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Starting in September of 
2015 the project was put to-
gether on the Peter Loo Face-
book page and then in the 
“Together against the Tories” 
Facebook group. The idea is 
to create a popular and en-
tertaining socialist hub with 
the involvement of as many 
people as possible from the 
left of the socialist move-
ment in Britain.

 
As the project has proceed-

ed it has become increasingly 
clear that the media in the UK 
is run for and by big business 
and as such will always need to 
oppose socialist values to keep 
such a position. The project was 
then crowdfunded to raise the 
money to be able to print and 
distribute this newspaper as a 
prelude to a whole cross-plat-
form media fight-back.

THE
PETErLoo 
ProjEcT How to 

attack 
tHe tories

The tories have an appalling 
record. To whittle away their 
support we need to go on the 
offensive and attack them. 

We need to attack them on their 
broken promises. We do this by re-
searching and memorising a list of 
the major broken promises that 

affect ordinary people’s lives. It 
is the basic bread and butter 

issues that the media and the 
Conservatives have been 

avoiding that they need 
to be attacked on. We 
need facts and fig-
ures to hand. We also 
need to specifically 
target Theresa May. 
Have quotes on her 
position in regards to 
the EU. We need to re-
search speeches and 
statements she has 
made when she was 

home secretary. Such 
as her role into trying to 

push ofcom into the role of 
pre-broadcast censoring instead 

of adjudicator of complaints in 12th 
March 2015 letter.

Attack the Tories on the promis-
es of clearing the deficit not the NHS. 
Instead they have cut the NHS and 
not the deficit. Remind people that 
Since 2010 the Tories have created 
more debt than all previous govern-
ments put together for all time.

Attack the Tories on their broken 
election promises on not increas-
ing national insurance payments 
and then introducing them in the 
budget with May U-turning a week 
later. This while they have given tax 
cuts to the rich and big business.

Attack the Tories on the econo-
my. If they are saying the economy 
is doing well then why are 1 million 
people using food banks. Why are 
our streets over run with the home-
less. Why have wages stagnated 
since 2010. Attack them on the bal-
ance of payments. Why do we still 
have a massive trade imbalance that 
continues to impoverish the UK?

Attack the Tories on their prom-

ise to build more affordable hous-
ing. We have seen Tory housebuild-
ing fall to historically low levels.

Attack the Tories on their re-
cord of failing to clamp down on 
tax avoidance by the super rich and 
large corporations. Attack them on 
their sweetheart deals.

Theresa May has said she de-
fends that more people have been 
taken out of the tax threshold and 
pay no tax. What this really means 
is that people’s wages have fallen 
relative to inflation. What we need 
is higher wages and people paying 
taxes because they are better off.

During the BREXIT debate 
where she was an avowed remainer 
she received many donations from 
people with interests in remaining 
in the EU. Now she has U-turned 
and says she is ardently for BREXIT.

Take key attack points and 
hone them down into sound bites. 
Test these sound bites out on so-
cial media. Test the response in 
groups who are apolitical and of a 
different political persuasion and 
be prepared to follow through on 
your sound bites with facts and 
fuller arguments. Always double 
check your facts. There is nothing 
so bad as an argument that unravels 
because of mistaken facts. Collect 
together arguments that resonate 
widely and rework arguments that 
don’t work. Keep a note of which 
arguments cut through the political 
divide and catches the wider pub-
lic’s imagination. Develop these and 
share these with colleagues.

The political arguments need to 
be presented in perhaps 3 different 
levels. A sound bite/short meme 

level which will be catchy and 
seem true. The second level would 
be a short summary of your argu-
ment. And finally an in-depth anal-
ysis of the argument backed up 
by facts. But remember the sound 
bites are not a substitute for a fuller 
argument but as a way to present 
arguments quickly to  people who 
do not have time to get involved in 
political debate.
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Seat Region Majority
Swing

needed
1. Gower Wales 27 0.06% 0.03%
2. Derby North East Midlands 41 0.09% 0.05%
3. Croydon Central London 165 0.31% 0.16%
4. Vale of Clwyd Wales 237 0.67% 0.34%
5. Bury North North West 378 0.84% 0.42%
6. Morley and Outwood Yorkshire and the Humber 422 0.87% 0.44%
7. Thurrock East of England 536 1.08% 0.54%

8.
Plymouth Sutton and 

Devonport
South West 523 1.09% 0.55%

9. Brighton Kemptown South East 690 1.52% 0.76%
10. Bolton West North West 801 1.65% 0.82%
11. Weaver Vale North West 806 1.72% 0.86%
12. Telford West Midlands 730 1.80% 0.90%
13. Bedford East of England 1,097 2.38% 1.19%
14. Plymouth Moor View South West 1,026 2.41% 1.20%
15. Lincoln East Midlands 1,443 3.08% 1.54% 
16. Peterborough East of England 1,925 4.09% 2.04% 
17. Cardiff North Wales 2,137 4.18% 2.09% 
18. Sheffield Hallam Yorkshire and the Humber 2,353 4.24% 2.12% 
19. Corby East Midlands 2,412 4.29% 2.15% 
20. Waveney East of England 2,408 4.61% 2.31% 
21. Warrington South North West 2,750 4.63% 2.32% 
22. Southampton Itchen South East 2,316 5.18% 2.59% 
23. Keighley Yorkshire and the Humber 3,053 6.22% 3.11% 
24. Warwickshire North West Midlands 2,973 6.28% 3.14% 
25. Carlisle North West 2,774 6.51% 3.26% 
26. Renfrewshire East Scotland 3,718 6.55% 3.28% 
27. Leeds North West Yorkshire and the Humber 2,907 6.70% 3.35% 
28. Halesowen and Rowley Regis West Midlands 3,082 7.03% 3.52% 
29. Crewe and Nantwich North West 3,620 7.26% 3.63% 
30. Erewash East Midlands 3,584 7.42% 3.71% 
31. Hendon London 3,724 7.50% 3.75% 
32. Ipswich East of England 3,733 7.67% 3.83% 
33. Stroud South West 4,866 8.00% 4.00% 
34. Broxtowe East Midlands 4,287 8.02% 4.01% 
35. Northampton North East Midlands 3,245 8.23% 4.12% 
36. Calder Valley Yorkshire and the Humber 4,427 8.27% 4.13% 
37. Blackpool North and Cleveleys North West 3,340 8.48% 4.24% 
38. Pudsey Yorkshire and the Humber 4,501 8.84% 4.42% 
39. Sherwood East Midlands 4,647 9.17% 4.58% 
40. Amber Valley East Midlands 4,205 9.20% 4.60% 
41. Hastings and Rye South East 4,796 9.42% 4.71% 
42. Colne Valley Yorkshire and the Humber 5,378 9.47% 4.73% 
43. Bristol North West South West 4,944 9.54% 4.77% 
44. High Peak East Midlands 4,894 9.64% 4.82% 
45. Edinburgh North and Leith Scotland 5,597 9.65% 4.82% 
46. Harrow East London 4,757 9.71% 4.85% 
47. Stockton South North East 5,046 9.74% 4.87% 
48. Northampton South East Midlands 3,793 9.75% 4.88% 
49. Norwich North East of England 4,463 10.24% 5.12% 
50. Stevenage East of England 4,955 10.37% 5.18% 
51. Enfield Southgate London 4,753 10.38% 5.19% 
52. Cannock Chase West Midlands 4,923 10.45% 5.23% 
53. Morecambe and Lunesdale North West 4,590 10.61% 5.31% 
54. Nuneaton West Midlands 4,882 10.67% 5.34% 
55. Finchley and Golders Green London 5,662 11.15% 5.58% 
56. Dudley South West Midlands 4,270 11.18% 5.59% 
57. South Ribble North West 5,945 11.35% 5.68% 
58. Worcester West Midlands 5,646 11.35% 5.68% 
59. East Lothian Scotland 6,803 11.53% 5.76% 
60. Rossendale and Darwen North West 5,654 11.53% 5.77% 
61. Swindon South South West 5,785 11.74% 5.87% 
62. Preseli Pembrokeshire Wales 4,969 12.25% 6.13% 
63. Pendle North West 5,453 12.27% 6.13% 
64. Paisley and Renfrewshire South Scotland 5,684 12.30% 6.15% 
65. Dover South East 6,294 12.53% 6.27% 
66. Reading East South East 6,520 12.91% 6.46% 
67. Scarborough and Whitby Yorkshire and the Humber 6,200 12.99% 6.49% 
68. Warwick and Leamington West Midlands 6,606 13.06% 6.53% 
69. Aberconwy Wales 3,999 13.26% 6.63% 
70. Vale of Glamorgan Wales 6,880 13.41% 6.71% 
71. Crawley South East 6,526 13.44% 6.72% 
72. Arfon Wales 3,668 13.67% 6.83% 
73. Reading West South East 6,650 13.74% 6.87% 
74. Gloucester South West 7,251 13.79% 6.90% 
75. Great Yarmouth East of England 6,154 13.84% 6.92% 
76. Carmarthen East and Dinefwr Wales 5,599 14.21% 7.11% 
77. Chipping Barnet London 7,656 14.44% 7.22% 
78. Stourbridge West Midlands 6,694 14.54% 7.27% 
79. Brighton Pavilion South East 7,967 14.57% 7.29% 
80. Elmet and Rothwell Yorkshire and the Humber 8,490 14.69% 7.34% 
 81. Milton Keynes South South East 8,672 14.71% 7.36% 
82. Aberdeen South Scotland 7,230 14.89% 7.45% 

83.
Carmarthen West and 
Pembrokeshire South

Wales 6,054 15.00% 7.50% 

84. Camborne and Redruth South West 7,004 15.27% 7.63% 
85. Portsmouth South South East 6,401 15.28% 7.64% 
86. Battersea London 7,938 15.56% 7.78% 
87. Edinburgh South West Scotland 8,135 15.76% 7.88% 
88. Redditch West Midlands 7,054 16.00% 8.00% 
89. Gravesham South East 8,370 16.69% 8.35% 
90. Dumfries and Galloway Scotland 9,458 16.71% 8.35% 
91. Milton Keynes North South East 9,753 16.91% 8.45% 
92. Rutherglen and Hamilton West Scotland 9,975 17.31% 8.66% 
93. Thanet South South East 7,098 14.37% 8.68% 

94. Watford East of England 9,794 17.44% 8.72% 
95. Cleethorpes Yorkshire and the Humber 7,893 17.51% 8.75% 
96. Southport North West 5,184 11.75% 8.76% 
97. Ochil and South Perthshire Scotland 10,168 17.57% 8.79% 
98. Loughborough East Midlands 9,183 17.65% 8.83% 
99. Shrewsbury and Atcham West Midlands 9,565 17.68% 8.84% 
100. Clwyd West Wales 6,730 17.70% 8.85% 
101. Paisley and Renfrewshire North Scotland 9,076 17.99% 8.99% 

102.
Basildon South and Thurrock 

East
East of England 8,295 18.19% 9.10% 

103. Lanark and Hamilton East Scotland 10,100 18.28% 9.14% 
104. Canterbury South East 9,798 18.33% 9.16% 
105. Dunfermline and Fife West Scotland 10,352 18.52% 9.26% 
106. Kingswood South West 9,006 18.71% 9.36% 
107. Stafford West Midlands 9,177 18.82% 9.41% 
108. Kirkcaldy and Cowdenbeath Scotland 9,974 18.86% 9.43% 
109. Harlow East of England 8,350 18.87% 9.43% 
110. Shipley Yorkshire and the Humber 9,624 19.04% 9.52%
111. Chingford and Woodford Green London 8,386 19.14% 9.57% 
112. Edinburgh East Scotland 9,106 19.34% 9.67% 
113. Glasgow Central Scotland 7,662 19.49% 9.74% 
114. Airdrie and Shotts Scotland 8,779 19.82% 9.91% 
115. Filton and Bradley Stoke South West 9,838 20.04% 10.02% 
116. Stirling Scotland 10,480 20.10% 10.05% 
117. Midlothian Scotland 9,859 20.40% 10.20% 
118. Basingstoke South East 11,063 20.84% 10.42% 
119. Linlithgow and Falkirk East Scotland 12,934 21.00% 10.50% 
120. Bexleyheath and Crayford London 9,192 21.04% 10.52% 
121. Rugby West Midlands 10,345 21.11% 10.55% 
122. Kensington London 7,361 21.14% 10.57% 
123. Ayr, Carrick and Cumnock Scotland 11,265 21.58% 10.79% 
124. Rochford and Southend East East of England 9,476 21.73% 10.86% 
125. Leicestershire North West East Midlands 11,373 22.06% 11.03% 
126. Forest of Dean South West 10,987 22.19% 11.09% 
127. Burton West Midlands 10,892 22.24% 11.12% 
128. Gillingham and Rainham South East 10,530 22.37% 11.18% 
129. Swindon North South West 11,786 22.56% 11.28% 
130. Derbyshire South East Midlands 11,471 22.60% 11.30% 

131.
Coatbridge, Chryston and 

Bellshill
Scotland 11,501 22.69% 11.34% 

132. Colchester East of England 11,067 22.77% 11.39% 
133. Monmouth Wales 10,982 23.14% 11.57% 
134. Beverley and Holderness Yorkshire and the Humber 12,203 23.17% 11.58% 
135. Portsmouth North South East 10,537 23.21% 11.61% 
136. St Albans East of England 12,732 23.39% 11.70% 
137. Dartford South East 12,345 23.55% 11.78% 
138. Glasgow North West Scotland 10,364 23.63% 11.82% 
139. Wrekin, The West Midlands 10,743 23.64% 11.82% 
140. Putney London 10,180 23.78% 11.89% 
141. Hazel Grove North West 10,298 23.83% 11.91% 
142. Uxbridge and Ruislip South London 10,695 23.87% 11.93% 
143. Staffordshire Moorlands West Midlands 10,174 23.89% 11.94%
144. Tamworth West Midlands 11,302 23.96% 11.98% 
145. Welwyn Hatfield East of England 12,153 24.21% 12.10% 
146. Rochester and Strood South East 12,746 24.27% 12.14% 
147. Glasgow South West Scotland 9,950 24.32% 12.16% 
148. York Outer Yorkshire and the Humber 13,129 24.36% 12.18% 
149. Glasgow North East Scotland 9,222 24.36% 12.18% 
150. Glasgow East Scotland 10,387 24.49% 12.24%
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Once the Tories’ arguments 
have been demolished in the 
minds of the public then it is 
time to present our well thought 
out policies and proposals. Again 
these policies need to be tested 
on social media by putting them 
to Labour and non Labour people. 
These arguments will attract crit-
icism from our opponents and so 
need to be strengthened to handle 
criticisms. Remember you don’t 
have to satisfy everyone but you 
do need to be able to persuade 
most sensible minded people.

A good source to start with is 
researching what May has said in 
debates in parliament and check 
these against other facts. The 
link is https://www.theyworkfo-
ryou.com/debates/

Here is a list of some of The-
resa May’s voting record.

On 13 May 2014:Theresa May 
voted not to ban letting agents 
charging tenants, or prospective 
tenants, fees. 

On 12 Oct 2011:Theresa May 
voted against creating more jobs 
for young people, funded by 
bank bonuses, making planned 
investment sooner, reducing 
VAT and a tax break for small 
firms taking on extra workers. 

On 14 May 2013:Theresa May 
voted against calling on the Gov-
ernment to take real action on 
jobs, affordable accommodation, 
rising energy and water bills, the 
costs of travel to work. 

On 15 May 2013:Theresa May 
voted against a package of eco-
nomic policies including bring-
ing forward long-term infra-
structure investment, building 
100,000 affordable homes, and 
guaranteeing jobs for the long 
term unemployed. 

On 4 Sep 2013:Theresa May 
voted against calling on the gov-
ernment to get more people into 
work, bring forward capital invest-
ment, introduce a compulsory jobs 
guarantee, reintroduce a 10% rate 
of income tax paid for by a man-
sion tax, act on “rip off” rail fares 
and soaring energy costs, stand up 
for families in the private rented 
sector, reform pensions, curb pay-
day lenders, and reform banking, 
planning and the skills system. 

On 26 Mar 2012:Theresa May 
voted to indicate support for a re-
duction in the additional rate of in-
come tax, which applies to income 
over £150k, from 50% to 45%. 

On 22 Jun 2011:Theresa May 
voted against Labour proposals to 
reduce the deficit over a longer pe-
riod, to cut VAT to 17.5%, to repeat 
the 2010 bank bonus tax, to build 
25,000 affordable homes and cre-
ate 100,000 jobs for young people. 

On 12 Mar 2013:Theresa May 
voted against a tax on properties 
worth over £2 million to fund a 
tax cut for those on middle and 
low incomes. 

On 13 Apr 2016:Theresa May 
voted against implementing a se-
ries of proposals intended to re-
duce tax avoidance and evasion. 

On 19 Apr 2016:Theresa May 
voted against giving the Financial 
Conduct Authority and Pruden-
tial Regulation Authority duties 
to combat abusive tax avoidance 
arrangements, including by as-
certaining and recording the ben-
eficial ownership of trusts. 

On 28 Jun 2016:Theresa May 
voted against requiring multi-
national enterprises to publish a 
country by country tax strategy 
including information on their 
attitude to tax planning. 

On 9 Dec 2010:Theresa 
May voted to raise the UK’s un-
dergraduate tuition fee cap to 
£9,000 per year. 

On 13 Apr 2016:Theresa May 
voted in favour of turning all pri-
mary and secondary schools in 
England to become academies, 
shifting control over them from lo-
cal councils to central government. 

On 19 Jul 2010:Theresa May 
voted to enable more schools in 
England to gain “Academy Sta-
tus” and the consequent finan-
cial independence and removal 
from local authority control. 

On 15 Mar 2016:Theresa May 
voted to allow the bulk intercep-
tion of communications, equip-
ment interference, and the re-
tention and examination of bulk 
personal datasets, subject to cer-
tain safeguards. 

On 7 Jun 2016:Theresa May 
voted for the mass retention of 
information on people’s internet 
usage. 

On 4 Jun 2013:Theresa May 
voted against requiring the setting 
of a target range for the amount of 
carbon dioxide (or other green-
house gases) produced per unit of 
electricity generated. 

On 8 Sep 2015:Theresa May 
voted to apply the Climate Change 
Levy tax to electricity generated 
from renewable sources. 

On 14 Mar 2016:Theresa May 
voted against requiring a strate-
gy for carbon capture and stor-
age for the energy industry. 

On 14 Mar 2016:Theresa May 
voted against setting a decarbon-
isation target for the UK within 
six months of June 2016 and to 
review it annually thereafter. 

On 26 Jan 2015:Theresa May 
voted against explicitly requiring 
an environmental permit for hy-
draulic fracturing activities. 

On 26 Jan 2015:Theresa May 
voted not to ban the exploitation 
of unconventional petroleum 
for at least 18 months and not to 
require a review of the impact 
of such exploitation on climate 
change, the environment, the 
economy, and health and safety 
be carried out and published. 

On 5 Sep 2012:Theresa May 
voted against capping annual rail 
fair increases at 1% above infla-
tion and not to ban increases in 
excess of that limit. 

Here is the list of Labour target seats ordered from the 
smallest to the largest swing needed.



4 www.thewordmedia.org.ukMarch 2017. POLITICS AND EVENTS

Why do the mainstream 
media hate and vilify Corbyn so 
much?

The simple answer is fear and 
self-interest. Murdoch’s media 
empire summoned Blair to vis-
it like a pathetic little poodle to 
go walkies. Blair went because 
of the Faustian pact of power 
meeting money. No one has ever 
suggested that Jeremy Corbyn 
would take the blindest bit of no-
tice of a Murdoch summons. 

Why does The Daily Mail hate 
Corby’s Labour party? Again, a 
simple answer. In the 1930’s The 
Mail said some very kind things 
about Hitler; they were very sup-
portive of the whole Nazi project. 
In the eyes of your batty old un-
cle that is The Mail, anything left 
of Hitler is going a bit too far.

The Telegraph supports the 
retired Colonels and Judges who 
were broken by the fee paying 
public school system. They in 
turn rage red at immigrants and 
equality like prehistoric insects 
trapped in amber.

The Daily Mirror has become 
almost a parody of a joke told by 
a seventies comedian. Not long 
ago their headline screamed 
“Corbyn must go.” The Trinity 
Mirror group are a failing, money 
making, and capitalist club ready 
and willing to crush any upstart 
opposition. We know how they 
tried their best to crush us.

Any newspaper which is for 
profit and owned as a means of 
making profit are and will be 
against us. This is the nature of 
the beast. It is a beast we must 
fight. This brings us on to the 
television media. The BBC have 
been castrated by the threat of 
taking away their license 
fee. It has made them 
into a laughing 
s t o c k … a l m o s t 

sad, truly useless. The main op-
position news is either big busi-
ness run or worse, Murdoch.

That leaves us with THE 
WORD and The Morning Star. 
We like the Morning Star, they 
are our comrades. The difference 
between us is our focus is on 
entertaining the people who do 
not vote Labour. As we entertain 
them with a good read the poli-
tics will hopefully seep through. 
That is still our aim even if we 
are a way from yet achieving it. 
To do this we have had to build 
a National newspaper from 
scratch. We now have to build a 
distribution network to go with 
it. The reward we volunteers 
have at the end is not power or 
money or fame. What we would 
be satisfied with is equality and 
democracy. That is what we fight 
for. Come and join us. All who 
hold the same values are very 
welcome. We are simply a loose 
network of people who feel the 
need to fight back.

In the game of rugby, when a 
player with the ball is tackled by 
the opposition his teammates get 
behind him and try to drive him 
forward to gain ground. Imagine a 
new captain coming in to the team 
and half of his players, including 
some of the strongest ones, say 
they don’t want him. When the 
captain has the ball they stand 
with their arms folded looking on.  
After the game they comment 
on how poor the captain’s perfor-
mance is and how badly the team 
is doing. That, to a large degree, is 
what has happened to Labour un-
der Jeremy Corbyn (media hostil-
ity and dishonesty has also been a 

major factor). John Woodcock MP 
has said he “will not countenance 
ever voting to make Jeremy Cor-
byn Britain’s prime minister” (his 
reasons are Corbyn’s opposition 
to Trident and Woodcock’s opin-
ion that is not fit to be leader). 
For Woodcock and others like 
him unjust war, which Tony Blair 
led us into, is a thing of nothing. 
I hope that at least some of the 
party heavyweights who have 
turned their backs on Corbyn 
will get behind him at this critical 
time, now that attempts to force 
him to resign before the election 
have clearly failed.

 Brendan O’Brien

By Tariq Ali

May’s decision to go to the 
country is designed to achieve 
three tasks, all of which are broadly 
supported by the ruling elite and 
its media:

(1) To establish her own author-
ity, get a larger majority and take 
total control of the Brexit negotia-
tions since the hardcore Brexiteers 
in the Cabinet and party will be 
weakened. 

(2) To use the Tory victory and 
the negotiations to appeal to the 
Scots not to defect just now but re-

main in the union and delay indefi-
nitely a second Referendum.

(3) To break-up the opposition. 
Little doubt that Corbyn would re-
sign if defeated.

The first is, of course, possible. 
The second is unlikely. A com-

bination of a Scottish parliamen-
tary vote AND mass action would 
make it extremely difficult to turn 
down the demand for a new Inde-
pendence Referendum. If Scotland 
becomes independent, politics 
elsewhere in the country will be-
come much more polarised. 

As for the third there is little doubt 
there will be a struggle to take the par-
ty back by the Blairite PLP via a softer 
Leader who they will control and 
blackmail. A new Ed Miliband. And 
Momentum? Will they evaporate or 
try and create an independent move-
ment. Difficult to predict. Prior to Cor-
byn, the PLP was quite happy to collab-
orate on major issues with the Tories. 
They could easily revert to that role.

For those on the Left the choic-
es, whether we like it or not, are 
limited. Without PR we should 
vote for the SNP in Scotland and 

Mayday Mayday Mayday
In the game of rugby

Tory Tricks
whaT To expecT

EDITORIAL
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T he election that was im-
possible (according to 
the Parliament act) has 
been called. The Cruel-

la De Ville of Westminster has 
blown the whistle to start the 
race to dismantle the NHS. How 
will they achieve this? Let’s look 
back in History to enable us to 
predict the future.

The Zinoviev letter. The let-
ter, purported to be from Grigori 
Zinoviev, president of the Co-
mintern, the internal communist 
organisation, called on British 
communists to mobilise “sym-
pathetic forces” in the Labour 
Party to support an Anglo-Sovi-
et treaty (including a loan to the 
Bolshevik government) and to 
encourage “agitation-propagan-
da” in the armed forces.

On October 25, 1924, four 
days before the election, the 
Mail splashed headlines across 
its front page claiming: Civil War 
Plot by Socialists’ Masters: Mos-
cow Orders to Our Reds; Great 
Plot Disclosed. Labour lost by a 
landslide.

The Wilson Plot. A BBC pro-
gramme The Plot against Har-
old Wilson, broadcast in 2006, 
reported that, in tapes recorded 
soon after his resignation on 
health grounds, Wilson stat-
ed that for eight months of his 
premiership he didn’t “feel he 
knew what was going on, fully, 
in security”. Wilson alleged two 
plots, in the late 1960s and mid-
1970s respectively. He said that 
plans had been hatched to in-
stall Lord Mountbatten, Prince 
Charles’s great uncle and men-
tor, as interim Prime Minister. 
This was echoed in the famous-
ly banned “spycatcher” book by 
Mi5 agent, Peter Wright.

Patriotic war. When the head 
of Argentina’s military junta 
General Leopold Galtieri de-
ployed military forces in the 
Falkland Islands, Britain assem-
bled a task force to sail to the 
South Atlantic, to the astonish-
ment of people in Britain, and 
the rest of the world.

The crisis became a defining 
moment of Margaret Thatcher’s 
premiership, and changed her 

image and her political fortunes.
Until then, April 2, 1982, 

opinion polls showed her to be 
the most unpopular Prime Min-
ister ever. After British forces 
won the Falklands war, her pop-
ularity soared, allowing her to 
call a general election in 1983 
which she won by a landslide.

The Art of War by Sun Tzu. 
“Appear weak when you are 
strong, and strong when you are 
weak.” “The supreme art of war 
is to subdue the enemy without 
fighting.” 

What to expect. The Tories 
seem to have started their cam-
paign by allowing their minions 
in the media to tell us that the 
result is a forgone conclusion. 
Our poll ratings are, apparently, 
so low, we need to give up. Laugh 
at this one it is only an opening 
gambit. They are scared. We will 
expect the next one will be a 
huge lie based on the Tory elec-
tion expenses fiasco. They will 
find a way of trying to shift this 
to a Labour MP. Their media will 
then ignore all the Tory fiddlers. 
They will then up their game for 
a terrorist attack that kills inno-
cents and brings in a state of fear. 
If that won’t work a phone call to 
Trump the Chump might result 
in a state of: how can we vote for 
a peacemaker like Corbyn when 
we are at war with, Korea, Syr-
ia, Russia, and Eurasia? ETC. If 
this still does not work for them 
then: heart attack, car crash, su-
icide is next. Jeremy might well 
decide to blow his brains out 
with several shots to the back 
of his own head whilst slashing 
his wrists and crashing his car in 
a tunnel in the middle of having 
a coronary. We do not, of course, 
disregard, blackmail, sex scan-
dals and covert threats. These 
are ever present Tory weapons 
of mass disruption. If JC is still in 
danger of winning then expect a 
member of the Battenburg fami-
ly dying, a real war, vote rigging 
and tanks on the streets.

The Tory establishment are 
like a greedy fat old bulldog. 
They are gnarled with age, drool-
ing over a stolen bone. They 
need a humane visit to the vet.

   It appears we have an election 
looming, we are faced with a choice 
we cannot ignore, such an event as a 
general election cannot be confined 
to the back burner, neither how this 
election will affect our the miners 
pension campaign. The thinking be-
hind a snap election out of the blue 
for many of the population is not 
fully understood, yet expected by 
many observer`s including the UK-
MPSA. We have been thinking that 
if we were in power today, contem-
plating calling a general election this 
summer would be the ideal oppor-
tunity to guarantee our continued 
governance; I also voiced my opinion 
to Jeremy Coybn when I was invited 
to a private meeting with him before 
Xmas of last year. I fear the worst at 
this planned election, would anyone 
call an election with time left in pow-
er, unless our research was pointing 
to a win to improve our position in 
the country as well as in parliament. 
To our organisation as to any other it 
means we have more years of cam-
paigning to find justice.

The main socialist party is disunit-
ed also appearing a weak organisation 
in the extreme, the labour movement 
is in disarray, the Tories see a wide 
open goal mouth in front of them with 
no goal keeper, they would be daft not 
to take this opportunity, or incompe-
tent. The labour party has lost Scotland 
now its weakness has left the labour 
heartlands of the North open to the 
same fate. Just like us the miners of the 
UK, the people of the northern heart-
lands as Scotland before them did, are 
feeling disenfranchised by their natu-
ral political leadership. When they see 
a weak liberal elite that have been giv-
en political seat`s of influence that was 

rightly theirs by birth, handed over to 
southern luvies, they have become 
estranged so they are turning away 
in droves from their natural political 
home`s, looking for a new home. 
Unfortunately there is no Sheppard 
there to pick up the scattered socialist 
flock`s, labour is in danger of losing its 
own northern heartland`s a disaster of 
its own making. This is a call for more 
of our own to be selected rather than 
out of Towner’s political friends being 
parachuted into safe seats, more ex 
miner`s more trade unionist`s that 
have chipped a few fingernails as we 
have. That have been hurt by falling 
rock like we have, that look at the 
world through the same eye`s that we 
the northern working man owns`s, 
the same goes for our southern broth-
er`s of good character & repute.. 

The UKMPSA are at this moment 
organising a Rally in our own heart-
lands of South Yorkshire, we are well 
along the road of the time, date as 
well as the place. A working man’s 
club, full of old school socialist`s, the 
Central  Club in the mining village of 
Stainforth Nr Doncaster, the home of 
“ Hatfield main colliery “ one of the 
most influential mines that sent out 
pickets all around the country in 1984 
. On the 24th of June in the afternoon 
this event will take place, we will 
provide more details as they become 
available. However we can say we 
have secured Peter Stefaonvic, the na-
tionally recognised and prolific cam-
paigner of the present day, who was 
the country’s leading medical negli-
gence lawyer often found practicing 
his skilled orations in the high court 
of London, as a highly skilled lawyer 
plus orator and a contributor to the 
“Word Newspaper “to boot, more 

about that in a later dated column. 
This should be a excellent Rally to at-
tend and give your support to, these 
miners of South Yorkshire are the salt 
of the earth, I cannot speak to highly 
of these hard working hard playing, 
hard thinking miner`s, seeing as I was 
counted as one of these miners work-
ing underground in the dark damp 
tunnels of “ Hatfield Main “.

The unfortunate by product of 
this upcoming and important elec-
tion is the fact the case of the miss-
ing miners money from the miner`s 
pension scheme, raided by both 
Capitalist & Socialist governments 
will be put on the back burner in 
Westminster, as a bit of a side show, 
as this very interesting election gets 
underway. Will it go the way Teresa 
May expects, or will there be a sur-
prise re-birth of the socialist mind-
set around the country, just as there 
is in the labour Party.  The danger I 
have noticed is that the new young 
social media type dedicated social-
ist`s, shut down or block genuine 
debate with the press of a button, in 
one small click alienating a possible 
labour voter just because of a differ-
ence of opinion on which brand of 
socialist they have become, intoler-
ance in political opinions are not a 
enticing characterise in the need to 
gain heart`s & minds to the broad 
church of socialist view`s. From 
my Point of view I`m more of a Re-
publican Socialist, were we find the 
hereditary peer a proper job in a well 
run factory rather than a lifetime in 
a comfortable political role of rubber 
stamping the raids on the working 
man’s pension`s or increasing the 
tax take from hard grafting industri-
al workers. Mr Leslie Moore.

I’m pretty switched on, and 
even I nearly fell for it.

The radio announces the elec-
tion and within minutes all the talk 
is of crushing defeat for Labour. 
They interview Tories telling us so. 
They interview Liberal Democrats 
telling us so. The interview Labour 
people considering their future’s 
following sure and certain defeat, 
or talking-up what a post-Corbyn 
party might look like.

And I get sucked in. It’s hope-
less. Defeat is in every direction.

So I get bitter and I have a rant 
and in doing so I turn off the radio 
to concentrate. I post in anger and 
I go on with my working day. Only 
now there’s no radio.

Within minutes I’ve calmed 
down. I’ve recovered my com-
posure and my natural positivity 
kicks in.

After all, in seven weeks we 
have the chance to end Austerity, 
to put a stop to the vicious and 
vindictive ideologicallly-led Tory 

policies, the fallout from which I 
have spent the last few years try-
ing to combat through We Shall 
Overcome and dozens of other 
causes. In seven weeks it could 
all be over. Now is not the time to 
run, now is the time to rise.

So that radio will remain off. 
I will not listen as the BBC feign 
neutrality. Fool me once.......

For seven weeks I will con-
centrate not on Brexit or immi-
gration or any of the other blind 
alleys of this election campaign. I 
will focus on which party can put 
an end to the devastating effects 
of ever-deepening cuts to public 
services, to welfare, to the NHS, 
to Education.....and I will seek to 
end at the Ballot box what I have 
been desperately trying to end 
with WSO.

The future needs us NOW.
 JOE SOLO

Corbyn Labour elsewhere. If noth-
ing else we should aim to get as 
large a numerical vote for these 
parties as possible.

Simultaneously there must 
be independent campaigning on 
education, health, social services, 
public housing, renationalising the 
railways, etc on a local and national 
level and a total break with US wars.

PS: I’m a bit surprised that John 
McDonnell’s team haven’t come up 
with a plan to create a state-owned 
pharmaceutical industry (like Cuba, 
Brazil, India) which would immedi-
ately reduce NHS costs. The unions 
should demand this...the Attlee gov-
ernment didn’t go this far but now 
its an absolute necessity.

Radio Silence.

Welcome to the fortnightly column of The 
UK Miners Pension Scheme Association, 
for justice & fair play (UKMPSA). I am 
Mr Les Moore, Spokesman for the UKMPSA
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No action against Plymouth MP 
after ‘admitting expenses error’

By SAM BLACKLEDGE Chief reporter

A Plymouth MP admitted some of his 
election expenses were wrong in a police in-
terview but it did not take him over spend-
ing limits, according to reports.

Johnny Mercer, Tory MP for Moor View, 
was investigated after his 2015 election 
victory and a file was handed to the Crown 
Prosecution Service (CPS), but it was decid-
ed there was insufficient evidence to charge 
him with any offence.

According to The Guardian, a Devon and 
Cornwall police report from the time states 
that Mr Mercer had acknowledged during an 
interview that “some of his claims had been 
wrong” but had argued that they were minor, 
did not take him over election spending lim-
its and that this was understandable given 
his lack of political experience.

Up to 20 of the party’s MPs are still the 
subject of police enquiries and 12 forces 
have handed files to the CPS, which is ex-
pected to come to decisions on whether 
MPs or their agents should be charged in 
the next few weeks.

The party has already been fined £70,000 
by the Electoral Commission for wrongly re-
porting national spending on the 2015 elec-
tion campaign.

The original complaint against Mr Mercer 
had alleged that he had incorrectly filed his 
expenses with the returning officer and that 
campaign material placed at various loca-
tions in Moor View constituency overnight 
on May 6 and 7 2015 did not contain the re-
quired imprint information.

The CPS found there was insufficient ev-
idence for a realistic prospect of conviction 
for any offence.

Mr Mercer’s office declined to comment.

http://www.thenorthernecho.co.uk/
news/15227715.Director_Ken_to_present_
his_work/

ACCLAIMED film director Ken 
Loach is heading to the region to 
attend a Workers Memorial Day.

The free event, organised by the York 
TUC, will include a showing of Loach’s top-
ical film Riff Raff and takes place on April 
28 at the York Early Music Centre, just off 
Walmgate.

There will be short speeches from York 
TUC president Leigh Wilks and York Central 

Labour MP Rachael Maskell.
Loach will give an introduction to his 

work, which most recently has included the 
film I, Daniel Blake about the bureaucratic 
nightmare of the benefits system, with pre-
vious landmark films including Cathy Come 
Home and Kes.

There will also be a short service of re-
membrance for Workers’ Memorial Day by a 
humanist minister.

The vice-president of York TUC, Bri Clark, 
said that every day, more people were killed 
at work than in war – with scores of former 
York Carriageworks employees killed by 
their exposure to asbestos dust – and the Me-
morial Day was about remembering the dead 
and fighting for the living.

Riff Raff is a 1991 film which won that 
year’s European Film Award Best Picture 
award.

It is a portrayal of modern Britain, fol-
lowing a Glaswegian recently released from 
prison who has moved to London and got 
a job turning a derelict hospital into luxury 
apartments.

http://www.getwestlondon.co.uk/news/
west-london-news/new-free-schools-
open-west-12886135

New free schools to open 
in west London after 
government announcement

The Department for Education an-
nounced 131 new free schools have been ap-
proved to open across the UK

A new wave of free schools has been ap-
proved with four set to open in west London.

Two new free schools will start up in 
the borough of Hillingdon; Grangewood All-
Through Free School and Moorcroft Primary 
Free School.

The third will be the all-through Maaz 
Free School in Richmond, while in Houn-
slow a special school will be set up through 
the free school process.

Free schools are funded by the govern-
ment but are independent of the local coun-
cil and are run by groups including charities, 
businesses or parents.

The new round of approvals builds on 
the government’s manifesto to open 500 

new free schools by 2020.
A total of 124 have opened since 2015, 

with a further 376 set to open by 2020 – in-
cluding the schools announced yesterday.

The government has created a new body 
– LocatED , as part of its work to open more 
free schools.

The organisation, made up of experi-
enced property specialists, will help speed 
up the process to acquire sites for new 
schools.

http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/
news/uk/dublin-urged-to-oppose-di-
rect-rule-if-stormont-negotiations-
fail-35627353.html

Dublin urged to oppose direct 
rule if Stormont negotiations fail

Gerry Adams called for fresh elections if 
no agreement is reached

The Irish government must make clear 
to the UK government that direct rule is not 
an option if talks to restore power sharing 
in Northern Ireland fail, Gerry Adams has 
warned.

The Sinn Fein president said another snap 
Assembly election was the only way to pro-
ceed if negotiations do not deliver agreement.

Northern Ireland Secretary James Broken-
shire has said he will either trigger an election 
or move to a return to Westminster deci-
sion-making if there is no deal by “early May”.

Last month, Taoiseach Enda Kenny said 
he and Prime Minister Theresa May shared 
the position that direct rule was not an option.

But with Northern Ireland approaching 
seven weeks without a devolved govern-
ment following March’s election, it appears 
that option is now very much on the table in 
Downing Street.

Current legislation dictates Mr Broken-
shire should call another a poll if negotia-
tions to form an administration fail.

The Government lost its power to sus-
pend devolution and reintroduce direct rule 
in the 2006 St Andrews Agreement.

It would require emergency legislation 
in Westminster for Mr Brokenshire to regain 
that authority.

Addressing an Easter Rising commem-
oration in Co Tyrone, Mr Adams said: “Sinn 
Fein wants a deal.

“But if there is no deal then there has to 
be an election.

Devolution first crashed in January when 
Sinn Fein pulled the plug on the last execu-
tive over a row about a botched green energy 
scheme, triggering last month’s snap election.

http://www.chroniclelive.co.uk/busi-
ness/business-news/1345-firms-north-
east-failed-12878872

1,345 firms in the North East failed 
due to late payments: Labour says 
it will take action

The party introduces a number of pol-
icies it says would tackle late payment to 
SMEs and highlights huge cost to the North 
East

Labour has pledged to take action on the 
effect late payments have on small firms, af-
ter figures showed 1,345 companies in the 
region closed as a result of the issue.

Party leader Jeremy Corbyn floated a 
number of policies to tackle late payment 
- including fines for large companies that 
failed to pay suppliers on time, excluding 
late-paying large firms from public contracts 
and giving public sector organisations a 
maximum of 30 days to pay bills - as he ad-
dressed members of the Federation of Small 
Businesses (FSB). 

To accompany his speech, which has 
been welcomed by business groups, Labour 
released figures which showed that SMEs 
in the North East were owed an estimated 
£707m in late payments and had written off 
£156m as bad debt.

The burden of late payment had seen 
1,345 SMEs in the region fail, Labour said, 
while more than 8,000 had struggled to pay 
staff on time and 22,000 had been forced 
to pay their own suppliers late as a result of 
their own cash flow problems, exacerbating 
the issue further down the supply chain.

Labour’s intervention on late payments 
follows The Journal’s Pay Fair campaign in 
association with the North East Institute on 
Business Ethics, which highlighted some of 
the problems caused by delayed payments.

The Government this month introduced 
a requirement for large companies to declare 
what percentage of their payments to small-
er suppliers are settled within an acceptable 
30 days; and what proportion go unpaid for 
an unacceptable 60 days or more.

FSB national chairman Mike Cherry said: 
“Small firms are facing a late payments cri-
sis. We know from our research that around 
50,000 small firms a year go bust as a result 
of unfair and lengthy delays in big business 
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customers paying what they owe. Others of-
ten have to take out loans to cover the gap.

http://www.birminghammail.co.uk/
n e w s / m i d l a n d s - n e w s /a n g e r - u n i -
ve r s ity- b i r m i ng h a m - a c a d e m i c - r e -
fused-12899564

Anger as University of 
Birmingham academic 
refused entry to Israel

BY MIKE LOCKLEY

A Birmingham University professor was 
ripped from his family and sent packing as 
he arrived in Israel for the Easter holiday.

Engineering lecturer Kamel Hawwash 
was forced to leave tearful wife Lina and five-
year-old son Adam at Ben Gurion Airport 
while he flew straight back home.

They had been on their way to spend the 
break with family in occupied east Jerusa-
lem.

But the University of Birmingham boffin 
has been blackballed by Israel because of his 
public support for Palestinians.

Under the country’s new “boycott law”, 
foreign human rights activists can be kicked 
out.

Kamel had taken part in a vigil outside 
Waterstones in Birmingham city centre.

“At passport control, they said to my 
wife ‘You and your son can go through’,” said 
Kamel, who has lived in Birmingham for 28 
years.

“But then they told me that I had to wait. I 
was taken to a room while I was interrogated 
for an hour. One of the officials told me ‘We 
have a problem’. They decided to separate us 
and ruin our holiday.”

Photographs taken at the airport show 
Lina and Adam in tears, frantically trying to 
find out what is going on.

They eventually had to leave the airport 
and travelled on without the Birmingham 
academic.

“We had been on our way to see family,” 
said Kamel. “It is a journey I make every year.

“But last week Israel stopped me from 
setting foot on its soil.

http://www.stornowaygazette.co.uk/
news/scottish-news/plans-drawn-up-
for-scottish-central-bank-in-run-up-to-
2014-referendum-1-4420304

Plans drawn up for 
Scottish Central Bank in run 
up to 2014 referendum

Newly released Scottish Government pa-
pers outline economic plans for independ-
ence in 2014 including a new financial body 
which could become a Scottish Central Bank 
with an option for a separate currency.

Civil servants drew up the documents 
in the run up to the 2014 independence ref-
erendum but they were kept confidential 
until publication under Freedom of Informa-
tion legislation this week.

Civil servants drew up the documents 
in the run up to the 2014 independence 
referendum The draft papers, which were 
not approved by ministers, outline various 
options for a Scottish Monetary Institute 
(SMI) to employ an estimated 102-445 
staff with future yearly running costs up to 
£49.8 million.

The proposals estimate the running costs 
would be offset by a transfer of profits from 
the Bank of England after negotiations. Scot-
land’s share is worked out as £48 million in 
2013, although the document warns that 
Scotland was at risk of receiving nothing.

The plans largely focus on the SNP’s in-
dependence campaign proposals to keep the 
pound and rely on the Bank of England as a 
central bank but draws up a table of options 
for the institute, including becoming a Scot-
tish central bank with a separate currency.

A draft transition plan states the institute 
would be set up immediately following inde-
pendence, adding: “The core proposition is 
for a formal monetary union, a banking un-
ion, and clear frameworks in place to manage 
fiscal sustainability.”

It outlines two ways to deliver this, the 
first “through a broadly centralised financial 
and monetary system operated by the Bank 
of England” which it envisages for the first 
years of independence.

The second is for the Bank of England to 
operate monetary union and overall strat-
egy but the SMI to handle the day to day 
operation of Scotland’s financial and mone-
tary system, similar to the European Central 
Bank and National Central Bank model in 
the Eurozone. 

The document adds: “If the outcome of 
negotiations led to the creation of a ‘Scottish 
Central Bank’, the SMI would fulfil this role 
as either a non-departmental public body or 
company (with shares held by the Scottish 
Treasury).”

A full central bank for Scotland would re-
quire an estimated 1,000 staff, the plans de-
tail. A Scottish Government spokeswoman 

said: “As part of preparations for the referen-
dum on independence for Scotland held on 
18 September 2014, Scottish Government 
officials carried out extensive preparatory 
work for the transition to independence in 
the event of a vote for independence. “As this 
work demonstrates, the Scottish Govern-
ment was engaged in thorough, detailed and 
comprehensive preparations for an inde-
pendent Scotland ahead of the 2014 referen-
dum, and similar work will be taken forward 
ahead of the planned future referendum.

http://www.lancashiretelegraph.co.uk/
news/15225378.New_strike_called_over_
train_guards_controversy_will_affect_
East_Lancashire/

New strike called over train 
guards controversy will 
affect East Lancashire

A FRESH strike has been called by the rail 
unions, affecting services in East Lancashire, 
after talks between officials and the operator 
broke down.

Rail union RMT has called for industrial 
action on Friday, April 28, as part of its latest 
in a series of 24-hour stoppages.

Staff representatives and franchise hold-
er Northern have been at loggerheads over 
the role of guards and passenger safety for 
months.

While the union has accused parent com-
pany Arriva Rail North of ‘digging their heels 
in’ over driver-only operated trains, the firm 
insists it needs to modernise.

RMT general secretary Mick Cash be-
lieves Northern is keen to introduce driv-
er-only trains, leaving services without a 
guard, for 50 per cent of its services in the 
coming years.

Mr Cash said: “The public, who support 
RMT’s campaign for a guarantee of a guard 
on their trains, will be appalled Arriva Rail 
North has failed to offer any kind of progress 
whatsoever in the talks and has instead opt-
ed to try and bulldoze through its plans re-
gardless.”

Richard Allan, deputy managing director 
of Northern, said: “We are very disappointed 
the union has announced strike action.

“More than anything, we are sorry for the 
disruption it will again cause our custom-
ers, but we have robust contingency plans 

in place to keep our customers on the move 
where possible.

“Everyone has a big role to plan in shap-
ing our modernisation plans. There is a lot to 
discuss and we urge RMT to get back round 
the table with an open mind as soon as pos-
sible.

“We are also willing to offer future, annu-
al pay reviews for conductors if we can agree 
a deal with RMT.”

The union has also signalled a readiness 
to get back to the negotiating table.

https://www.commonspace.scot/arti-
cles/10771/top-economist-and-ex-la-
bour-adviser-indy-scotland-can-be-ref-
uge-tory-brexit-mayhem

Top economist and ex-Labour ad-
viser: Indy Scotland can be “ref-
uge” from Tory Brexit mayhem

Ex-Labour Party advisor: Scottish inde-
pendence can provide safe haven from Tory 
Brexit Britain

AN INDEPENDENT SCOTLAND can be a 
beacon to the rest of the UK and will attract 
an influx of young, skilled workers and top 
businesses into the country, according to a 
top economist and recent advisor to the La-
bour Party Danny Blanchflower. 

Blanchflower, previously a member of 
the Bank of England’s influential Monetary 
Policy Committee, said in a series of online 
posts that an independent Scotland would 
provide an attractive proposition in light of 
the direction the Tories are taking the UK. 

“Scotland should offer itself as a place of 
refuge for people and firms from the Brexid-
iots,” he said on the social media site Twitter. 

“I understand that but Scotland has a de-
clining & ageing population & should start to 
offer incentives for best & brightest Remain-
ers to come,” he said in regard to those in 
England dissatisfied with Tory policy. 

Blanchflower - who said the economics 
of Brexit will now push the case for inde-
pendence - agreed that Scotland has a strong 
combination of a widely spoken language, 
quality research institutions, an educated 
population, and a legal and financial founda-
tion to be successful.
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How to deal with toddler tantrums If you vote Conservative 

in May (June), you will be 
voting to starve children

Big Bangs Can Not End 
The War On Afghanistan – 
Admitting Defeat Will

GMB has responded to Theresa May’s 
call for a snap general election on June 8.

Homeless Families and Social 
Cleansing: How Local Coun-
cils Are Forcing Vulnerable 
Households Out of London

http://anotherangryvoice.blogspot.co.uk/2017/04/how-to-deal-with-tod-
dler-tantrums.html

http://voxpoliticalonline.com/2017/04/17/if-you-vote-conservative-in-
may-you-will-be-voting-to-starve-children/

https://off-guardian.org/2017/04/16/big-bangs-can-not-end-the-war-on-
afghanistan-admitting-defeat-will/

http://www.gmb.org.uk/newsroom/snap-general-election

http://novaramedia.com/2017/04/12/homeless-families-and-social-cleans-
ing-how-local-councils-are-forcing-vulnerable-households-out-of-london/

After the Brexit vote the Tory gov-
ernment spent six months fobbing the 
public off with meaningless platitudes 
like “Brexit means Brexit” as they desper-
ately tried to cobble together some kind 
of Brexit negotiating stance. 

After half a year of blabbering ex-
cuses and pathetic distraction tactics 
Theresa May finally announced that her 
long-awaited negotiating tactic was go-
ing to be the diplomatic equivalent of a 
toddler tantrum. 

In her January 2017 clown costume 
speech she demanded all kinds of im-
plausible things, like an end to free move-
ment but special access to the Single 
Market for favoured sectors of the UK 
economy and a quickfire trade deal to be 
negotiated in parallel with the exit agree-
ment, and before the rights of EU citizens 
living in the UK have even been secured. 
She made it clear that if the EU didn’t cave 
in to her ridiculous demands, the Tory 
government would set about turning the 
UK into a low-skill, low-tech, low-wage, 
low-welfare, low-regulation corporate tax 
haven in retaliation.

If the EU caved in to Theresa May’s 
ridiculous demands, they would just be 
inviting her to resort to threats and ex-
tortion at every diplomatic juncture from 
then on.

A major problem for Theresa May is 
that she’s not just having a toddler tan-
trum to one adult, she’s doing it in front of 
27, and not a single one of them has given 
any indication that they intend to give in 
and give her what she wants.

The EU’s draft negotiating strategy 
has explicitly ruled out sectoral Single 
Market access for favoured UK corpora-
tions (the ones with the financial power 
to bribe/coerce the Tory government into 
defending their interests), and they’ve 
also ruled out a quickfire trade deal until 
after the separation agreement and the 
rights of EU citizens in the UK have been 
agreed. All 27 remaining member states 
have indicated that they will sign up to it, 
meaning Theresa May’s demands for all 
the ice cream are being denied by every-
one in the room, with nobody willing to 
even negotiate about ice cream until the 
tantrum behaviour subsides.

Poor children are arriving back from 
school holidays with malnourishment. 
Tories don’t care, of course.

It is the logical consequence of vot-
ing Conservative: They get into office 
and cut wages and benefits, meaning 
poor people no longer have enough 
money to feed themselves and their 
children.

Or why do you think these kids are 
coming to school hungry? 

Labour has announced a policy that 
will provide one decent hot meal per 
day for every child. 

So – increasing poverty, hunger and 
malnutrition that is effectively creat-
ing a famine affecting only the poor, in 
the sixth-richest country in the world? 
Or strong, healthy, intelligent children 
who are interested in learning because 

they don’t have to worry about the 
ache in their bellies?

Which will you support on May 4? 
(June 8)

The number of poor children go-
ing hungry during the school holidays 
is increasing to “heart-breaking” lev-
els, teachers across the country have 
warned.

As many as four in five staff (80 
per cent) reported a rise in “holiday 
hunger” over the past two years, with 
parents of children who qualify for free 
school meals (FSM) during term-time 
struggling to find the money to fund 
extra meals during school holidays.

In a survey led by the National Un-
ion of Teachers (NUT), 78 per cent of 
the 600 teachers polled said they recog-
nised children arriving at school hungry.

from Moon of Alabama
5667 days after the beginning of 

the war between the mightiest military 
of the world and local Afghan farmers, 
Pentagon reporters were excited to re-
port:

BREAKING: US drops largest 
non-nuclear bomb in Afghanistan - 
GBU-43/B Massive Ordnance Air Blast, 
via @barbarastarrcnn 

The U.S. generals demand, as they 
always do, more troops to “break the 
stalemate”. But there is no stalemate. 
The Afghan farmers are winning. The 
Taliban control more areas now than 
they ever controlled since 2002.

Dropping 22,000 lbs of high explo-
sives on some shack will not change 
that trend. (Though it will drown the 
news that the U.S. military just bombed 
and killed 18 of its Kurdish proxy forces 
in Syria.)

So what can the U.S. do in Afghani-
stan but blaming Russia and Iran on du-
bious grounds. Those countries – like 
China and other nearby countries – see 
the obviously coming U.S. retreat and 
talk with the Taliban to prepare for it.

The U.S. will have to and will leave 
and acknowledge that it joins the long 
lists of empires which tried to conquer 
Afghanistan and were defeated.

Tim Roache, GMB General Secre-
tary, said:

“It is right that an un-elected Prime 
Minister goes to the polls, but this elec-
tion cannot and should not be fought 
on sound bites and buzzwords.

“This election must be about the 

lives, hopes and worries of real people, 
not Westminster games.

“That means tackling insecure work, 
the housing crisis, a health and social care 
system close to breaking point and being 
clear about what the Government’s Brexit 
plan means for each and every one of us.”

by Housing Action Southwark & Lambeth

Hundreds of homeless households 
across London are being forced to ac-
cept private rented tenancies outside 
the capital, Freedom of Information 
requests have revealed.

Last year, 341 vulnerable families 
were given no choice by local councils 
but to move to other regions, most of-
ten the West Midlands, away from their 
schools, jobs, and local communities.

Thousands more were made to 
move out of their borough.

If families refused out of borough, 
or out of London, offers, they faced be-
ing deemed ‘intentionally homeless’, 
evicted from their temporary accom-
modation and left with little further 
assistance, research by Housing Action 
Southwark and Lambeth found.

No escape from insecure private 
sector tenancies. In most cases, housing 
offered to homeless families, even out 
of borough, was in the private sector.

Going through a council homeless-
ness application is an incredibly difficult 
experience, but many families have no 
choice but to engage with the process. It 
used to be the case that eventually after 
enduring in many cases years of poor 
quality temporary accommodation, 
people would finally be offered the se-
curity of social housing. But powers giv-
en to local councils under the Localism 
Act 2012 mean that this is no longer the 
case and councils can now end a home-
less duty with an offer of a one year ten-
ancy in the private rented sector.

The harmful implications of forcing 
families who have already been home-
less (at least) once into private housing — 
where they could easily be made home-
less again — are compounded by the fact 
so much of the accommodation being 
‘offered’ by London councils to homeless 
households is now outside of their home 
borough and in many cases the city itself, 
in places where families are likely to have 
no support structures in place.
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Best of the web

    
Is the NHS really over? Just the facts Ministers are trying to use 

a sticking plaster to patch up 
Britain’s social care emergency

Teachers could take national strike 
action over ‘unsustainable’ workload

Plastic Pollution - Why Coca-Cola 
need to take responsibility too

Unite statement on call for 
an early general election

https://www.sochealth.co.uk/2017/04/18/nhs-really-just-facts/

https://www.thecanary.co/2017/04/15/ministers-are-trying-to-use-a-
sticking-plaster-to-patch-up-britains-social-care-emergency/

https://www.tes.com/news/school-news/breaking-news/teach-
ers-could-take-national-strike-action-over-unsustainable

http://www.greenpeace.org.uk/blog/oceans/why-coca-co-
la-need-to-take-responsibility-too

http://www.unitetheunion.org/news/unite-statement-on-call-for-an-ear-
ly-general-election/

The population of the UK is an esti-
mated 65.1 million. 

1 in 20 GP surgeries have closed or 
merged since 2013. 57 closing down in 
2016 alone.

The NHS England budget is £117 bil-
lion for 2016/7 and will rise after infla-
tion to £120 billion by 2019/20. 

Every 36 hours the NHS will treat 
1,000,000 patients. 

Accident and emergency depart-
ments recorded their worst ever wait-
ing times in 2016/7.

Hospitals recorded their worst ever 
waiting times for elective surgery in 
2015. 

The NHS in England has 149,808 
doctors, 314,966 nurses, and employs 
1.3 million people. 

19% of NHS staff and 29.5% of NHS 
doctors are non-British. 

The average age of recent migrants 
to the UK is 26.

Healthcare costs change with age: 
a 20-year old costs an estimated £500 
per year, a 65-year old £3750 per year 
and an 85-year old £7500 per year. 

The population of the UK over 65 
in 1975 was 1 in 8. Today it is 1 in 6. By 
2050 it will be 1 in 4. There are 1.5 mil-
lion people over 85 in the U.K today. 

The NHS buys many drugs from 
Europe and the USA paying in Euros 
(€) and US dollars ($).

Health tourism, foreign citizens 
using the NHS, costs the NHS an esti-
mated £1-300 million per year. A new 
overseas surcharge recouped £289m 
in 2015. This is 0.3% of the total NHS 
budget. 

Stationery costs the NHS £146m/
year. 

Compared internationally the NHS 
achieves above average outcomes, 
with average funding and below aver-
age staff numbers. OECD.

Health costs rise each year in de-
veloped countries, above real world 
inflation. This is broken down into staff 
wage inflation, new technologies, pop-
ulation growth, new drugs and medical 
advances. 

The NHS was estimated to require 
£30 billion by 2020 to meet predicted 
demand. To date, it has received £4.5 
billion. 

Social care is estimated to require 
£4 billion by 2020 to maintain current 
service. 

The ratio of people working to 
those retired is called the Old Age 
Dependency Ratio (OADR). This was 
steady at around 300 retirees for every 
1000 people working from the 1980s 
to 2006, but has now since started to 
rise. With retirement age changes, it 
will still increase by 20% by 2037 to 
365.

Britain’s social care is in meltdown. 
Underfunded, understaffed, and over-
burdened. The latest debacle to hit the 
sector is the alarming revelation that 
900 care workers are quitting every 
day. Short-term fixes won’t do. The sec-
tor needs a drastic overhaul.

On top of an ageing population, 
which has driven local councils to ex-
haust their council tax precepts, there 
is no consistency on the provision of 
services across the country.

It leaves us as a nation in a state of 
inequity. And it leaves us with two op-

tions. We will have to fork out for pri-
vate social care or end up using central-
ly funded NHS hospitals. Because poor 
levels of care from staff shortages will 
drive us there.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . 

The NHS is centralised, so why not 
social care? This would ensure every-
one got the same level of care no matter 
how rich or poor their borough is. And 
in many ways, you cannot consider one 
without the other. Without good social 
care, people will use the NHS more.

NASUWT calls for last year’s 
DfE-commissioned reports on work-
load to be given legal force

Teachers could take national strike 
action over “unsustainable” levels of 
workload they say they are facing.

The NASUWT union’s conference 
this morning heard that high levels of 
workload outside of working hours were 
forcing teachers out of the profession, 
and causing mental health problems.

An emotional Iain Henderson, of 
Leicestershire, told delegates his wife 
had quit the profession two months 
ago, and he left last month, because of 
the demands put upon them.

“I’m 51. I’ve taught for 25 years. I don’t 
know what I’m going to do,” he said.

“We are probably going to have to 
sell the house. She works so incredibly 
hard. She works until midnight five 
times a week. I don’t.

“By their standards, she is an excel-

lent teacher and I am rubbish. If you 
read my file, it will say my lessons are 
terrible. The kids will tell you some-
thing different, but that’s what it says.

“This is a choice we have now. We 
are either working until midnight or we 
get into trouble for not doing so.”

He concluded: “I love my school and 
I love my kids, but I love my life more.”

A NUT survey this week found that 
45 per cent of young teachers were 
planning to leave the profession within 
five years, with “volume of workload” 
the biggest concern.

The NASUWT is already commit-
ted to action short of strike action over 
workload.

It instructed the union’s national 
executive to consult members na-
tionally about holding national days 
of strike action, as well as continu-
ous rolling, regional strike action, and 
time-limited workplace-based actions.

Everyone knows that plastic pollution 
is a massive problem. We’re all too familiar 
with seeing plastic bottles scattered along 
our beaches or washed up on riverbanks. 

But when it comes to tackling a 
problem of this scale, knowledge of the 
solutions is a bit fuzzier. It’s clear that to 
stop the flow of plastic into the ocean, 
we need to turn the tap off at source. 
This means ending the era of throwa-
way plastic. But that’s a pretty big ask. 
For those of us who live for practical to-
do lists, how do we do that?

We’ve kicked off our campaign by 
calling for the companies that are re-
sponsible for selling single-use plastic 
bottles to us to commit to drastically 
reducing their plastic footprint, by ditch-

ing throwaway plastic. Studies estimate 
that 600 billion bottles will be produced 
globally this year - and Coca-Cola alone is 
responsible for a sixth of all plastic drinks 
bottles sold around the world. In the UK, 
16 million plastic bottles will be dumped 
into our environment every day. 

But isn’t it up to individuals not to 
litter, and to make sure the plastic bot-
tles they use are recycled? 

The answer is that we all have a 
responsibility to reduce our plastic 
footprint - individuals, businesses and 
governments. But there is such a huge 
amount of plastic flowing into the 
ocean - a rubbish truck’s worth every 
single minute - that we need to tackle 
this problem at source. 

Responding to today’s (Tuesday 18 
April) announcement by prime minis-
ter Theresa May of a general election 
on 8 June, Unite acting general sec-
retary Gail Cartmail said: “The prime 
minister has gone back on her word 
regarding an early general election and 
the electorate will remember that.  

“The country now has a choice be-
tween whether to vote for a Conserva-
tive party which is determined to pursue 
a hard, disastrous Brexit and is wedded 
to continuing with miserable austeri-

ty and destroying the rights and living 
standards of working people, or a Labour 
party which is presenting real, positive 
change based on a fairer economy and 
determined to ensure that on leaving the 
EU, jobs and communities can thrive. 

“Labour has the policy platform that 
voters want. Now it is time to take it to 
the country and win the change work-
ing people so urgently need. During this 
upcoming electoral period Unite’s work 
to support members at their workplaces 
will continue unimpeded.”
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Manchester Mayoral 
Hustings hosted by the 
Greater Manchester 
Housing Association 

on April the 3rd in Salford.
Angry citizens and sycophan-

tic party members from across the 
spectrum could sit and listen to all 
five mayoral candidates speak, and 
ask housing questions. The atmos-
phere was heated and the candi-
dates rightfully received a healthy 
dose of public cynicism.

Labour candidate Andy Burn-
ham, made a plastic socialism, 
pret-a-porter Cambridge standard 
speech that ostensibly made sense, 
emphasizing his promise of eradi-
cating homelessness in Manches-
ter; also, the populist vote-court-
ing promise of free bus tickets 
for youth aged 17–18. It was what 
you would expect from an experi-
enced politico from the Blair cab-
inet of yesteryear, who redefined 
his career in the aftermath of his 
deafening defeat by Corbyn in the 
2015 leadership election. The offi-
cial line is he’s moving away from 
Westminster politics towards local 
government… which could well 
be Burnham’s covert admission 
that his careerist ambitions aren’t 
quite up to par with the cut throat 
spinelessness that major politics 
demands. Sometime in the recent 
winter of Blairite prospects, Andy 
reinvented himself as the work-
ing class hero, recycled his accent 
and started campaigning for may-
or on a decent socialist pledge. It 
certainly looks like he is going to 
win based on the panel on the 3rd 
of April, since despite his tortured 
politeness and the weariness of his 
“nice guy” suit, he’s still the most 
articulate of the three major party 
candidates present. 

His record on welfare voting 
is decent, but his strong pro war 
stance shows the socialism is 
adopted at the socially acceptable, 
easy level — not where it really 
matters, on the international con-
flicts at the nexus of our troubled 
times. Probably, for this reason, 
he might make a good mayor, in a 
world where a good mayor made a 
difference against the Tory central 
government. A limitation all pres-
ent candidates seemed to acknowl-
edge.

Understandingly, the crowd 
manifested loud derision at the 
PR promises but poor record of 
Labour. All around the chapel that 
hosted the meeting lies a very im-
pressive set of construction sites, 
where the new age of Salford 
gentrification is being built: flats, 
yes, affordable, no. As the crowd 
pointed out, when are we solving 
the housing crisis for the working 
people, not for the ... neocon and 
Media City elite?

This Tory wants to take care of 
your future

Turmoil and indignation 
reached boiling point when the 
“can’t they have cake” Tory Sean 
Anstee unveiled his strategy to 
tackle the housing crisis… by in-
vesting in more aspirational hous-
ing. Considering actual home-

less activists were present, this 
sounded like contemptuous zilch. 
I couldn’t even make sense of his 
contributions, since the Tory lan-
guage is but a random amalgama-
tion of business concepts like as-
piration, business, jobs, economic 
growth, prosperity, development... 
a little pseudo-economic facade 
for the organised redistribution of 
wealth from the poor to the rich 
that neoliberalism actually is, once 
you strip the bullshit. A doctrine 
that cares about you, only as a cus-
tomer, not as a worker. Your dollar, 
not your life.

“How can you pretend you 
want to dispel homelessness when 
you’re part of the party that gener-

ated homelessness?”
When this was asked (mainly of 

Anstee by a Labour member), the 
question resonated with the hun-
dreds present to general uproar, 
and the Tory’s face needed to be 
seen in its deadpan soulless glory.

“The Manchester economy un-
derperforms against the UK aver-
age”… he says, insinuating we get 
what we deserve for being lazy. Of 
course, he met more derision from 
the crowd.

Here, the Green Party candidate 
Will Patterson made a spectacular 
contribution pointing out that the 
goal need not be more and more 
economic growth, since the growth 
doesn’t seem to be accompanied 

by a raise in living standards but 
for the very few, and an increase in 
inequality. He also made the sensi-
ble mention that we need to shift 
away from the stigma associated 
with renting, and to acknowledge 
that the help-to-buy scheme has 
been a failure that ends up dis-
possessing the public of its social 
housing and further privileging the 
slightly better off. A man of sincere 
and honest solutions outside the 
dystopian parlance of mainstream 
politics, himself a renter, Patterson 
stood as the one with the key to the 
housing crisis — had his chances not 
been equal to zero due to the anti-
democratic ineffectiveness of the 
first past the post system.

The face of sincere politics
The Liberal Democrat Jane 

Brophy would be so banal as to 
invite amnesia, if it wasn’t for her 
outstanding error of blaming the 
housing crisis on the mental health 
and drug issues of the homeless. 
On the off chance the lady might 
be reading socialist papers, may I 
suggest the data in no way shows 
such correlation: if the person-
al failings of the youth or elderly 
was the cause of the housing and 
homeless crisis, what explains its 
devastatingly increased rate over 
the last ten years? Such an increase 
surely would have an economic or 
otherwise systemic explanation... 
all of which would ultimately be 
reducible to policies. The major 
factor in social politics over the last 
decade has been the Tory Austeri-
ty regime. Therefore, austerity has 
caused this, so too, probably, those 
complicit governments that have 
slowly walked the same neoliber-
al path. A different angle: my na-
tive country doesn’t boast the rich 
“economic growth” that UK likes to 
selectively pump its chest with... 
but there isn’t a similar growing 
landscape of young, dejected and 
elderly filling the streets in sleep 
sacks. No similar aggressive dis-
mantling of social protections has 
taken place there. No weakening 
of the family structure via hous-
ing benefit afforded to a single oc-
cupier only, which forces people 
to choose between a family and a 
roof — the very essence of sadistic 
politics.

I, therefore, suggest you also 
forget about the unremarkable Lib 
Dem whose thinly veiled attempts 
at populism via quoting person-
al stories couldn’t make up for a 
structural lack of political under-
standing, and her empty careerism.

In addition, I shall gloss over the 
UKIP candidate; the whole country 
has done likewise too. The only 
thing that stood out about Shneur 
Odze is his assertion that housing 
should be a priority for those born 
and bred here and, surely, his as-
sociation with the UKIP Friends 
of Israel, sneaky arm of the Israel 
Lobby.

MANCHESTER 
MAYOR HUSTINGS 
VOTE FOR THE BEST SUIT A 
FINE DISPLAY OF PRIVILEGES
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By PAULINE TOWN

Last Tuesday we were shut 
because I was sorting out 
lots of donations and doing 
some of the work that keeps 

the pub going.....there was a knock 
on the door and when I answered it 
there was a lady there with a young 
guy called Jamie - he was a big lad 
and he quite obviously had some 
issues. She introduced herself as 
a social worker and had the ID to 
prove that - she works with people 
with fairly serious mental health is-
sues in adult social care. Jamie had 
been made homeless because his 
mum just simply could not cope 
any longer. She was here to ask me 
if I could help find him accommo-
dation for the night.......I asked the 
usual questions, had she been to 
Housing Advice - she had and she 
told me that they had deemed 
him to be intentionally homeless 
based on giving up a tenancy back 
in 2013.....since then he has been in 
prison, in a hostel and at his mum’s.

Now this lad has serious mental 
health problems - he is under a psy-
chiatrist, he has a CPN and he has a 
social worker - she had his file with 
him underlining all of this - but de-
spite all of this, he still fell outside 
Housing’s duty of care because 
of that surrendered tenancy four 
years ago......

Jamie is a really disturbed young 
man and because of previous issues 
she told me that he cannot go to the 
local hostels because of an incident 
that happened last year in one of 
them - though she didn’t elaborate 
on that....but by this time he was 
becoming visibly agitated. I called 
Infinity Initiatives to see if they had 
any suggestions and they also of-
fered to try to advocate for him.

Right at this point one of the 
other young lads who we have 
been helping had also arrived 
needing to pick up a food parcel as 
he was starving - he’s still waiting 
for his benefits to come through 
and at that point was rough sleep-
ing, so I had taken my eyes off 
Jamie to sort him out and only re-
alised when I went out with that 
bag of food that the social worker 
had to go back to the office and 
had left him on the corner, alone 
and with nowhere to go.......I didn’t 
realise she was actually going to 

go as Gemma had promised to call 
her back, so I assumed she was go-
ing to hang on with him. It was the 
young lad that I was feeding that 
told me that she had gone and that 
Jamie had walked off alone into 
Ashton.....

We tried to follow him, but he 
had disappeared - none of us have 
any idea where he has ended up, 
which I have been losing sleep 
over ever since - but what also re-
ally, really concerns me that this 
is a young guy with serious issues 
who was out there with nowhere 

to go - to be unable to go to the hos-
tels, there must have been a really 
serious incident and that means 
that he is potentially a danger to 
himself and to others, and he was 
scared, confused and agitated.....

Really, in 2016 a social work-
er had to knock on a pub door to 
look for help for a very vulnerable 
young man?????

This time we didn’t get the 
chance to help as his social worker 
left him and he took off, but I also 
am genuinely not sure what I could 
have done in any case, he should 

be in supported accommodation 
at the least to make sure that he is 
safe and to keep him from ending 
up in trouble again.

We keep coming back to the 
same problems over and over and 
over - even if there is no “duty of 
care” - where are people like Jamie 
supposed to go and when it goes 
wrong and people get hurt it’s go-
ing to be too late.....

This time I don’t have an answer 
- but I do know that We Shall Over-
come is needed more and more 
with every week that passes....

IntentIonally 
homeless 
despIte serIous 
mental Illness
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By Kitty S Jones

In 2004, George Lakoff, profes-
sor of linguistics at Berkeley, 
wrote Don’t Think of an Ele-
phant!  Lakoff’s central point 

was that how issues are framed 
– which points of view the media 
and other political agenda setters 
defined as important and accept-
able, and the language used to 
do so – largely shapes how voters 
think about them. 

Media manipulation is a series 
of related techniques in which par-
tisans create images or arguments 
that favour their own particular 
interests. Such tactics may include 
the use of logical fallacies, psycho-
logical manipulations, deception, 
linguistic, rhetorical and propagan-
da techniques, and often involve 
the suppression of information or 
alternative perspectives by simply 
crowding them out.  

Discrediting and minimisation 
are often used in persuading other 
people or social groups to stop lis-
tening to certain perspectives and 
arguments, or by simply diverting 
public attention elsewhere. An 
example of diversion is the recent 
widespread scapegoating of refu-
gees and people who need social 
security, such as disabled people 
or those who have lost their jobs, 
in a bid to maintain the hegemony 
of neoliberalism and its values at a 
time when its failings were brought 
into sharp focus during and follow-
ing the global crisis – also exposing 

failings in the behaviours and prac-
tices of the government and the 
vulture capitalist financier class. 

Neoliberalism always gravi-
tates towards increasing inequality, 
extending and deepening poverty. 
Fear mongering is sometimes used 
with a diversion  or misdirection 
propaganda technique to mask 
this, and may be pervasive. Some-
times politicians and media com-
mentators suddenly take a debate 
in a weird and irrational but pre-
dictable direction to avoid demo-
cratic accountability. 

The process often begins with 
a marginalised group being singled 
out and held to blame for the socio-
economic problems created by the 
system of socioeconomic organisa-
tion itself. Using the construction 
of folk devils (welfare “skivers” , 
“workshy” “something for nothing 
culture”, “culture of entitlement” 
or “dependency” for example), the 
political class and media generate 
moral panic and outrage, which 
serves to de-empathise the public 
and to justify the dehumanisation 
of politically created outgroups. 

Stigma, prejudice and discrim-
ination follow, all of which serves 
to subvert responsibility for the 
harmful consequences and dis-
tress experienced by the targeted 
group. In the UK, people needing 
welfare support, and particularly 
disabled people, have been stig-
matised and then targeted with 
discriminatory policies which have 
placed a disproportionate burden 

of austerity; cuts to lifeline support 
and services, on that social group. 
The policies have contravened dis-
abled people’s human rights.

Meanwhile, the vulture capi-
talist financier class are still being 
rewarded, profiting from often 
reckless, economic and socially 
damaging behaviours. Of course 
it’s business as usual. 

The media and the government 
conflate neoliberal authoritarian 
behaviours and policies that cause 
distress and harm to marginalised 
social groups with “power and 
strength”, and any opposition to 
this with “weakness”. 

Campaigners against social in-
justice are labeled “extremist” and 
politicians on the left who stand up 
against prejudice and discrimina-
tion are labeled “weak”, “anti-Brit-
ish” and extensively ridiculed and 
smeared. Every single Labour lead-
er, with the exception of Blair, has 
had this treatment from the main-
stream media.

During the coalition and Con-
servative governments, the tab-
loids have chosen and framed most 
of the debates that have dominat-
ed domestic politics in the UK, en-
suring that immigration, welfare, 
law and order, the role of the state, 
and Britain’s relationship with Eu-
rope have all been discussed in in-
creasingly right wing terms, while 
almost ironically, the government 
have colonised progressive rheto-
ric to cover their intentions.

There is therefore a growing 

chasm between Conservative dis-
course, and policy intentions and 
outcomes. There isn’t a bridge be-
tween rhetoric and reality. 

The Conservatives have plun-
dered from left wing narrative 
purely to broaden their superficial 
appeal and to neutralise opposition 
to controversial and contentious 
policy. The legislative context in 
which such language is being used 
is completely at odds with how it 
is being described by purposefully 
stolen terms and phrases which are 
being applied most deceitfully. 

The negative associations be-
cause of Conservative policies 
have eclipsed the original mean-
ings of the imported language. I 
always flinch when a Conservative 
minister says that the government 
is intending to “support” disabled 
people into work, or that they want 
to make welfare “fair” and they 
support “social justice”,   for exam-
ple.

It’s very disorienting and dis-
arming to see the language of so-
cial justice, democracy, inclusion 
and equality being used to justify 
and describe policies which extend 
social injustice, authoritarianism, 
exclusion and inequality. It’s also 
much more difficult to challenge 
actions that are disguised by a tac-
tic of extensive euphemising, that 
draws on glittering generalities and 
the narrative of the opposition (the 
left generally).

Only a Conservative minister 
would claim that taking money 

from the lifeline support of sick and 
disabled people is somehow “fair,” 
or about “helping”, “supporting” or 
insultingly, “incentivising” people 
who have already been deemed 
unfit for work by their doctors and 
the state via the work capability as-
sessment, to work.

The Tories all too frequently 
employ such semantic shifts and 
euphemism – linguistic strate-
gies – as an integral part of a wider 
range of techniques of neutrali-
sation that are used, for example, 
to provide linguistic relief from 
conscience and to suspend moral 
constraint – to silence both “inner 
protest” and public objections – to 
the political violation of social and 
moral norms and human rights; to 
justify acts that cause harm to oth-
ers while also denying there is any 
subsequent harm being inflicted 
by austerity policies; to deny the 
targeted population’s accounts 
and experiences of political acts 
of harm, and to neutralise any re-
morse felt by themselves and oth-
er witnesses.

Media discourse has often 
preempted a fresh round of Con-
servative austerity cuts, resulting 
in the identification, scapegoat-
ing and marginalisation of social 
groups in advance of targeted, 
discriminatory policies. Media 
discourse is being used as a ve-
hicle for the government to push 
their ideological agenda forward 
without meeting legitimate criti-
cism, opposition and public scru-

Dishonest ways of being Dishonest: 
an exploration of Conservative euphemisms

Conservatives are espeCially Conservative with the truth: the media are the message
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tiny and without due regard for 
essential democratic processes 
and safeguards.  The mainstream 
media will not challenge or un-
dermine the wider state-corpo-
rate nexus of which it is a funda-
mental part.

Noam Chomsky has written ex-
tensively about the role of the free 
market media in reinforcing domi-
nant ideology and maintaining the 
unequal distribution and balance 
of power.  In  Manufacturing Con-
sent, Chomsky and Herman ex-
plore the media’s role in establish-
ing the apparence of a political and 
economic orthodoxy (neoliberal-
ism) and extending a seemingly 
normative compliance with state 
policies, while also marginalising 
antithetical or alternative perspec-
tives, dismissing them as heresy. 
In the US and UK, most left wing 
commentors have a very dimin-
ished media platform from which 
to present their perspectives and 
policy proposals. 

This “free-market” version of 
censorship is more subtle and dif-
ficult to identify and undermine 
than the equivalent propaganda 
system which was present in Nazi 

Germany or the Soviet Union. 
As Chomsky argues, the 

mainstream press is corporate 
owned and so reflects corporate 
priorities and interests.  While 
acknowledging that some jour-
nalists are dedicated and well-in-
tentioned, he says that the choice 
of topics and issues featured in 
the mass media, the unques-
tioned premises on which that 
“coverage” rests, and the range of 
opinions that are expressed are 
all constrained to reinforce the 
state’s dominant ideology.

How to tell lies dishonestly
Propaganda, PR, spin, manip-

ulation, and techniques of neu-
tralisation (a kind of doublespeak 
aimed at “switching off” your in-
ner conscience, remorse and mo-
rality, and that of witnesses, so 
you can do things normally con-
sidered unacceptable, immoral or 
plain evil), are indirect or convo-
luted ways of telling lies. These 
techniques are very sneaky, often 
providing “get outs”. As such, the 
tactics are dishonest ways of be-
ing dishonest. While often pro-
viding a cover or superficial style 

of “truth”, the underlying content 
is always a big lie.

Not “a series of possibilities” 
or a “terminological inexactitude,” 
or “a series of misunderstandings” 
or   “an unwise commitment”, but 
a lie. 

Even the labels “fake news”, 
“post rationalism” and  “post truth” 
are euphemisms. We live in an age 
of great political deceit and lies.

That’s intentional, manipula-
tive whopping whopper lies.

The Conservatives have de-
veloped a notorious lexicon of 
euphemisms, especially designed 
to divert challenges and debate, to 
hide their aims and intentions and 
to reduce opposition, in order to 
manufacture an illusion of consen-
sus, consistent with old school di-
versionary and bandwaggon prop-
aganda methods.

Winston Churchill came up 
with the crafty phrase “termino-
logical inexactitude,” which means 
being conservative with the truth 
(see what I did there), or to be more 
direct, it means telling lies.  There 
are indirect ways of lying – less 
honest ways of being intentionally 
dishonest, if you will. 

Euphemisms are often a form 
of doublespeak; they are words 
used to hide, distort or “neutral-
ise” reality.   Euphemisms put po-
litical intentions, actions and their 
consequences in a better light, in 
much the same way that the ma-
fia employs language to minimise 
the consequences of their actions. 
No-one is ever murdered by the 
mafia, to hear them talk, instead 
they are simply “given their med-
icine” , “clipped” or “wacked”, for 
example. However, people end 
up dead, unfortunately. The mafia 
say that disposing of the bodies 
of their murder victims is “spring 
cleaning”.

A credibility assessment 
of Tory narrating 
and editing: the sin 
in the spin exposed

1. “Reforms” =   The stealthy 
privatisation of public wealth. 
“Conservative Reforms” entail 
cuts to social provisions and pub-
lic services – paid for by everyone 
– which support the poorest citi-
zens when they experience hard-
ship. The money is then re-allo-

cated to the wealthiest citizens via 
generous tax cuts and lower busi-
ness tax   rates which effectively 
privatises wealth and profit, while 
making any risks and costs a social 
burden.

2. “Targeting those in greatest 
need” = savage and increasing cuts 
to social security provision, and in 
particular, to disabled people’s life-
line support. No-one actually qual-
ifies for support, any more. How-
ever, a handful may get a favorable 
outcome when assessors flip a coin 
to decide which of the very ill peo-
ple they meet and put through the 
mill are lucky enough to meet their 
target of permitting six successful 
claims per year. From 2017, the tar-
get will reduce again to three. By 
2020, no-one will “need” disability 
benefits and support, as we will all 
be cured by work fare.

Ultimately,  this entails  a  con-
stant moving goalpost of eligibility 
to publicly funded support. The 
government reduces the numbers 
of those previously entitled to 
welfare by constant, changing and 
unstated political redefinition of 
“need”, while implying to the pub-
lic that welfare and those who need 

Dishonest ways of being Dishonest: 
an exploration of Conservative euphemisms
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it are dispensable.
3. “Making work pay” = disman-

tling social security by stealth and 
driving down wages, ensuring that 
private companies profit.

4. “National living wage” = 
small and pitiful increase in min-
imum wage that does not offset 
welfare cuts (Universal Credit) and 
other losses, such as job insecurity, 
poor working conditions, zero hour 
contracts.

5. “Supporting/helping people 
into work” = extremely punitive 
measures of behavioural condi-
tionality and financial sanctions 
that hinder people in finding ap-
propriate work, aimed at cutting 
social security spending and pre-
senting lifeline benefits as dispen-
sable to the public, whilst coercing 
people to behave in ways that ben-
efit the state and that do not bene-
fit those citizens being manipulat-
ed and coerced to fulfil the aims of 
the policy makers.

2, 3, 4 and 5 also undermine 
collective bargaining, since people 
are being coerced to take any work 
available, rather than suitable, se-
cure work with acceptable pay and 
working conditions.

6.   “Worklessness” = a made 
up word that disguises unemploy-
ment and underemployment be-
cause of government, economic 
and labour market failure, followed 
by political scapegoating and cul-
tural bullying of the poorest citi-
zens.

7. “Extremists”= peaceful cam-
paigners who object to social in-
justice, anyone else who doesn’t 
support the neoliberal status quo, 
authoritarianism, inequality, grow-
ing poverty and human rights 
abuses.

8. “Hard working strivers” = 
compliant and exploited citizens 
whose consumerism and system-
atic oppression keeps Tory donor 
big businesses in profit.

9.   “Democracy” = authoritari-
anism, so that means it’s whatever 
the Tories say it is.

It entails policies which engi-
neer a set of changes with huge 
distributional consequences: tax 
credit and benefit cuts will mean 
low-income working families with 
children will become significantly 
worse off, while wealthier families 
stand to gain a lot as a result of in-
creases in the personal allowance 
and higher rate tax threshold, for 
example. 

Recent analysis by the Res-
olution Foundation shows four 
fifths of the gains from income tax 
cuts go to the most affluent half 
of households, while the poorest 
third of households will shoulder 
two-thirds of the government’s 
benefit cuts. This is an extraordi-
nary indictment on a government 
that claims to have “fairness” and 
“social justice” at its heart.

10. “Progressive”= extremely re-
gressive, almost feudal.

11. “Behavioural change”=  to 

separate citizens from the pros-
pects of material progress and to 
condition them to accept both the 
status quo and the short straw of 
neoliberal ” market forces”.

12. “Policy” = a method of si-
phoning money from the poorest 
citizens and public services into 
corporate and millionaires’ bank 
accounts, while punishing the 
poorest citizens as they are robbed, 
by telling all and sundry it’s their 
own fault they are poor. Usually 
involves an element of character 
divination and quack “cures” for 
“faulty” people. Often justified 
by an implied “trickle down” of 
wealth.

Neoliberal policies require a 
political framework of authoritar-
ianism as they don’t benefit most 
people, and strip our public assets. 
A lot of neoliberalism is about gov-
ernments kidding people that  ne-
oliberalism doesn’t cause massive 
inequalities, poverty, and the re-
moval of publicly funded social 
support mechanisms.

While the state shrinks radi-
cally in terms of what it provides 
for ordinary people to meet their 
needs, it paradoxically develops 
a massive and increasingly bu-
reaucratic order to deceive ordi-
nary people in order to impose 
an authoritarian rule allowing the 
government to keep on imposing 
ruthless scorched earth neoliber-
al policies so that a few very, very 
wealthy folk can get even wealth-

ier whilst everyone else becomes 
increasingly miserable and strug-
gles in meeting their basic surviv-
al needs.

13.   “Supply side economics” = 
founded on the mythical “trickle 
down” and the side-splittingly  co-
medic idea that reducing taxes for 
the wealthiest will increase Treas-
ury revenue. Usually, it’s hiked VAT 
and another raid on disabled peo-
ple’s lifeline support that does that.

The economist John Kenneth 
Galbraith wrote, “Mr. David Stock-
man has said that supply-side eco-
nomics was merely a cover for the 
trickle-down approach to econom-
ic policy – what an older and less el-
egant generation called the horse-
and-sparrow theory: If you feed 
the horse enough oats, some will 
pass through to the road for the 
sparrows.”   This basically means 
the majority of the population are 
fed  piles of horsesh*t.

14. “Free market”= economic 
Darwinism, the triumph of rogue 
multinationals and predatory cap-
italism, which brings about the 
commodification of every single 
basic human need so a few corpo-
rations can make sustained, mas-
sive profits, while everyone else is 
dispossessed by the government.

15. “Big society” = oppressive 
bureaucratic state that is enforc-
ing the systematic dismantling of 
the social gains we made with our 
post-war settlement. It also means 
privatisation and cutting public 

services down to Victorian size, 
but excluding the gin houses. So, 
in a nutshell, no support but lots of 
authoritarian surveilance, control 
and punishment from the govern-
ment

16.  “Work experience” = free 
labour, exploitation opportuni-
ties and big profits for the govern-
ment’s corporate sponsors.  Also 
part of a wider plan to dismantle 
welfare and to undermine trade 
unions and collective bargaining.

17. “The law” = whatever the 
Tories say it is. If they don’t like it, 
they simply ignore or re-write it.

18. “Cutting the deficit”  = we 
will probably more than double 
it, but it’s our smokescreen for a 
strong neoliberal programme of 
austerity and redistributing public 
wealth into a few private bank ac-
counts, probably offshore.

19. “Fair” = whatever the To-
ries say it is. Usually, Conservative 
“fairness” entails taking money 
from the poorest citizens, raiding 
public funds and handing it out to 
very wealthy people and providing 
rogue companies with contracts to 
help them do so.

Ethically bankrupt companies 
such as Atos, G4S and Maximus 
also generally cost the public bil-
lions more than they promise to 
save.

20. “Social justice” = rather like 
Augusto Pinochet’s bureaucratic 
authoritarianism: huge and grow-
ing social inequality, absolute pov-
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erty and harsh financial penalties 
for many people, such as those who 
are economically inactive because 
they are too ill to work, and those 
who have exploitative employers 
paying them a pittance. Sanctions 
and welfare conditionality are held 
to be “fair” and about Conservative 
“social justice”.

Low taxes for stingy and dis-
proportionately resentful million-
aires, who have gained the most 
from society but don’t feel like 
giving anything back, is also con-
sidered by the Conservatives as 
“social justice”.  Poor and disabled 
people experiencing harm, distress 
and dying because of the Conserv-
ative austerity cuts is also included 
in this definition.

21. “Causal relationship/cause 
and effect” = whatever the Tories 
say it is. Anything that challenges 
Conservative discourse is generally 
dismissed as “anecdotal”. However 
the government make up statistics 
to “empirically support” their own 
anecdotal dogma.

22. “Small state”= massively 
bureaucratic administration aimed 
at incredibly intrusive and con-
trolling state interventions in the 
intimate areas of our lives, such as 
decision-making, attitudes, beliefs 
and behaviours. These technocrat-
ic interventions inevitably reduce 
the autonomy and remove the lib-
erties of the poorest citizens, whilst 
those in positions of power making 
the decisions are not held account-
able for the consequences of their 
abysmal, callous and usually very 
greedy choices.

The Behavioural Insights Team, 
at the heart of the Cabinet, are con-
tributing to formulating policies to 
save the government money and 
to make a lot of profit from that. 
Their aim is to distract the public 
and “change the behaviours” of 
mostly poor citizens, providing 
both a prop and justification for 
failing neoliberal policies which re-
sult in widespread poverty, precar-
ity and massive social inequalities. 
Welfare conditionality and sanc-
tions, for example, are forms of pu-

nitive behavioural “correction” for 
the assumed character deficits and 
“faulty” psychology of people who 
are not wealthy. It seems the gov-
ernment think with impeccable 
logic that people can be punished 
out of being poor, by making them 
more poor in order to stop them 
being poor.

Meanwhile those who dam-
aged the economy are left to con-
tinue making hefty profits from 
economy-damaging behaviours, 
because the government decided 
to make poor people pay for those 
“mistakes” via austerity measures 
instead.  The behaviour change 
agenda sends out the message 
that it is individuals who some-
how “choose” to be poor (yes, re-
ally), rather than poverty being an 
inevitable feature of an economic 
system that is weighted towards 
rewarding wealthy citizens while 
increasingly dispossessing the ma-
jority of ordinary citizens.

23.  “We are all in it together” = 
it’s everyone for themselves, un-
less you are poor. The wealthy get 

socialism and special handshakes, 
the poor get laissez faire, the work 
ethic via operant conditioning, 
Samuel Smiles’ Victorian moralis-
ing bibles: Thrift and Self help, and 
a liberal dose of Malthusian miser-
ablism.

24. “British values” = extremely 
divided society with a high level 
of social prejudice, inequality, ab-
solute poverty and human rights 
abuses.

Used to redefine working class 
interests by the establishment, de-
signed as a pressure cooker type of 
diversionary release for oppressed 
blue-collar workers, by offering 
them one “opportunity” to demo-
cratically register their alienation, 
anger and fear because of deteri-
orating social conditions and po-
litical disenfranchisement, via the 
populist Brexit campaign, while 
maintaining neoliberal hegemony 
and ensuring an ever-downward 
pressure on labour conditions, 
wages and collective bargaining.

25. “Integrated healthcare” = a 
combination of savage cuts, home-

opathy, cognitive behavioural ther-
apy, “pulling yourself together” and 
being told that “work is a health 
outcome” a lot. It’s failure precedes 
and contributes to justifying priva-
tisation.

26. “Truthfully” = I want you to 
think I am being honest, but I am 
not. It’s a delivery style rather than 
being about actual truth content.

27. “Objectively”= the status 
quo; ideologically driven, more 
dogma to follow. Anti-intellectual-
ism.

28. “Safe in our hands” = we 
fully intend to privatise all public 
services to make profit for big busi-
ness and ourselves.

29. “Work is a health outcome” 
= the creation of an opportunity for 
big business to exploit sick and dis-
abled people by politically coercing 
them into low paid, insecure work 
via punitive policies (euphemisti-
cally called “welfare conditional-
ity”), and to build a desperate re-
serve army of labour, thus driving 
wages down further whilst simul-
taneously dismantling the welfare 

state and the NHS.
30. “Transparency” = corrup-

tion and authoritarianism.
The communication dept 

of the Tories are real wags . 
To mentioned ‘austerity’..the big-
gest lie of all. Used after the Second 
World War, it conjures and creates 
an all-encompassing discourse of 
overwhelming, unalterable, nec-
essary scarcity. It ensures that any 
and all debates are (de)formed 
within it. It’s probably the finest 
term they’ve reinvented that both 
covers their aims..the dissolu-
tion of the welfare state, and their 
reason for doing so…they want 
their servants and central London 
homes back.

A term one comes across re-
cently is ‘work related activity 
group’ quite a mouthful, huh? It re-
fers to those who are too ill to work, 
but are just not trying hard enough, 
dammit. The acronym? WRAGs. A 
special place in hell should be re-
served for the emotionally-stunt-
ed, publically educated, witty chap 
who came up with this one.
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CHILDREN growing up in pov-
erty constantly move home, make 
long journeys to school and have to 
stay indoors in unsafe neighbour-
hoods, a new report reveals. 

The Children’s Society said it dis-
covered some “heart breaking” sto-
ries, including a nine-year-old who 
had moved house eight times and 
attended four different schools. Inter-
views with children found problems 
worsened in older years, with teenag-
ers going hungry and being punished 
for breaking school rules on uni-
forms. One nine-year-old girl said she 
and her brothers took it in turns to 
beg strangers or friends and family for 
money when family finances reached 
breaking point. Matthew Reed, chief 
executive of the Children’s Society, 
said: “The heart-breaking testimo-
nies of children in this report offer a 
glimpse into the harsh realities of life 
for the four million children growing 
up in poverty in the UK.” 

The charity called for the Gov-
ernment to ensure support for 
housing costs increases in line 
with local rents for families who 
are renting privately, to help secure 
their children’s homes over the 
long term. < source : The Childrens 
Society UK ; january 2017 report >

In addition the government’s as-
sault on social care has made adults 
increasingly reliant on their kids 
to plug the gaps: < Source :January 
2017Published survey by the char-
ity Carers Trust to mark Young Car-
ers Awareness Day.> ; <https://www.
theguardian.com/society/2017/
jan/26/crisis-young-carers-uk-child-
schools-end-secrecy-stigma>

Each morning, as he approaches 
his school gates, 14-year-old Bru-
no Cardeal tries transforming into 
someone who at least vaguely re-
sembles a teenager.Being the prima-
ry carer for his mum, childhood is 
not something that comes naturally. 
His evenings and weekends at home 
in Peterborough are spent juggling 
grownup roles, worries and respon-
sibilities – the housekeeping, run-
ning errands, administering medi-
cation. Bruno’s mother has been in a 
wheelchair or on crutches since hav-

ing a heart attack seven years ago, 
and his father is dead. “The emo-
tional side is the hardest,” he says. He 
leaves his homework for when she is 
asleep: “I wake up at 5.30am or I stay 
up till 4am. But sometimes I’m really 
tired and it’s hard to do it.”

Bruno does all this out of love, 
not duty; he doesn’t want his moth-
er to suffer or struggle ;and he is not 
the only child performing this lonely 
and emotionally complex high-wire 
act. According to the Children’s Soci-
ety, there are an estimated 700,000 
young carers in the UK – kids or 
teens who are the primary carer for 
a sick, incapacitated or addicted par-
ent. That means two young carers 
in every classroom, each typically 
spending 20-50 hours a week on 
their caring duties. And the number 
is rising. The 2011 census indicated 
that the number of young carers in 
England and Wales was up 19% on 
the previous decade; even more 
alarmingly, it revealed an 83% in-
crease in the number of very young 
carers aged between five and seven. 
Since then, the government’s assault 
on social care systems and the NHS 
has made adults increasingly reliant 
on their kids to plug the gaps – and 
forced more and more children into 
de facto district nursing roles.

The survey further suggests 
73% of these kids take time off 
school or studies to cope with their 
caring responsibilities. A third say 
they skip school most weeks. Near-
ly half of young carers report being 
left tired or stressed. Unsurprising-
ly, excessive or age-inappropriate 
caregiving has been shown to be a 
significant risk factor for children 
and young people’s mental health:

Christian Rees, 14, is anoth-
er young carer at Bruno’s school, 
Hampton College. His mother has a 
physical disability and his father has 
epilepsy. He finds his daily transfor-
mation between school and home 
hardest in the evenings: “You’re 
trying to help your parents but you 
can’t at first because after six hours 
at school you’re still not you.”

As a former young carer along-
side my brother, I recognise how 

conflicted many of these children 
feel. All those afternoons I wanted 
to rush home from school while si-
multaneously dreading home-time 
and holidays. Trying to be diligent 
and well-behaved while also hop-
ing for a class detention. Our moth-
er, who raised us single-handedly 
while fighting an eight-year battle 
with breast cancer, always encour-
aged us to try to put our school-
work first. Nonetheless, like many 
young carers, I felt guilty about 
studying. Swotting had become 
my refuge – a kind of escapism that 
felt secretly selfish. I felt torn about 
going away to university.

Becky Wise, a 16-year-old car-
er from Yarnton in Oxfordshire, is 
currently grappling with how far 
from home she can go to universi-
ty. Since the age of seven, she has 
been a carer for her mother and 
her older sister, who have multiple 
health conditions. “My brother and 
our uncles and aunts made it pos-
sible for me to leave home to get 
a degree.” Not all young carers are 
fortunate enough to even debate 
whether to pursue higher educa-
tion. According to the Children’s 
Society, young carers typically 
attain significantly lower GCSE 
grades, while carers aged 16-18 are 
twice as likely to not be in educa-
tion, employment or training. Bru-
no says that even if he could leave 

home, he isn’t planning to go to 
university: “I don’t think I’d be able 
to deal with uni because of all the 
stress I’ve had.It used to make me 
feel really anxious as a teenager to 
offer our mum reassurances that I 
didn’t fully believe myself. I could 
switch off my mind for many of the 
practical aspects of caregiving, but 
when it came to offering a shoulder 
to cry on, I had to keep my head. 
Other times, I found that practical 
and emotional support were inter-
twined, such as when it came to 
carefully calibrating hugging: hold 
her too tightly and you’d cause her 
physical pain; hold her too light-
ly and you’d cause her emotional 
pain. I’d concoct many of these lit-
tle dictums to fall back on whenev-
er I couldn’t think clearly.”

But dictums can only help so 
much. What young carers really 
need from authorities is formal 
support to reduce the extent of 
their responsibilities; assistance 
and flexibility with schoolwork; 
and access to young carers’ ser-
vices that offer advice and respite, 
such as social experiences they 
might otherwise miss out on. But 
the perennial problem with young 
carers is their hiddenness.

“Often these children can be 
hidden from themselves,” explains 
Anna Morris, a senior policy man-
ager at Carers Trust. “They take on 

these roles so young that they don’t 
know any different. Then they’re 
hidden from professionals, either 
because of a lack of awareness or 
a lack of collaboration between 
adult and children’s services. Fi-
nally, sometimes when you have a 
parent-child role reversal, a family 
member doesn’t want to acknowl-
edge that their child is having to 
care for them.”

It can feel difficult – even dis-
loyal – to raise your hand and admit 
that you’re struggling to cope. After 
doing so, I felt as if I’d somehow be-
trayed our mum and her efforts to 
give us as normal a childhood. Often 
the secrecy includes hiding it from 
friends. “It’s about trying to main-
tain my family’s dignity.” explains 
Becky.  Others keep their home lives 
hushed up for fear of being stigma-
tised or bullied. “Kids mock if your 
mum’s disabled,” says Bruno.

The young carers at Hampton 
College all know each other thanks 
to a dedicated support group led by 
the school’s intervention manager, 
Lynda Johnson. She assists pupils 
with homework and champions 
their needs in the school: “When 
we started the group five years 
ago, we discussed whether to give 
it a codename so that other pupils 
wouldn’t know. But we decided to 
call it Young Carers.”

The school, an academy, is 
part of a programme called Young 
Carers in Schools, a joint initiative 
between Carers Trust and the Chil-
dren’s Society, pupils are helped 
rather than punished. Johnson 
strives to swap all the secrecy and 
stigma with a sense of pride about 
what the students have managed 
to cope with.

Sitting in with some of them, it 
strikes me as a model of what can 
be done to support this vulnerable 
group. The school’s young carers 
know that they aren’t in this on 
their own. As Christian notes, car-
egiving can be a good thing, when 
properly supported. “At the end of 
the day, you know you’ve helped 
them,” he says. “You know you’ve 
made a difference.”resulting 

from 
cuts in 
social care
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Blackpool Fylde & Wyre 
Trades Union Council is or-
ganising a campaign aimed 
at improving pay and call-

ing for investment to create long 
term employment opportunities 
available in the Blackpool and Fyl-
de area. We are joining the call for 
the minimum wage to be a real liv-
ing wage of at least £10an hour and 
will be working with Fight for 10 
and fast food rights amongst others 
to win for all in our community.

Manufacturing has all but dis-
appeared and been replaced by 
end of the pier Seosonal jobs, low 
paid, non-union, and casual. If we 
are to prosper together, everyone 
needs a well paid, secure union job. 
In Which they can live their lives 
free from the stresses and strains of 
low pay and insecurity.

 
Poverty is a real issue for too 

many in our community and we 
feel strongly that many of the towns 
problems stem from the lack of long 

term secure employment oppor-
tunities. We need to improve the 
conditions of workers in these end 
of the pier industries, by building a 
strong union to represent their in-
terests fighting for contracts fighting 
for higher pay, fighting for dignity 
and respect. Turning bad jobs into 
good jobs

 
We disagree with those politi-

cians blaming migrants or benefit 
claimants for our hardships.

And whilst political parties 
such as the Conservatives and 
UKIP have given our communities 
groups to blame they have no real 
plan to tackle the problems asso-
ciated with lack of employment or 
low pay and no plan for improving 
our town and ensuring a better fu-
ture for our community. 

This campaign will be looking 
at how Blackpool and the Fylde 
can benefit from the Campaign for 
a million climate jobs and secure 
real long term job opportunities for 

the people of Blackpool.

Fracking which is taking place 
in the Fylde presents a real risk and 
won’t create the job opportunities 
for our community that are being 
promised, It is also a huge risk to 
the current employment generated 
through Tourism, as many people 
may decide to stay away due to the 
associated risks relating to fracking 
which would be a catastrophe for 
all who live and work in our com-
munities across the Fylde coast.

 
We see this as an opportunity 

to bring our movement together 
to offer the people of Blackpool a 
better future. Trade unions are a 
key part of our society and we see 
this campaign as showing our com-
munity that Trade unions offer an 
opportunity to build a better future 
for all that live here.

 
Our community deserves a 

fairer future that stops looking for 
scapegoats we need to deal with 

the real problems no amount of 
hate will end a zero hours contract 
no amount of discrimination will 
improve pay it is only by working 
together that we can change our 
community and that’s why we 
need your help to build a fairer bet-
ter society for all.

In conclusion 
We need to bring back hope and 

opportunity and a future for all, one 
which  protects our environment 
and creates highly skilled jobs that 
turns our end of the pier insecure 
jobs into contracted well paid un-
ion jobs and one that ensure that 
no young person in Blackpool faces 
a life of poverty and joblessness

Date 13th May
Venue Savoy hotel 
Time 10am - 4pm

 For further information write 
to the Secretary.

Blackpool Fylde and Wyre 
Trades union council

Blackpool 
Fylde & Wyre 
Trades Union
CoUnCil

By Terry Kelly

#Cuba: better infant mor-
tality rates than the world’s 
richest country #America; Fi-
del has also managed to steal 
the thunder of President elect 
Donald Trump by himself 
passing away, thus knocking 
the serial crook Trump off the 
front pages of the newspapers 
and the TV news screens all 
around the world. -a revolu-
tionary Socialist leader who 
dominated-90 miles away in 
the tiny island of Cuba with 
ease. Despite the efforts of the 
mightiest nation on Earth’s 
attempts to invade Cuba, to 
destroy their revolution with 
sanctions and even assassinate 
Fidel many times he was able 
to ridicule and laugh at them 
for over 5 decades.

>>>His poverty stricken 
3rd world country managed 
to provide better #healthcare 
completely free to everyone, 
and better education, free to 
all from infancy through to 
university, better infant mor-
tality rates and so much more 
than the world’s richest coun-
try America.<<<

Cuba exported healthcare 
throughout Latin America and 
Africa, 325, 710 Cuban health 
workers have worked in 158 
countries since 19 69. And 
they also gave military aid to 
the ANC in their revolutionary 
struggle. 

http://councillorterrykelly.
blogspot.co.uk/2016/

Cuba
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By Bob Newby.

When we want to pre-
dict the outcome of 
some human event, 
there are a number of 

ways we can do it. Firstly we have 
to identify why it is we wish to 
know the outcome in advance.

I) We are what is known as ‘a 
betting man’ (or woman, though 
women are less likely to fall into 
this category, says a poll of polls)

II) We are impatient, and have 
to know the future before it hap-
pens

III) We are journalists, and short 
of something to write about  

Iv) We are involved in the 
event, and rather than try harder to 
affect the outcome, want to know 
whether it is worth continuing  

vII) Our livelihood or happi-
ness depends on the outcome and 
if we know it in advance, then we 
can gain a little time in which to 
prepare for it 

vI) We don’t know why we’d 
want to know the outcome

vII) All of the above
vIII) None of the above
Ix) Some of the above
x) Other (please specify)   
You can’t always get what you 

want, sang the man honoured at 
Buckingham Palace, but if you try 
sometimes, you might find, you 
get what you need. Ooh, Ooh Hon-
ey; in 2017, and for a long time be-
fore, if you paid enough, you got 
what you wanted anyway. 

And here is where Opinion 
Polls come in. 

What you might do is ask a 
number of people at random who 
will win the FA Cup Final. You get 
all sorts of replies so you have to 
constrain them to six or seven fixed 
responses. In the end, either Chel-
sea or Spurs has won the Cup and 
it doesn’t matter a squirrel’s nuts 
what anybody has said, unless they 
have put some of their own money 
down as surety against getting it 
wrong. That is called ‘placing a bet.’

So we have betting shops, on-
line bookies and other agents. It’s 
usually easier to get a better idea of 
the outcome of a human event by 
asking a bookie than anyone else, 
except when the people placing 
bets have foolishly been reading 
Opinion Polls, designed to give the 
people commissioning the polls 
the results they’d like to hear, so 
that they can publish them with 
authority, thus influencing both 
the outcome and I guess, activity 
down at the betting shop.

So we’re left with another set of 
questions:

I) Who are the Pollsters? Whom 
do they work for?

II) Whom do they ask? Because 

I’ve never been asked anything, 
nor has anyone I know.

III) Is a ‘random set of people’ 
representative of the group that 
have any input into the outcome of 
an event?

Iv) Who commissions a poll 
anyway? Are they involved in any 
way with the pollsters?

v) Does anyone have a vested 
interest in any one outcome and 
could they use unreliable or fal-
sified results to influence people 
who have real input into the out-
come of the event?

Here is a hypothetical, and then 
a real question.

1. Would you let a number of 
Spurs and Chelsea players tell you 
who was going to win the Cup Fi-
nal, and then risk your money on 
the results of the poll, particularly 
if you’d asked twice as many mem-
bers of one team squad than the 
other?

2. Would you take any notice 
at all of any opinion poll which 
doesn’t ask only people involved 
in contributing to the outcome of 
the event, in perfectly balanced 

proportions according to the as yet 
unknown outcomes of the event?

Since the answer to both ques-
tions has to be No, then what are 
Opinion Polls for? I suggest that 
they are tools designed not to 
gauge opinion but to shape it, and 
by publishing their ‘results’ they 
hope to make the public imitate 
what they’ve ‘found.’ Life imitates 
artifice.

Are they good at doing this? 
Does the Pope poop in the woods? 
Is the Bear a Catholic? Well let’s 
look at how badly they’ve per-

formed in the recent past over:
• The 2015 General Election?
•  The Scottish Referendum before 

that?
•  The EU (“Brexit”) Referendum af-

ter it?
• The US Presidential Election?
• Here are some facts:
• People lie to opinion polls
•  Opinion pollsters lie to journalists 
•  Newspapers and Broadcast Media 

tell some of the hugest lies of all 
•  My own opinion poll has come to 

the conclusion that they make it 
all up.

OpiniOn pOlls



21March 2017.www.thewordmedia.org.uk QUIZ

1.	 The	University	of	Bedfordshire	is	based	in	which	town?

2.	 What	is	the	plural	of	index?

3.	 The	board	game Trivial	Pursuit was	invented	in	which	country?

4.	 Famous	for	also	being	a	clown,	who	was	the	most	popular	English	actor	and	entertainer	of	the	earlier	

1800s?

5.	 Name	the	trivia	guru	and	co-presenter	of	the	TV	quiz	show Pointless?

6.	 The	Gateway	Arch	is	a	192	metre	high	monument	in	which	American	city?

7.	 Who	wrote	the	book	‘The	Invisible	Man’?

8.	 Where	in	London	is	the	UK’s	largest	fish	market?

9.	 What	was	the	first	name	of	the	historical	Field	Marshall,	Lord	Kitchener?

10.	In	the	Royal	Navy	what	rank	comes	between	Rear	Admiral	and	Captain?

11.	 What	colour	is	the	background	of	the	Saudi	Arabian	flag?

12.	 Starting	with	the	letter	‘m’,	what	name	is	given	to	the	strip	holding	and	separating	panes	of	glass	in	a	

window?

13.	 Which	scholar	supposedly	exclaimed	‘Eureka!’?

14.	 What	well	used	word	is	given	for	the	division	of	Indian	society	into	social	groups?

15.	 What	is	the	literal	translation	of	the	Latin	word	‘trivia’?

16.	 What	does	the	‘WH’	stand	for	in	the	high	street	chain	WHSmith?

17.	 Who	is	regarded	as	the	father	of	the	modern	British	police	force?

18.	 Name	the	wife	of	former	French	President	Nicolas	Sarkozy?

19.	 The	International	Standard	Book	Number	is	how	many	digits	long	if	assigned	on	or	after	1	January	

2007?

20.	YouTube was	bought	for	1.65	billion	dollars,	in	2006,	by	which	company?

21.	 Can	you	name	the	UK	prime	minister’s	official	country	residence	in	Buckinghamshire?

22.	In	which	decade	did	Billy	Butlin	open	his	first	holiday	camp	at	Skegness?

23.	Especially	used	for	measuring	the	depth	of	water,	how	many	feet	are	there	in	a	fathom?

24.	What	was	Victoria’s	lastname	before	she	married	David	Beckham?

 ANSWERS 1.	Luton 2.	Indices 3.	Canada 4.	Joseph	Grimaldi 5.	Richard	Osman 6.	St.	Louis 7.	H.	G.	Wells 8.	Billingsgate 9.	Horatio 10.	Commodore 11.	Green 12.	Muntin 13.	Archimedes 14.	Caste 15.	Three	roads 16.		William	Henry 17.	Sir	Robert	Peel 18.	Carla	Bruni 19.	13
20.	Google 21.	Chequers 22.	1930s	(1936) 23.	6	feet 24.	Adams

Trivia Questions
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I love all things coffee related from a good 
flat white to Colombian coffee ice cream and 
so it follows that when I’m treating myself to 
a piece of cake, it has to be coffee and walnut. 
There’s only one problem with most versions 
and that’s this: not enough of a coffee hit. I like 
an intense, deep coffee flavour from my coffee 
and walnut cake so that means sometimes I’ve 
just got to make my own. This 3 layered ex-
travaganza is one to make on a lazy weekend 
when you’ve got time to put the effort into 
making a cake with the wow factor.

Ingredients
•  12 tablespoons of the strongest coffee you 

can make. (If it’s so strong it’s syrupy, all the 
better!).

•  10 oz walnut halves
•  9 oz self raising flour
•  3 tsp baking powder
•  6 medium eggs
•  9 oz dark brown Muscovado sugar
•  9 oz butter

�For�the�filling
•  1lb icing sugar
•  8 oz butter
•  For the glace icing
•  300g icing sugar

Method
First of all, pick 10 of the best walnut 

halves and toast them for 7 – 8 mins in a medi-
um oven and bash the rest up into small piec-
es. The 10 halves should weigh in at about an 
ounce leaving you 9oz to divide up between 
the 3 sponge layers.

You will need to make 3 separate sponges 
in a greased & lined 8 inch cake tin. Chances 
are you will only have two tins, or possibly 
only one, so make them in succession if you 
have to. This is an all-in-one cake batter so just 
soften the butter and for each layer mix up;  3 
oz butter, 2 eggs, 3 oz Muscovado dark brown 
sugar, 1 tsp baking powder, 3 oz self raising 
flour and 3 tbsps of the strong coffee. Bake for 
25 minutes and allow to cool completely.

For the butter cream filling, soften the but-
ter and add that and another 2 tbsps of the 
strong coffee to a large bowl with the 500g of 
icing sugar. Cover as much of the bowl as you 
can with a tea towel to prevent coating your 
kitchen in an icing sugar cloud and whisk un-
til smooth and creamy. If the mixture is a bit 
tight add hot water by the tsp until it’s a nice 
spreading consistency.

For the coffee glace icing, use your last tbsp 
of strong coffee and combine it with the 300g 
icing sugar to make a spreadable icing, again 
covering the mixing bowl with a tea towel and 
again adding hot water a tsp at a time if you 
need to loosen the consistency up a little.

To assemble, divide you butter cream fill-
ing by half to sandwich your 3 layers together, 
then swirl the glace icing over the top layer 
and finally place the 10 toasted walnut halves 
symmetrically around the outside of the cake.

Coffee And 
Walnut Cake
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When I started the series Hope 
and Good News I was unaware of a 
quarterly magazine entitled 'Pos-
itive News'. Here are their reasons 
why they think you should support 
their work. 'Research shows that 
negative news can lead to mental 
health issues, while positive news 
can boost well-being, foster com-
munity and show how actions can 
make a difference. Give yourself a 
Positive News prescription to see 
good, feel good, do good.'

I include just two recent stories 
to lift up your spirits!
Lucy Purdy  5 April, 2017 Positive 
News

Junk Food. Leaders of the Torba 
province in the South Sea nation of 
Vanuatu want to stop people eating 
imported unhealthy Western junk 
food in favour of local seafood, and 
organically grown fruit and vegeta-
bles. The majority of residents are 
subsistence farmers.

El Salvador has passed, by a 
large majority, a historic bill to ban 
metal mining. After a campaign 
of over 8 years it became the first 
country to impose a complete ban 
following partial bans in Costa 
Rica, Argentina and Colombia.

‘Water has won over gold’ say 
campaigners, fighting for life over 
commercial interest.

It was estimated that 90 per 
cent of El Salvador’s rivers are con-
taminated with toxic chemicals, 
waste and heavy metals.

This follows the end to a seven-
and-a-half-year legal battle El Sal-
vador had when they came out on 
top in its long-running arbitration 

dispute with  OceanaGold Corpora-
tion, a Canadian-Australian  mining 
company that had been seeking 
$US250 million in compensation 
for a permit rejection. The World 
Bank's arbitration body ICSID ( In-
ternational Centre for settlement of 
Investment Disputes had ruled in 
favour of El Salvador and ordered 
the company to pay the country's 
government $US8 million to cover 
its legal fees and costs.  
Kelsi Farrington  4 April, 2017 Pos-
itive News.

Venezuala – opposition lead-
er, Rosmit Mantilla, unfairly im-
prisoned in 2014 as a punishment 
for his human rights activism, has 
been released.

Amnesty Spring 2017
Angola – 17 youth activists, 

convicted for meeting to discuss 
politics and governance were 

granted amnesty by the Supreme 
Court.

Amnesty Spring 2017
South Africa – A successful 

workers' strike against Robertson 
Winery has forced the Government 
to probe apartheid-like conditions 
at several wineries. Workers en-
dured low pay, racism and pesticide 
induced illness. Conditions had got 
worse since the end of apartheid! 
The striker's cause was aided by a 
Danish Documentary Bitter Grapes 
which led to a boycott of Robertson 
wines from supermarket shelves 
from S. Africa to Scandinavia. Al-
tough the workers did not secure 
a living wage they received a large 
backdated pay increase and an an-
nual bonus. The fight will be taken 
to other wineries.
Peter Kenworthy, Afrika Kontakt – 
New Internationalist Feb. 2017

Hope and 
Good news

 A young girl eats cocoa beans fresh from the pod. Image: Irene Scott/AusAID

1.

2.
3.
4.
5. No..support the thousands of ordinary members 

purged by mcnicol .. For no reason ..and stop mithering 
about far off places ... Chris Reid Is the suspension and 
purge of innocent party members by Iain McNichol and co 
a hate crime? It was a blatant attempt to rig the vote against 
the democratically elected leader. should these plotters 
not be expelled or punished, maybe even deselected..

This poll is part of the Zionist agenda... 

No. The argument for this course of action only got 4 
votes.

Second most popular in our poll was:”It should just re-
port the facts, no bias.” Typical of the people who voted for 
this was the comment from, Matthew Clifton,” To be fair 
if we just reported the facts, then that is standing up for 
him...I’m not his biggest fan but he did bugger all wrong.”

The most popular view with well over a hundred votes 
was that we should fully support him. 

Benjamin Davy, wrote: “Of course. letting it blow over 
or hiding under the duvet until it goes away is the wrong 
approach for me. i would come out in strong support, chal-
lenge the narrative, expose the facts and condemn mccar-
thyism in all its forms.”

To
p 5

Views on Ken 
LIVINGSTONE’S 
SUSPENSION 
FROM THE 
LABOUR PARTY
(As voted for by our readers)
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On 14th March, I was wrong-
fully arrested in an attempt to in-
timidate me out of contesting the 
forthcoming local elections. This 
shameful and shameless political 
hit job recalls the darkest days of 
Northern Ireland or the American 
Deep South, with no dividing line 
between the Police, a massively 
dominant local political party, and 
a secret society bound by oaths. 
But I have not been intimidated. On 
4th May, I ask for votes for Durham 
County Council in the Lanchester 
Ward (Lanchester, Burnhope and 
Castleside), and for Lanchester Par-
ish Council. I have been brought 
back into active politics as a cam-
paigner for justice for Durham 
County Council’s Teaching Assis-
tants, as a campaigner against the 
proposed drastic cuts to hospital 
services in County Durham, and 
as a campaigner against the cuts to 
the public transport on which, as a 
disabled person, I am reliant.

I have supported the Teaching 

Assistants from the start. Among 
other things, I secured the en-
dorsement of their cause by sev-
eral national trade union leaders 
in August 2016. I secured their 
landmark meeting with Jeremy 
Corbyn on the eve of last year’s 
Miners’ Gala. I secured the signa-
ture of Angela Rayner on their pe-
tition. And I secured the support 
that George Galloway expresses 
for them regularly on his radio 
programme, and routinely to his 
quarter of a million followers on 
Twitter. I am a strong critic of Dur-
ham County Council’s incompe-
tence. That includes the closure of 
the DLI Museum, the amassing of 
vast reserves while services have 
been and are being cut, the bail-
ing out of Durham County Cricket 
Club despite those cuts, the mis-
management of relations with the 
Regional Assembly, the selling off 
of care homes at discounted val-
ue, the scandal of Windlestone 
Hall, the circumstances that ne-

cessitated the award of enormous 
compensation to a teacher, the 
substantial additional cost of the 
failure to pay that compensation 
promptly, the lavish expense of 
entertainment by senior Council-
lors and Officers, and the waste 
of five thousand pounds on a bus 
shelter that was not on a bus route.

The current Labour Leader-
ship of Durham County Council 
is no better than in the 1960s. The 
Council has awarded irregular 
contracts, a Council Officer has re-
ceived only a caution for gazump-
ing on land fees, a decoy candidate 
has been fielded in an election 
(watch out for that one), Council-
lors have been let off for failing to 
pay Council Tax, Councillors have 
failed to declare interests, Council-
lors have promoted their own busi-
nesses, Freedom of Information 
Requests have been ignored, and 
Opposition candidates have been 
denied information. I am already 
working with trade unions, Con-

servatives, Liberal Democrats and 
Independents, to bring the whole 
of the Volkswagen Group’s pro-
duction for the British market to 
County Durham after Brexit. That 
would include Volkswagen, Audi, 
SEAT and Škoda. What a contrast 
with a Labour Leadership that, for 
32 years and counting, has merely 
managed other people’s poverty. I 
am honoured that my Campaign 
Patron is Councillor Alex Watson 
OBE of Consett North, who led 
Derwentside District Council for 
decades. I support the re-election 
of all sitting Independent, Liberal 

Democrat and Conservative Coun-
ty Councillors, and the election of 
whoever is best placed to defeat 
Labour in each Ward.

If I were indeed to be made 
to answer bail on 31st May, then 
George Galloway and others have 
called on the Teaching Assistants, 
the Durham Miners’ Association, 
Durham Unite Community, and all 
their supporters from around the 
country and beyond, to join them 
in marching behind me from the 
Miners’ Hall to Durham City Police 
Station, and then in marching back 
again for a rally. Save the date.

1st. May                                                                              
Events

1707 – The Act of Union joins 
the Kingdom of England and King-
dom of Scotland to form the King-
dom of Great Britain.

1820 – Execution of the Cato 
Street Conspirators

1840 – The Penny Black, the first 
official adhesive postage stamp, is 
issued in the United Kingdom.

1851 – Queen Victoria opens 
The Great Exhibition at The Crystal 
Palace in London.

1866 – The Memphis Race Riots 
begin. In three days time, 46 blacks 
and two whites were killed. Reports 
of the atrocities influenced passage 
of the Fourteenth Amendment to 
the United States Constitution.

1869 – The Folies Bergère opens 
in Paris.

1875 – Alexandra Palace reo-
pens after being burned down in a 
fire in 1873.

1884 – Proclamation of the de-
mand for eight-hour workday in 
the United States.

1894 – Coxey's Army, the first 
significant American protest 
march, arrives in Washington, D.C.

1915 – The RMS Lusitania departs 
from New York City on her two hun-
dred and second, and final, crossing 
of the North Atlantic. Six days later, 
the ship is torpedoed off the coast of 
Ireland with the loss of 1,198 lives.

1925 – The All-China Federation 
of Trade Unions is officially found-
ed. Today it is the largest trade un-

ion in the world, with 134 million 
members.

1927 – The Union Labor Life 
Insurance Company is founded by 
the American Federation of Labor.

 1931 – The Empire State Build-
ing is dedicated in New York City.

1933 – The Catholic Worker be-
gins publishing

1941 – World War II: German 
forces launch a major attack on To-
bruk.

1945 – World War II: A German 
newsreader officially announces 
that Adolf Hitler has "fallen at his 
command post in the Reich Chan-
cellery fighting to the last breath 
against Bolshevism and for Germa-
ny". The Soviet flag is raised over 
the Reich Chancellery, by order of 
Stalin.

1945 – World War II: Yugoslav 
Partisans free Trieste.

1946 – Start of three-year Pil-
bara strike of Indigenous Australi-
ans.

1956 – The polio vaccine devel-
oped by Jonas Salk is made availa-
ble to the public.  

1961 – The Prime Minister of 
Cuba, Fidel Castro, proclaims Cuba 
a socialist nation and abolishes 
elections.

Deaths
1873 – David Livingstone, Scot-

tish-English missionary and ex-
plorer (b. 1813)

Holidays/  Observances
 International Workers' Day or 

Labour Day (International), and its 
related observances:

Law Day (United States), for-
merly intended to counterbalance 
the celebration of Labour Day. 
(United States)

Loyalty Day, formerly intended 
to counterbalance the celebration 
of Labour Day. (United States)

2nd. May                                                                   
Events

1611 – The King James Version 
of the Bible is published for the first 
time in London, England, by print-
er Robert Barker.

1670 – King Charles II of Eng-
land grants a permanent charter 
to the Hudson's Bay Company 
to open up the fur trade in North 
America.

1945 – World War II: Fall of Ber-
lin: The Soviet Union announces 
the capture of Berlin and Soviet 
soldiers hoist their red flag over the 
Reichstag building.

1945 – World War II: Italian 
Campaign: General Heinrich von 
Vietinghoff signs the official in-
strument of surrender of all Wehr-
macht forces in Italy.

1945 – World War II: The US 
82nd Airborne Division liberates 
Wöbbelin concentration camp 
finding 1000 dead prisoners, most 
of whom starved to death.

1952 – The world's first ever jet 
airliner, the De Havilland Comet 1 
makes its maiden flight, from Lon-

don to Johannesburg.
1969 – The British ocean liner 

Queen Elizabeth 2 departs on her 
maiden voyage to New York City.

1982 – Falklands War: The Brit-
ish nuclear submarine HMS  Con-
queror sinks the Argentine cruiser 
ARA General Belgrano.

1986 – Chernobyl disaster: The 
City of Chernobyl is evacuated six 
days after the disaster

2011 – Osama bin Laden, the 
suspected mastermind behind the 
September 11 attacks and the FBI's 
most wanted man, is killed by the 
United States special forces in Ab-
bottabad, Pakistan.

 Deaths
1519 – Leonardo da Vinci, Italian 

painter, sculptor, and architect (b. 
1452)

3rd. May                                                                   
Events

 1921 – The Partition of Ireland; 
The Government of Ireland Act 
1920 is passed, dividing Ireland 
into Northern Ireland and South-
ern Ireland.

1948    1948 – The U.S. Supreme 
Court rules in Shelley v. Kraemer 
that covenants prohibiting the sale 
of real estate to blacks and other 
minorities are             legally enforce-
able

1978 – The first unsolicited bulk 
commercial email (which would 
later become known as "spam") is 
sent by the Digital Equipment Cor-
poration .

Deaths
 2002 – Barbara Castle, Baron-

ess Castle of Blackburn, English 
politician, First Secretary of State 
(b. 1910)

Anniversaries & Observances
Corporation.Constitution Me-

morial Day (Japan)
Constitution Day (Poland)
World Press Freedom Day

4th. May                                                               
Events

1904– The United States begins 
construction of the Panama Canal.

1926 – The United Kingdom 
general strike begins.

1961 – American civil rights 
movement: The "Freedom Rid-
ers" begin a bus trip through the 
South.

1970 – Vietnam War: Kent State 
shootings: The Ohio National 
Guard, sent to Kent State Universi-
ty after disturbances in the city of 
Kent the weekend     before, opens 
fire killing four unarmed students 
and wounding nine others. The 
students were protesting the Cam-
bodian Campaign of the

United States and South Viet-
nam.

1979 – Margaret Thatcher be-
comes the first female Prime Min-
ister of the United Kingdom.

1994 – Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin and PLO leader Yass-
er Arafat sign a peace accord, grant-
ing self-rule in the Gaza Strip and 
Jericho.

2000 – Ken Livingstone be-
comes the first Mayor of London.

Deaths
1980 – Josip Broz Tito, Yugoslav 

field marshal and politician, 1st 
President of Yugoslavia (b. 1892)

 Anniversaries & Observances
 Anti-Bullying Day (United Na-

tions)
 World Give Day

On 14th March

On This Day
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By Cliff Jones

To paraphrase DH Law-
rence, though Miko Peled 
writes of checkpoints and 
warfare, of wheelchairs 

and death, of humiliation and 
pride, of violence and peaceful pro-
test, of enmity and friendship and 
of justice and injustice his theme is 
humanity. His journey is not only 
an external and an internal journey 
of discovery of others, but also of 
the self: for him and, I suggest, for 
readers.

Reading his book made me 
angry, frustrated, tearful and very 
slightly and cautiously optimistic. 
It also made sense of some things 
I had witnessed.

One wonders, why that title? 
Before Miko’s father, Matti Peled, 
became known as an academic 
Arabist and campaigner for peace 
he had been a strikingly strong

Israeli general. Exercising 
military power and control were 
not, however, addictions from 
which he suffered; wanting to 
win arguments might have been, 
though.

Looking back to 1967, we see a 
country, encouraged and prompt-
ed by Miko’s father, in choosing 
war, winning and gaining territory. 
Afterwards Miko’s father saw the 
need for peace, friendship and re-
turn of territory. Too many of his 
colleagues did not. To be an Israeli 
general or military hero is to be a 
potential politician. To be an Israe-
li politician it is possible that you 
will have been a general or military 
hero. Empathy is not a prominent 
requirement in the person specifi-
cation of generals and military he-
roes. Miko’s father was exception-
al. Once out of the army he never 
again put on his uniform physical-
ly or psychologically, unlike some 
others.

Among the many powerful 
scenes described so effectively in 
this book is one where Miko is in 
the West Bank, experiencing for 
the first time the brutality meted 
out by Israeli soldiers: the army 
that, as a child and young man, he 
admired as the best and most mor-

al army in the world now behaving 
inhumanly.

He receives many such shocks 
as he proceeds on his journey. He 
also, courtesy of his elder brother, 
unlearns some of Israel’s construct-
ed history: the sustaining myths of 
David defying Goliath. I remember 
growing up equating Israel’s wars 
to the Battle of Britain: so heroic.

Helping to distribute five hun-
dred donated wheelchairs in Israel 
and an equal number in Palestini-
an Bethlehem, he does not expect 
his own arrest on his returning to 
Israel. However, he is. Trying his 
hardest with friends to get into 
Gaza from

Egypt with medical supplies he 
frustratingly fails. The Egyptians 
have closed the border at the re-
quest of the Israeli government. 
Later he finds out why:

Operation Cast Lead is about 
to be launched (whoever thought 
up the name of that operation?). 
There is a dropping of one hun-
dred tons of bombs on a very 
small and overcrowded place: in 
effect a large prison which contin-
ues to suffer beyond our imagin-
ing and yet out of our sight. How 
many BBC reporters go there? 
How much time has peacemaker 
Blair spent there? As Miko says, 
even a one-ton bomb can destroy 
a block of apartments. I remem-
ber getting an email at the time 
from a young Israeli friend who 
was learning Arabic saying ‘please 
don’t think I agree with any of this 
but I am one of very few.’ She was 
right: there were no repercussions 
for the politicians. It was a popular 
operation.

I had to smile at his descrip-
tion of the delay getting into Isra-
el from Jordan. There was a delay 
for myself too, at the same border 
post. Nevertheless, no one point-
ed a gun at me. They did at him: 
the son of a famous General. If they 
had known that my colleague and 
I had arrived via Damascus things 
might have been different for us. 
I think (I have lost count) that I 
have been to Israel thirty six times 
over thirteen years. However now, 
my only reason for going would be 

to see dear friends, including peo-
ple with whom I strongly disagree 
but love.

The International Profes-
sional Development Association 
(ipda) once awarded a prize to 
one of my students who is now 
principal of a secondary school in 
East Jerusalem . I presented it to 
her in Jerusalem. Out of the win-
dow, we could see a settlement. 
People were late arriving for the 
ceremony. I was impatient. I had 
travelled almost two and a half 
thousand miles to get there so 
why were they late? Checkpoints? 
Surely, that meant only a few min-
utes lateness? Read Miko’s book 
and you come to understand that 
checkpoints sometimes involve 
hours of waiting but are only 
part of the problem. If, because 
of what are clearly racially based 

decisions, you are not permitted 
to travel on certain roads to get 
to work or to meet friends or to 
take a child to hospital a journey 
that ought to take minutes can 
take hours; and this in your own 
country.

But surely all these Palestinians 
are terrorists wanting to kill decent 
Jews?

Chomsky’s Journalist from 
Mars, free from the official narra-
tives of the powerful, would iden-
tify a different group of terrorists. 
Even with all of his family back-
ground and his experience in the 
USA of mixing, arguing, disputing 
and finding common ground with 
Palestinians Miko Peled is physi-
cally and emotionally unsure as he 
first crosses into occupied territory. 
Perhaps his biggest shock is the 

normality of human engagement 
and hospitality that he encounters: 
doctors being doctors, nurses be-
ing nurses, teachers being teachers 
and farmers being farmers. He does 
not, and is not made to, feel like an 
enemy. Yet though, he must wit-
ness the inhumanity of their treat-
ment by his own compatriots and 
by the army of which he was once 
so proud.

This is not really a review: it 
is a response from a reader; and I 
have left out so much. This would 
include his karate classes for 
Palestinian children, his barely 
controlled temper when igno-
rant soldiers casually shoot and 
mistreat children, his hurt when 
friends are killed, his devastation 
when his sister’s thirteen year 
old daughter is killed by a suicide 
bomber (I had to stop reading at 
that point), his love of family and 
friends and, despite it all, or per-
haps because of it all, his asser-
tion of his Jewishness as some-
thing to be proud of.

Miko wants an inclusive en-
larged secular state. Any so-called 
two-state solution will be occu-
pation by another name. Perhaps 
we could arrange for certain poli-
ticians to be locked up together to 
read this book. Miko Peled is by no 
means the only Israeli travelling 
such a journey. However, few start-
ed with a father such as his and few 
have gone so far. Buy and read. Be 
angry. Be sad. 

Nevertheless, perhaps, after 
you have wiped your eyes, you 
might be ever so slightly hopeful.

A final thought: his mother in 
her garden growing plants: not a 
house or a garden stolen from a 
Palestinian family (she had the 
chance of that but utterly reject-
ed it as immoral) but close to 
what was the village of Dier Yas-
sin where the Palestinian inhab-
itants were massacred in 1948. I 
think of the growth of her plants 
as I think of the growth of the val-
ues that her children are propa-
gating.

ISBN-13:9781682570029
Publisher: Just World Books

The General’s son
Journey of an IsraelI In 
PalesTIne By MIko Peled
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Theresa May says it's a mis-
sion of the Tory Govern-
ment to make a Britain that 
works for everyone not 

just a privileged few. Before next 
months local elections everyone 
should look into their hearts and 
ask themselves whether theyseri-
ously believe a single word of that! 
This is a PM  who said on national 
television the Conservative par-
ty had complied FULLY with the 
Electoral Commission throughout 
its investigation and we know that 
was a lie. The Electoral Commis-
sion had to repeatedly ask for dis-
closure of what it needed to inves-
tigate the allegations and even had 
to go to the high court for an order, 
an actual order, that would grant 
them access to the parties records! 
An electoral commission witness 
said at the time their investigation 
had been delayed and hindered by 
the failure of the Conservative par-
ty to provide complete and timely 
disclosure to allegations so serious 
they went to the very heart of our 
democracy! The Conservative par-
ty even went as far as hiring a top 
QC to block, actually block the in-
vestigation by Kent police! 

May's just told Parliament her 
party has protected the schools 
budget when we know the truth 
is Schools are facing the biggest 
real terms cut in funding in more 
than a generation. The associa-
tion of school and college leaders, 
Britains leading professional body 
representing over eighteen thou-
sand school and college leaders 
across the U.K says schools are be-
ing forced to cut teachers, GCSE 
subjects and cope with leaking 
buildings and out of date technolo-
gy and these guys know what their 
talking about! Who are you going 
to believe, them or Theresa May? 

On the Governments cruel 
changes to PIP's May says no one 
will see a reduction in payments 
and on that not even her own wel-
fare watchdog, social security ad-
visory committee believes her! 
Those Changes will leave at least a 
hundred and sixty thousand peo-
ple without vital financial support 
and we're talking about people with 
mental health issues, learning disa-
bilities and autism! Thirty UK char-
ities, people who again know what 
they are talking about opposed it 
but May went ahead with it anyway!

Remember when Theresa may 
repeatedly refused to deny she 
knew about the failed trident nu-
clear missile test and what about 
the scandal surrounding the sur-
rey sweetheart deal, the fact the 
UN's investigating the Tory Party 
for breaking disability laws, police 
forces all over the country inves-
tigating the conservative party for 
election fraud and don't even get 
me started on broken manifesto 
pledges and attempts to cover it up 
with lies and SPIN! The simple fact 
is we can't believe a single word 
this Government says on any issue!

A government must lead by ex-
ample, with honesty and integrity. 
Again, before next months local 
elections look into your heart and 

ask yourself whether you really 
believe this Government is acting 
with honesty and integrity and 
with the values of the British peo-
ple? Theresa May has just been in 
the gulf chasing trade deals. She's 
dismissed  calls for Britain to stop 
selling arms to Saudi Arabia and 
says its all OK because whilst they 
might be dropping bombs on Yem-
en, creating a humanitarian disaster 
with the three billion pounds worth 
of weapons we've just sold them 
she'll send Yemen some aid!  That 
aid wont bring back the child that 
dies in Yemen  every ten minutes 
or save the seven million people 
on the verge of starvation!  What 
kind of a nation have we become 

when we allow our prime minister 
to suck up to a country that's got a 
reputation as a serial abuser of hu-
man rights and executes people by 
actually chopping off their heads! 
Saudi Arabia is a country where 
women face discrimination in law 
and practice every day of their lives. 
It's a country where lawyers get 
sentenced to years in prison for us-
ing Twitter to criticise the ministry 
of justice and all Public gatherings 
are banned! Anyone who defies this 
ban faces arrest, prosecution and 
imprisonment! When did a country 
like this become our friend! 

Whilst May was in the gulf Nigel 
Farage was in Brussels calling mem-
bers of the European Parliament 

mafia and gangsters! Whatever 
Farage might think about the Euro-
pean Parliament let's remember that 
human rights are at the very heart 
of EU relations with other countries. 
The EU works to promote the rights 
of women and children and people 
who have been displaced, opposes 
the death penalty, torture, discrimi-
nation and it defends civil, political, 
social and cultural rights! Farage 
can call members of the European 
Parliament gangsters if he wishes 
but how do we reconcile that with a 
PM sucking up in the gulf for a trade 
deal with a country that executes its 
citizens by beheading them! More 
than a hundred and fifty behead-
ings in took place in 2016 alone! 

Theresa May has made clear her 
doctrine on foreign policy and it's 
simply this, the British national in-
terest is all that matters and doing 
a trade deal is more important than 
little things like human rights and 
human life! I can say with certainty 
that May doesn't speak for me and 
my values and I don't believe she 
speaks for the values of this coun-
try. We as a nation value human 
rights and human life and have 
always been ready and willing to 
fight for both against any odds! The 
Tory Government has proved itself 
to be without Honour and integrity 
and no longer speaks for the values 
which our country holds dear. 

Mays Government has just put 
in force a whole raft of new austerity 
measures which will hit thousands 
of the most disadvantaged people 
across the country, parents, widows, 
the disabled, the young. The remov-
al of support for young people's 
housing costs will put nine thou-
sand young people at risk of home-
lessness at a time when thanks to 
this government we already have 
soaring homelessness and people 
actually dying on our streets. You 
don't have to be a rocket scientist to 
see that cuts like this, the bedroom 
tax, sanctions are the biggest single 
triggers for homelessness across 
the country. The Tory Government 
is deliberately and wilfullyfuelling 
homelessness, poverty and forcing 
families onto the street just so it can 
cut taxes for millionaires! 

Thanks to this Government 
We've got four million children al-
ready living in poverty! Let's not 
forget that in Labour's final year in 
power child poverty was at its low-
est levels since the 1980s!  A Labour 
Government willensurethat every 
primary school child gets a free 
school meal. TheTorys laugh at the 
suggestion! May's welfare cuts will 
drive another million children into 
poverty and hunger! The IFS fore-
casts the number of children in pov-
erty will rise to 5.1 million because of 
the Tories real terms cuts in tax cred-
its and work allowances.  Is  that the 
Kind of society we want?   Are we se-
riously going to allow Theresa May 
and her Government reshape us as a 
nation in their own cruel image? 

Let's remember thousands 
have died after this Government 
callously certified them fit for 
work! Tory work and pensions 
minister Damien Green is so de-
tached from reality he's actually 
saying poverty's root cause is not 
even financial!Let's take away his 
money and home and see if he still 
thinks that's right! We shouldn't be 
surprised, after all this is the man 
who said Ken Loaches film "I Dan-
iel Blake" was a monstrously unfair 
work of fiction despite admitting 
he'd never even seen it! Theresa 
May is insulting the intelligence 
of the people in this country by 
continually talking about a shared 
society and we must all remember 
that next month. The coming Local 
elections will be an opportunity to 
send Theresa May and her govern-
ment a message they will not for-
get! Let's not waste it!!

LAWYER AND 
NO BULLSHIT 
JOURNALIST 
PETER STEFANOVIC
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Written by Kitty S Jones

A woman was left with just £24 
each week of her social security to 
live on after suffering a miscarriage 
and being sanctioned. She has told 
the Daily Record how she consid-
ered suicide after being left with 
barely anything to buy food and 
pay bills.

Lyndsey Turnbull told of her 
ordeal as the Scottish Government 
formally launched their new wel-
fare-to-work programmes.

Lyndsey from Midlothian, said: 
“I wanted to get into work but the 
whole thing seemed geared up to 
punish those who wanted to get off 
benefits.”

She was on approximately £140 
a fortnight Employment and Sup-
port Allowance when she missed 
an appointment after having a mis-
carriage around nine weeks into a 
pregnancy.

She said: “I was in a bad place 
and couldn’t talk to anyone about it.”

Lyndsey was sanctioned be-
cause was too distressed to dis-
close the reason for missing the 
appointment, which is absolutely 
understandable. However, the pu-
nitive sanctions framework does 
not accommodate people’s circum-
stances and situations when they 
may be very vulnerable.

Having to face a stern and un-
supportive bureaucrat, whose role 
is to discipline and punish people 
who cannot comply with rigid 
welfare conditionality, to discuss 

deeply personal and distressing 
circumstances – and such a trau-
matic event as miscarriage – is the 
very last thing anyone needs. 

She added: “I went down to 
£24. I had no food, nothing to pay 
bills. It was awful.

“I really thought suicide might 
be the only option – and I won-
dered how many people would be 
just like me.”

Fortunately, Lyndsey eventual-
ly found someone to talk to at wel-
fare service group Working Links, 
who helped her to get a second 

sanction reduced.
She later found a job at a petrol 

station and she said the new sys-
tem’s voluntary focus will make it 
easier for people to get off benefits.

Lyndsey courageously contrib-
uted to a group meeting with Scot-
tish National Party (SNP) Employ-
ability Minister Jamie Hepburn, 
to explain the problems she faced 
with the UK Department for Work 
and Pension sanctions regime.

Holyrood has no control over ma-
jor benefits policy. However the new 
Scottish programmes will be volun-

tary – with no financial penalties at-
tached – in a bid to get better results.

In other words, they will be 
genuinely supportive, rather than 
punitive and mandatory.

Around 4,800 people with dis-
abilities and health conditions will 
get some help into work, the Daily 
Record reports.

Employment support is one of 
the first powers devolved through 
the Scotland Act 2016, made possi-
ble by the Vow of more powers be-
fore the independence vote.

Work First Scotland will help 

3300 disabled people while Work 
Able Scotland will focus on 1500 
people with long-term health con-
ditions.

The Record revealed last year 
that the SNP would block any 
bid by Westminster to impose a 
sanctions system on the new pro-
grammes.

Batul Hassan, 49, who also met 
Hepburn yesterday, was made re-
dundant after 11 years at a local au-
thority and was helped into work 
by Remploy.

She has dyslexia, dyspraxia and 
hearing problems and said her pre-
vious employer struggled to un-
derstand her needs.

Batul, from Edinburgh, added: 
“The new system has the potential 
to be a good thing.

“Two contracts mean people 
can move at the right pace, not 
lumped together.”

Hepburn said: “The devolved 
services will have fairness, dignity 
and respect at their core.

“We believe people will see 
them as an opportunity to gain 
new skills through supportive 
training and coaching.”

The Conservatives have clear-
ly changed the meaning of words 
such as “fairness”, “support” and 
“respect”, in order to persuade the 
public that their punitive policies 
are somehow acceptable, and to 
deny the negative consequences 
they have on people who need the 
most support.

They are not acceptable.

They’ve resurrected him – worse 
luck, writes Ian Charles…  

Like Stinky Lazarus rather 
than the Messiah, Andrew Marr 
returned to his own programme 
after one inglorious week of Eddie 
Mair. Andrew wanted to chat about 
the attack by Trump on Syria. 
Would he ask each of his guests 
in turn about it? Would he ask the 
featured band; if not why not? 
Probably because they were the 
Coldstream Guards, promoting 
their campaign to raise awareness 
of Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder; 
they were the best band I’ve seen 
on the programme for months.

Peter Westmacott (ex-
Ambassador) was able to leave 
the Ferrero Rocher for a while 
to comment on the role of Boris 
Johnson, ridiculed by the Western 
World, now even by the Russians. 
How long can he stay in his job as 
Foreign Secretary? Philip Collins of 
the Times also spoke dismissively 
of him. Smooth Phil was much more 
interested in the infighting within the 
White House, whereas Julia Hartley-
Brewer (LBC radio broadcaster) 
thought the Trump bombing of Syria 
was a preliminary to action against 
North Korea. We’ll see.

There was then a pointless 
conversation about Brexit and its 

negotiations, which ended up as a 
discussion about Tim Farron and 
the supposed resurgence of the 
LibDems. But Marr wanted to talk 
about the Labour Party’s ‘picketing’ 
of New Statesman. The BBC seems 
to think that NS is a left-wing 
publication – we’ll leave that alone 
for now - yet abandoned the story 
quickly to show Ed Milibrother in 
a pop video, apparently playing all 
parts and singing in a high voice. Nice. 

Said no-one ever; watch it at 
https://tinyurl.com/k3mjegh 

An interview with Alex 
Salmond in front of a stone bridge 
and a stream which didn’t move 
at all despite being full of water 
to each bank, focused on the 
bombing of Syria by the US, when it 
was going to be more interesting to 
discuss the support of Spain for an 
Independent Scotland joining or 

remaining in the EU, presumably 
with Gibraltar, Northern Ireland 
and London. Eventually we got 
there. You had the feeling that it 
wasn’t just the stream, the bridge, 
and the field that were static cut-
outs. “There will be a referendum 
in Scotland,” said Salmond. He 
minimised the other bombing, that 
of the Scottish Economy.

Charlotte Rampling was 
discussed by Jim Broadbent in 
a review of their new film The 
Sense of an Ending. He was slightly 
nervous of Rampling, he said. It 
looks a good film, and I think I shall 
go to see it with Mrs Charles. Jim’s in 
the next series of Game of Thrones; 
that is one I shall definitely watch, 
as will Mrs C, who is a keen fan.

Back to Syria and the Russians, 
Priti Patel was brought on to explain 
the Government’s view and told us 

nothing, which is more than she 
normally does about anything. To 
get a Labour view, Marr brought on 
Emily Thornberry. The thing I’d like 
to know from her is how well her 
challenge to Tom Watson is going. 
Emily was excellent though, and 
talked about things like evidence, 
the international community, and 
the need for certainty. Marr wanted 
to ask her about a ‘parallel universe’ 
which Thornberry wasn’t falling 
for. There has to be a plan. “Have we 
learned nothing from Iraq, Libya? 
We need to work together with the 
Russians.” She spoke confidently 
about education, free school 
meals, of which she claims to be a 
product, and the forthcoming local 
government elections. Emily was 
easily the best bit of the show, so 
much so that I don’t think they will 
have her on again.

Woman sanctioned 
after miscarriage Was left 
in poverty and suicidal

Marr watch
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My response to a 
very significant book

By Cliff Jones

It is always good to read a book 
on a subject you believe you 
know something about and to 
discover that the author has so 

much more to tell you. 
It is also good to discover a per-

spective. In this case a perspective 
from the USA, that you had never ful-
ly used in order to make critical sense 
of a series of events, of casual histor-
ical assumptions, of the power of 
myth and self deception and of what 
I see as a descent into inhumanity. So 
many clever people, so much intel-
lectual effort, such scholarship and so 
much dedication to a cause that be-
lieved it had the right to displace an 
indigenous people, rob them of their 
rights, houses, land, liberty and lives. 

The book is a good example of 
the seriousness of journalistic schol-
arship. It is a driven book: driven not 
by the urge to sell a story but by the 
urge to do a good job and allow the 
reader to follow up, question and 
challenge. I loved the endnotes. 

The crucial role in the creation 
of Israel played by the 1948 US pres-
idential election when Truman 
came from behind to win is not new 
knowledge but Alison Weir provides 
so much detail of people and events, 
beginning well before 1948. For us, 
there is no escaping a conclusion. 
Whenever there was a clash between 
the advice of informed and profes-
sional government officials, who 
were fully aware of the negative con-
sequences for the US if it recognised 
a State of Israel, and the self-interests 
of politicians under pressure from 
well-organised and persistent Zi-
onist groups, it was self-interest (or 
perceived self-interest), that won. 
Too often short-sighted wins over 
long-sighted. 

The result has been a heavy 
self-imposed and well-fed albatross 
around the neck of the USA since 
1948. Furthermore, that is only to 
count the cost from the point of view 
of the USA. The cost to the indige-
nous people of Palestine; to interna-
tional law; to the authority of the UN; 
to Semitic speaking Jews; to young 
idealistic socialist Zionists; to bullied 
and belittled European Jewish émi-

grés (don’t speak Yiddish in Israel); 
and to human values has been enor-
mous. It continues to grow. We now 
have a massive moral deficit. Shall 
there ever be redemption of that 
debt? Conversely, would it be proved 
that we are moral deficit deniers? 

We should add to the list the 
cost born by truth itself. If the funda-
mental belief that you wish others to 
accept is based upon the falsehood 
that the Romans expelled the Jewish 
people from the region then, in order 
to maintain your position, you are 
driven to deceive, even yourselves, 
at an increasingly frantic pace and 
intensity. 

The book concentrates upon the 
USA but Britain’s key role features in 
the book. However, irritatingly to this 
Welshman, sometimes it is given that 
England is the same as Britain. There 
are times when labels matter and 
the government of Israel is good at 
capturing labels and applying them 
to serve its own purpose, ‘Anti-Se-
mitic’ being one of those misused 
and misdirected labels of which we 
are all frightened. ‘Welsh’, inciden-
tally, means ‘foreigner’ and it is what 
the Anglo-Saxons called the British 
whose land they invaded. It is now 
what we must call ourselves. Losing 
the power to self identify is no small 
thing as Palestinians are well aware. 

Key to the role of Britain was the 
need to bring the USA into the First 
World War and the Balfour Declara-
tion played its part in this as Alison 
Weir shows very clearly. I switched 
perspective for a moment whilst 
reading Jonathan Schneer’s The Bal-
four Declaration (Random House, 
2010). I formed two starkly contrast-
ing pictures: Arabs fighting as allies 
of Britain assuming something good 
would come of this but very unaware 
that decisions were made by know-
ing down which corridor in White-
hall it was best to walk and upon 
which door it was wise to knock. 

An ‘aside’: Lawrence of Arabia was 
born in Tremadog in North Wales just 
a shortish walk from Porthmadog 
High Street where Lloyd George had 
his solicitor’s office. It is still there. The 
house where Lawrence was born (also 
still there) was a hotel for a while and 
my family would stay there when visit-
ing relatives. Forgive the personal na-
ture of this ‘aside’ but you can imagine 
the fantasy of a very young child that 
he might have been sleeping in the bed-

room of Lawrence of Arabia. 
The thought also crosses my mind 

that while Lawrence was fighting in 
Arabia, Lloyd George in many respects 
a hero of mine was facilitating the Bal-
four Declaration. Avi Shlaim is married 
to Lloyd George’s great granddaughter 
but that does not prevent him writing 
frankly about his role in his book Israel 
and Palestine (Verso, 2009). 

There is an Allenby Street in Tel 
Aviv. Allenby was in charge of the Brit-
ish invasion of the region in opposition 
to the Ottoman Turks. There is also 
an Allenby Street in Beirut. Perhaps 
someone might wish to write a learned 
article upon the significance of that co-
incidence. I know of no Sykes or Picot 
Streets but the naming of streets has a 
lot to tell us about how the people with 
power wish us to think. The prome-
nade in Tel Aviv is named after a mem-

ber of a prominent Liverpool Jewish 
family, the first Governor General of 
Palestine, Herbert Samuel. I believe 
that Jabotinsky, who was a rather nas-
ty Zionist for whom Netanyahu’s fa-
ther once worked, holds the record for 
the number of streets in Israel named 
after an individual. End of my ‘aside’. 

Alison Weir adds to this picture 
of Whitehall corridors and doors by 
providing much information on the 
role of Zionists and Zionist organisa-
tions in the USA who were well aware 
of where to place a political fulcrum, 
how long a lever needed to be and 
how much power to exert upon it. 

In The Idea of Israel (Verso, 2014) 
llan Pappe explains all the different 
and changing forms of Zionism since 
the establishment of the State of Isra-
el. Before reading Alison Weir’s book 
I had little idea of how extensive and 

dedicated was the Zionist network of 
people and organisations in the USA 
working from the late nineteenth 
century. The power of such people 
and organisations remains strong to-
day and explains why the little bully 
in the playground gets away with 
it: its best mate is bigger than all the 
other kids are. Possibly the little bully 
ought to be a tiny bit careful not to be 
offensive to its best mate. 

At a book launch in London for 
his The Invention of the Land of Is-
rael (Verso, 2012) Shlomo Sand of Tel 
Aviv University which, as he points 
out in his book, was built upon the 
site of a Palestinian village, recount-
ed his surprise at discovering that 
the myths about European Jews 
‘returning’ were not even myths but 
totally untrue. His last three books, 
including How I Stopped Being a Jew 
(Verso, 2014), can be seen as a gradual 
personal dawning of or awakening to 
the false reality in which so much of 
his life had been lived. 

Alison Weir has contributed an 
invaluable book: analyzing and mak-
ing of a movement that many once 
saw as being a worthy ideal: an ideal 
that often had considerable socialist 
intent, albeit a racially ring fenced 
socialism; alas now transformed 
into a sort of religio/racist thuggery 
in which the currency of the day is 
blood: other peoples’ blood. 

So much clever manipulation, 
so much contrived deceit, so much 
deployment of every technique that 
might influence and yet, consistently, 
so much disregard for the indigenous 
people; and all of it to fulfil a false and 
fatal fantasy; if only, to coin a phrase, 
Americans, and not just Americans, 
knew. After all, they and we do pay 
for it. They and we would benefit 
from knowing. So would many inno-
cent and wronged people. So would 
humanity itself. For too many people 
ignorance has been the position of 
choice: ‘don’t bother me with knowl-
edge, my prejudice comforts me and 
ignorance is bliss’. 

Unfortunately, we know who it 
is that is forced to pay for the moral 
deficit and we full-well know the cur-
rency in which it is paid. 

The book is subtitled The hid-
den history of how the U.S. was 
used to create Israel. 

ISBN-13: 978-1495910920 
Look at http://www.ifamerican-

sknew.org/about_us/

Creating a Massive 
Moral DefiCit
against our Better JuDgMent By alison Weir
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A memory of things you thought 
you’d forgotten, or never knew, or 
perhaps you weren’t even there at 
the time. By Ian Charles, who was 
there and forgets nothing, except, 
perhaps …..

#6 The Enid

How not to do it: don’t 
get signed; don’t court 
publicity; don’t have a 
vocalist; don’t make re-

cords; never send your material 
to record companies; have a very 
silly name – well, actually, all bands 
do that; the Enid were not like any 
other band, however. I first heard 
them on the radio, someone had 
recorded a performance on tape at 
a festival, DJ Tommy Vance got a 
copy and liked it. He played it and 
I liked it too.

Most of the above turns out not 
to have been true at all - fake news; 
disinformation; myth and legend. 
The DJ might have been John 
Peel. Between 1973 and 1976 the 
Enid, eight-piece once they’d got a 
drummer, or indeed had a vocalist, 
Peter Roberts. On his death in 1975, 
they carried on, but unusually, 
bass duties seemed to be shared 
between other members and the 
tuba, played by Glenn Tollet, also a 
keyboard player.

But the big influence, and 
usually each band has one, was 
keyboard player and musical 
director Robert John Godfrey, ever 
present until the Enid’s hiatus from 
1999 to 2007, and from then on 
beyond a diagnosis of dementia in 
2014. The band carried on with his 
consent.

I’ve always said that you’re 
not a band until you’ve got a 
drummer, and don’t rock till 
you have a bass player. I’ve also 
observed that so long as you have 
as many members at the end of 

the journey as you did when you 
began, then the project remains a 
going concern. The Enid laugh in 
the face of my arbitrary rules, if 

they ever knew of them.
Periodically they’ve been 

down to three players, or up to 
ten. Sometimes one of the guitar 

players is also the bass player, at 
another time there’ve been three 
drummers, two bass players and 
somebody on ‘whistles.’ The 

music is wonderful, like most 
Prog – if you like Prog! Their 
existence spans five decades, and 
combines mixed instrumentation 
with an anarchic take on classical 
music, over seventeen studio 
albums. So much for ‘only on 
tape;’ but they pioneered an 
idea, possibly uniquely, where 
someone ordering a CD could 
stipulate which tracks they would 
like including from the band’s 
repertoire!

A website currently exists, slick, 
lustrous, supplying a narrative 
which has to be truer than the 
legend, but which is always going 
to be what they want you to know 
and believe. What I believe is what I 
see and hear on the back catalogue, 
and YouTube has a fair old amount 
of that.

I’d start anywhere, possibly 
right in the middle if you can find 
one, and then work backwards 
and forwards at the same time. 
You’ll find they did have singers, 
sometimes it was Robert himself, 
sometimes a female vocalist called 
Geraldine Connor. The post-2016 
incarnation of the band https://
www.theenid.co.uk features 
three guys who all sing, and the 
bass player’s also the drummer. 
Whether they play live I have 
no idea; they seem to. That’s the 
trouble with The Enid, they are 
enigmatic.

Begin: https://tinyurl.com/
h8xp5ze Something Wicked This 
Way Comes, which is from one 
period we might call the ‘middle’  
or ttps://tinyurl.com/hrcy5be 
Tripping the Light Fantastic, from 
another ‘middle’ around a decade 
later.

Like a lot of Prog, it is like 
listening to music from another 
era, before Rock but with 
instrumentation from the age of 
electronica; go digging and enjoy.

A ‘business-case’ for the NHS 
has now been set, and its the big-
gest NHS Sell-Off event Ever!

If anyone is in any doubt as to 
the sheer scale of the privatisation 
of our NHS, look no further than 
the Health+Care Conference an-
nounced for June.

The conference 28-29 June 
2017 | ExCeL London, brings to-
gether all STP leads, health trust 
and CCG chief executives and oth-
er delegates from the private sec-
tor claims the event is” Europe’s 
largest integrated health and social 
care event, building relationships 
between commissioners, provid-
ers and suppliers”.

Their brochure states “IT’S THE 
ONLY PLATFORM FOR BUILDING 
RELATIONSHIPS BETWEEN COM-
MISSIONERS, PROVIDERS AND 
SUPPLIERS. IT’S ALSO THE LARG-

EST GATHERING OF STP LEAD-
ERS EVER ASSEMBLED. AND 
LET’S FACE IT, AS THEY’LL BE 
LOOKING FOR YOU AT HEALTH+-
CARE, CAN YOU AFFORD TO NOT 
SEE 5,500 CUSTOMERS YOU HAV-
EN’T MET YET.

The objective of the expo con-
ference is to accelerate ‘Transfor-
mation’ of the NHS by introducing 
delegates to hundreds of private 
healthcare sector companies along 
with other STP leads.

To anyone wishing to retain 
a universal healthcare system, 
the Health+Care conference is 
a shameful collection of people 
openly betraying the principles of 
the NHS. Such events would have 
been taboo 20 years ago, but now 
the SALE OF OUR NHS is openly 
broadcast and in public. There’s 
even a ‘transformation’ awards 

event for those who so far have 
managed to cut NHS services and 
transform them in line with private 
healthcare sector values.

It’s a no holds barred event with 
Labour and Lib Dem politicians 
thrown in for good measure...

Here’s a brief list of those host-
ing some of the events with many 
sessions openly ‘sponsored’ by pri-
vate companies..

Opening and Welcome to 
Health+Care 2017

Chair: Dame Ruth Carnall,
Managing Partner, Carnall Farar 

Ltd
Cross-Party Debate: NHS and 

Social Care Funding - is it time to 
ask the public?

Jonathan Ashworth MP, La-
bour Shadow Secretary of State for 
Health

And another Labour Peer...
■ Delivering the £5bn opera-

tional productivity challenge
Patrick Carter, Lord Carter 

of Coles, founded Westminster 

Health Care Ltd in1985 which he 
built into a leading health care pro-
vider which he sold in 1999. The 
Labour peer is a private investor 
and director of public and private 
companies in the fields of insur-
ance, healthcare and information 
technology. 

Local Authority Trading Com-
pany - The benefits and opportuni-
ties and challenges

Alison Waller, Managing Direc-
tor, Tricuro Limited

■ Improving quality with crea-
tive leadership

Chris Gage, Managing Director, 
Ladder to the Moon

Dr Al Mulley, Managing Direc-
tor for Global HealthCare Delivery 
Science, The Dartmouth Institute

Dr Rupert Dunbar-Rees, Found-
er and CEO, Outcomes Based 
Healthcare [research company]

Antony Tiernan, Director of 
Engagement and Communication, 
New Care Models Programme – 
Five Year Forward View

James Sanderson, Director of 
Personalisation and Choice, NHS 
England

Sir Bruce Keogh, Medical Direc-
tor, NHS England

Professor Matthew Cripps, Na-
tional Director, NHS RightCare

Jacob West, National Care Mod-
el Lead – Acute Care Collaboration 
and Primary and Acute Care

Systems (PACS), New Care 
Models Programme

The Rt Hon Stephen Dorrell, 
Chair, NHS Confederation and for-
mer Secretary of State for Health

Matthew Swindells, National 
Director: Operations and Informa-
tion, NHS England

GP Regulation: Professor Steve 
Field, Chief Inspector of General 
Practice, CQC

Challenges facing the NHS pro-
vider sector: Chris Hopson, Chief 
Executive, NHS Providers

Dominique Kent, Chief Operat-
ing Officer, The Good Care Group 
Ltd

NHS sale now on

Forgotten 
Bands
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http://www.strategic-culture.org/news/2017/04/14/
tillerson-moscow-world-war-iii-back-on-track.html

Tillerson in Moscow: Is World War III 
Back on Track?
If anyone is worried whether the prospect of a major 
war, which many of us considered almost inevitable if 
Hillary Clinton had attained the White House, is back 
on track, Secretary of State Rex Tillerson’s visit to 
Moscow was cold comfort. From his remarks together 
with his counterpart Sergey Lavrov, there is now little 
reason to expect any improvement in US-Russia ties 
anytime soon, if ever, and much reason to expect 
them to get worse – a lot worse.
There has been a great deal of speculation as to why 
President Donald Trump, who promised a break 
with the warmongering policies Hillary would have 
implemented, and which characterized the adminis-
trations of Barack Obama, George W. Bush, and Bill 
Clinton, would have bombed Syria’s Shayrat airbase 
in retaliation for a supposed chemical weapons (CW) 
strike without evidence or authorization from either 
Congress or the UN Security Council.
(I won’t bore anyone familiar with Balkan affairs with 
the almost certain origin of the gas attack in Idlib. The 
odds that it was a false flag by the jihadists far, far 
outweigh any chance of a CW attack by Syrian govern-
ment forces. To cite the «Markale market massacres» 
is enough. Ghouta September 2013 wasn’t the first 
such deception in Syria, and Idlib April 2017 won’t be 
the last. American media condemning Assad for the 
CW attack and demanding justice for the victims nev-
er mention that the site is held by al-Qaeda and that 
they themselves have a CW capability. Nor that the 
jihadists likely knew when and where Syrian planes 
would be operating, since the Russians would have 
notified the US under the deconfliction agreement. 
This is not to rule out the Russian explanation that the 
release was due to Syrian bombing of the jihadists’ CW 
cache but I consider the planned provocation more 
likely based on the timing. Predictably, an amateurish 
four-page paper issued by the US intelligence com-
munity to justify accusations against Assad contained 
zero evidence.)  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
The white-hot rhetoric coming out of Washington is 
far in excess of that needed to position US opinion 
for a reasonable deal with Moscow. Quite to the 
contrary, it seems calculated to burn any bridges 
back from anything but regime change and more war. 
Once again, as has been the case since the Cold War 
ended in 1991 – but only on the Russian side – US goals 
look to be geopolitical and ideological, not based on 
American national interest. The agendas of the Deep 
State and our regional «allies» will continue to set US 
policy. Russia must be destroyed as an independent 
power, right after Syria, Iran, and North Korea but 
before China. (In a Balkan sideshow, Trump this week 
signed the NATO accession of Montenegro, effectively 
completing encirclement of Serbia. At a White House 
meeting with Jens Stoltenberg, Trump praised NATO.) 
As was the case in Bosnia, Kosovo, and Libya, and to-
day in Syria, the US is happy to use jihadists as proxies 
while coldly watching them eliminate centuries-old 
Christian communities.
In short, the usual. If such a path has been chosen by 
Trump, as appears likely, it may well doom his pres-
idency to failure. But in context, that would be the 
least of our worries.

https://newint.org/blog/2017/04/13/drought-leaves-
millions-of-kenyans-short-of-food/

Drought leaves 2.4 million Kenyan’s 
desperately short of food
By Nick Guttmann 
In most areas, pasture, water and food supplies are 
totally depleted, writes Nick Guttmann.
When I met Mamo Toro last month, on a parched 
dusty road in northern Kenya, the 19-year-old herder 
hadn’t had anything to eat or drink in 24 hours.
My colleagues and I from Christian Aid came across 
him during a long, dry drive in North Horr, a sub-coun-
ty of Marsabit County.
Mamo cut a desolate figure: he was standing vigil 
over a young female camel in the last throes of life. 
The animal lay prone, exhausted and starving, in what 
had once been lush grazing land. Now, there wasn’t a 
blade of grass or a leaf in sight.
It was making a pitiful, guttural, death rattle: a sound 
that’s hard to forget.
Mamo told us his story: he and his fellow herdsmen 
had set out from the nearby town of Balesa with 42 
camels, trekking 70kms in search of water.
While the rest of the group had continued on, taking 
Mamo’s camels with them, he had remained with his 
dying camel overnight, going without food or water, in 
the vain hope that it would revive.
But it would be dead within a matter of hours. The 
future was looking incredibly bleak for Mamo. This 
was his second camel to die in 24 hours.
We gave him some food and water, and a lift up the 
road. Nevertheless, he faced a six-hour walk to find his 
friends.
This sad situation is becoming commonplace across 
northern Kenya, where drought has left 2.4 million 
people desperately short of food.
In the 37 years since I first travelled to Kenya, I’ve 
never seen it so dry. Marsabit is one of the hardest hit 
regions: it hasn’t rained in most parts of the county 
since October 2015.
Everywhere we went, we heard the same message: 
this was the worst drought in living memory.

http://grist.org/briefly/white-house-officials-are-gear-
ing-up-for-a-showdown-over-paris-agreement/

White House officials are 
gearing up for a showdown over Paris 
agreement.
In a meeting reportedly scheduled for Tuesday, Pres-
ident Donald Trump’s team will debate whether to 
abandon the historic climate pact.
It might seem surprising that this is even up for 
debate. During the presidential campaign, Trump 
repeatedly pledged to “cancel” the agreement, which 
many consider necessary to keep the planet from 
overheating. But before making a move, it appears 
he’ll let his advisers fight it out.
Two members of Trump’s inner circle, Jared Kushner 
and Secretary of State Rex Tillerson, want the admin-
istration to stick with the agreement. Reports say the 
meeting will pit those two against Steve Bannon, the 
climate-denying former chief of Breitbart News, and 
Scott Pruitt, the EPA administrator, who want out. Re-
ports say Kushner and Tillerson argue that remaining 
in the Paris accord gives the administration diplomatic 
leverage in other matters.
If the opening skit on Saturday Night Live is any sign, 
the outlook for Kushner’s faction looks good.
Of course, President Trump’s moves to trash the en-
vironment since taking office suggest that, whatever 
happens, the administration has no plans to meet the 
agreement’s carbon-cutting pledges.

https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20170417-iraqi-
police-accuse-daesh-of-chemical-weapons-attack-in-
mosul/

Iraqi police accuse Daesh of 
chemical weapons attack in Mosul
Iraqi police on Sunday accused Daesh of using 
chemical weapons against their forces in Mosul, but 
said that had not stopped them making new ground 
towards the militants’ last stronghold in the city.
Mosul, Iraq’s second biggest city, was captured by 
the ultra-hardline Sunni Muslim fighters in 2014, but 
government forces have retaken much of it during an 
operation that has lasted six months.
Officers in Iraq’s Federal Police told Reuters that Daesh 
shelled government forces with chemical weapons 
agents in the Urouba and Bab Jadid districts on Satur-
day.
The attack caused only minor wounds, the force said 
in a statement, without giving more details.
The UN said last month that 12 people, including 
women and children, had been treated for possible 
exposure to chemical weapons agents in Mosul. But 
Iraq’s UN ambassador, Mohamed Ali Alhakim, said 
days later there was no evidence for that.
Iraq’s Federal Police, one of several forces attacking 
the militants, said it had made a new push against the 
group holed up in the Old City, where tanks and heavy 
vehicles are not able to operate because of its narrow 
streets.
The front has hardly moved for over a month.
Federal Police forces moved 200 metres (yards) 
deeper into the Old City, getting closer to al-Nuri 
mosque, a statement said.
The mosque is highly symbolic because it was there 
that Daesh leader Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi declared 
himself head of a self-proclaimed caliphate.
Troops have had the centuries-old mosque with its 
leaning minaret in their sights since last month.
A captain in the Federal Police said Sunday’s advance 
had started in the early morning with troops fighting 
the militants house-to-house.
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http://theduran.com/snowden-afghan-bunker-moab-
bomb/

Ed Snowden: Afghan bunker ‘MOAB’ 
bomb destroyed was built by CIA

The US just spent $314 million to destroy the Islamic 
terrorist cave complex which the CIA built with help 
from Bin Laden
146Share on FacebookTwitter
The media is awash with enthusiastic reports that the 
US military has employed the largest conventional 
bomb ever designed, the Massive Ordnance Air Blast 
bomb or “MOAB” (18,000 lbs. of explosive, 22,000 lbs. 
total weight) on a cave-bunker complex in near Tora 
Bora in Afghanistan – the same place Osama bin Laden 
was supposedly hiding not long after 9-11.
The US says the complex was being used by ISIS.
US President Trump is receiving credit for the bomb-
ing, both from supporters and opponents (including 
former supporters), though he told the press he did 
not personally give the order.
Nevertheless, the bombing seems to fit into Trump’s 
declared strategy for fighting terrorism.
Only one thing is being left out of the media reports. 
How did ISIS (or al Qaeda, or the Mujahadeen, or 
whichever Islamic terrorists the US is secretly backing 
this week) get such a wonderful bunker complex to 
begin with? Ed Snowden reminds us of the answer:
Are we seeing how the military-industrial complex 
works yet?

https://thinkprogress.org/syria-afghanistan-warn-
ings-for-north-korea-e711a20c1a3f

Pence admits Syria and Afghanistan 
were used as props to warn North 
Korea
On Monday, Vice President Mike Pence confirmed 
that the recent U.S. bombings of Syria and Afghani-
stan were nothing but a warning message for North 
Korea, contradicting earlier statements from the 
White House.
Speaking in Seoul next to South Korea’s acting presi-
dent Hwang Kyo-ahn, Pence warned North Korea to 
end its nuclear program and referred to the bombings 
in Syria and Afghanistan as proof of U.S. resolve.
“Just in the past two weeks, the world witnessed the 
strength and resolve of our new president in actions 
taken in Syria and Afghanistan,” Pence told reporters, 
after visiting the Demilitarized Zone between North 
and South Korea. “North Korea would do well not to 
test his resolve or the strength of the armed forces of 
the United States in this region.”
Pence’s comments directly contradict Trump’s earlier 
statements about the strikes in Syria and Afghanistan.
After the U.S. military dropped the largest non-nu-
clear bomb in Afghanistan last Thursday, a 21,000 
pound weapon nicknamed the “mother of all bombs,” 
Trump said it wasn’t meant to be a message to North 
Korea. “It doesn’t make any difference if it does or 
not — North Korea is a problem, the problem will be 
taken care of,” he told reporters.
And earlier this month, the United States launched 
59 Tomahawk missiles on the Shayrat airbase in Syria 
purportedly in response to a chemical attack that 
killed at least 90 people two days earlier. The airstrike 
was seen as an escalation in U.S. involvement in 
Syria, as it was targeting the regime of Syrian dictator 
Bashar al-Assad, who is suspected to have committed 
the attack.

http://www.telesurtv.net/english/news/
Over-1000-Palestinian-Prisoners-Launch-Mass-Hun-
ger-Strike-20170417-0008.html

Over 1,000 Palestinian Prisoners 
Launch Mass Hunger Strike
On Palestinian Prisoner’s Day Monday, hundreds of 
Palestinians in Israeli prisons are staging a mass hun-
ger strike, continuing the decades-long resistance of 
prisoners in the apartheid state.
Ma’an News Agency reported that prisoners through-
out the country have purged all food products from 
their cells and have shaved their heads. According 
to Israel’s prison service, some 1,187 detainees from 
across the political spectrum are participating, with 
support from groups as diverse as the Palestine Lib-
eration Organization  to the Marxist-Leninist Popular 
Front for the Liberation of Palestine, known as the 
PFLP.
In a statement in support of the strike, PLO Execu-
tive Committee Member Hanan Ashrawi affirmed on 
behalf of Palestinian leadership “unwavering commit-
ment to ensuring the safe and unconditional release 
of all 6,500 Palestinian political prisoners.”
According to Ma’an, these prisoners include 57 wom-
en, 300 children, 13 members of parliament, 500 
administrative detainees, 800 prisoners who require 
medical care and 18 journalists.

http://www.smh.com.au/world/north-korea-will-test-
missiles-weekly-senior-official-says-20170417-gvm-
ja0.html

North Korea will test missiles ‘weekly’, 
senior official says
London: North Korea will continue to regularly test 
missiles and any military action against it by the Unit-
ed States would prompt “all out war”, a senior North 
Korean official told the BBC on Monday.
North Korea has conducted several missile and nucle-
ar tests in defiance of UN sanctions and has said it has 
developed a missile that can strike the US mainland. 
Its latest missile test on Sunday failed a few seconds 
after launch.
US Vice President Mike Pence warned North Korea on 
Monday that recent US strikes in Syria, one of Pyong-
yang’s few close allies, and Afghanistan showed that 
the resolve of President Donald Trump should not be 
tested.
“We’ll be conducting more missile tests on a weekly, 
monthly and yearly basis,” the BBC quoted Vice For-
eign Minister Han Song-Ryol as saying in an interview.
“If the US is reckless enough to use military means it 
would mean from that very day, an all out war.”
North Korean state media last week warned of a 
nuclear attack on the United States at any sign of 
American aggression, but the White House said there 
was no evidence it possessed that capability.
The BBC reported Han also said North Korea believed 
its nuclear weapons protect it from the threat of mili-
tary action by the United States. 
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We hope you are revelling in the sights and sounds of spring 
and it is inspiring you to produce fabulous pieces during Nation-
al Write Poetry Month. these pages are still edited by WILD 
WORDS – the North West based art collective of Chris Bainbridge, 
emma Lea, eve Nortley and Gordon Zola – who welcome you back 
for another literary cornucopia.

the 1st April edition of Art is the WOrD featured the work 
of Off Beat poet Philia Del Fia – we hope to interview her Daugh-
ter later this year and will be following her burgeoning career 
with interest.

this edition we showcase the legend that is Maya Angelou...we 
hope her story and work inspire your own creativity.

Welcome to 
4 pages of art 
is the WorD!

Can you feel the rumble?
Can you hear the beat?

Come and join the revolution.
the WOrD’s back on the street.

Join with us in jubilation
to bring the truth to the nation
We’re the pulse, the heart-beat

putting the WOrD back on the 
street.

We don’t cow tow to the elite.
Our coffers aren’t replete.

We’re an independent paper
putting the WOrD back on the 

street.

W O r D 
(spell out DOUBLe 

U. Oh. Ar. Dee.)
read the the WOrD 

it’ll set you free.

W O r D
the WOrD is the 

paper for you and me.

We’ll keep the red flag flying high.
Coz it’s always better to fight than die.

And when people ask us why?
We’ll answer with our battle cry.

W O r D read the word 
it’ll set you free

W O r D the WOrD is the 
paper for you and me.

Come and feel the rumble.
Come and dance to the beat.

Come and join the revolution.
the WOrD’s back on the street.

W O r D
read the WOrD.

it’LL set YOU Free.

spreading the Word

Alan Stead

this book gives a clear account 
of the political unrest which is and 
has been for many years rife in the 
Middle east. the author Patrick 
Cockburn gives the reader a clear 
understanding of the situation in 
the area – in stark opposition to 
that offered by the mass media.

the impression gained by the 
reviewer is that the involvement 
of the UsA and russia although 
well intentioned seems to be ex-
acerbating rather than alleviating 
the situation.

A good read for anyone wish-
ing to gain an understanding of 
the politics and religions of the 
Arab states.

the Book corner.....
the rise of islamic state by patrick 
cockburn publishers: Verso Books
this week we review a topical historical book 
by well known writer patrick cockburn.
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Born Marguerite Annie John-
son; April 4, 1928  in st Lou-
is, Missouri, Maya Angelou 
was an American poet, 

memoirist, and civil rights activist.
she was the great grandchild of 

John savin a white slave owner and 
Mary Lee one of his African slaves.

she was a prolific writer pub-
lishing seven autobiographies, 
three books of essays, several 
books of poetry, and is credited 
with 36 novels and a list of plays, 
movies, music albums and televi-
sion shows spanning over 50 years. 
she has received dozens of awards 
and more than 50 honorary de-
grees- although she does not have 
an academic degree. she is credited 
with being the first black female di-
rector in hollywood.

 Angelou is best known for her 
series of seven autobiographies, 
which focus on her childhood 
and early adult experiences. the 
first,  i Know Why the Caged Bird 
sings  (1969) which tells of her life 
up to the age of 17 and brought her 
international recognition and ac-
claim – although banned in a large 
number of American states for its 
graphic descriptions of her own 
rape aged 8 at the hands of her 
mother’s boyfriend.  

Angelou married twice, in 
1951, in the face of social opposi-
tion to mixed race marriages, to 
tosh Angelou a Greek electrician 
and musician and in 1972 to Paul 
Feu a Welsh carpenter  and ex 
husband of Germaine Greer. she 
also lived for a time with Vsum-
zumi Make a south African free-
dom fighter.

she became a poet and writ-
er after a series of occupations 
as a young adult, including  fast 
food worker, prostitute, madam, 

nightclub dancer and performer, 
cast member of the opera  Por-
gy and Bess, coordinator for 
the  southern Christian Leader-
ship Conference, and journalist 
in egypt and Ghana during the de-
colonization of Africa. she was 
an actor, writer, director, and pro-
ducer of plays, movies, and public 
television programs. in 1982, she 
earned the first lifetime reynolds 
Professorship of American studies 
at Wake Forest University in Win-
ston-salem,  North Carolina. she 
was active in the  Civil rights 
Movement working with  Martin 
Luther King Jr. and Malcolm X.

her literary inspirations were 
racism, identity, family and travel.

 Beginning in the 1990s, she 
made around 80 appearances a 
year on the  lecture circuit, some-
thing she continued into her eight-
ies. in 1993, Angelou recited her 
poem “On the Pulse of Morning” 
(1993) at President  Bill Clinton’s 
inauguration, making her the first 
poet to make an inaugural recita-
tion since  robert Frost  at Presi-
dent  John F. Kennedy’s inaugura-
tion in 1961.

Angelou died on May 28, 2014, 
in Winston-salem, North Carolina 
aged 86.
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The gilded few
breeze through their days,

Don’t fear the night
or hardship’s way,

Unthinkingly
waste nature’s gifts

and proudly steal the stars.

But those held fast 
by hidden chains 

Can’t lift their eyes
above their pains,
Survival overrides 

their dreams,
Defiantly they cry.

And all enslaved invisibly,
disabled by their poverty,

Resolve through love and passion to
throw back their heads to rage.

The one percent laze on the beach,
Free toys and drinks in easy reach,
And never once take pause to think
of the blood that bought their wine.

The saddest sight
in all the world

Are women, men
boys and girls

who blindly, blithely
masters serve

Yet think they have their freedom.

For those held fast 
by hidden chains

Can’t lift their eyes 
above their pains,
But in their hearts 

loud dreams remain,
And they will find their voice.

Hidden Chains
by Maya Angelou

Inspired by.....I rise 
by Maya Angelou

You dismiss my presence
As you dismiss me

Cos I’m so very 
decorative and dumb

You see!
My smile stretches a mile.

You hold forth at great length
On the need for free speech

Can’t wait to get it 
off your chest

When I open my mouth
You tell me

To give it a rest.
My smile is stretched a mile.

You eulogize about 
the fundamental need
For equality, diversity, 

fraternity,
And me – well I’m struck dumb

My only place is to be mum.
I pile on the smiles.

You are indifferent 
to my glances

Think you have 

a God given right
To all life’s best chances

Don’t even notice 
My hearts dances.

And still I smile.

You climb life’s corporate tree
Given the leg up 

By solid dependable home 
loving me

Yet still you look through and 
don’t see

The distance in my smile

Until one day there’s no clean 
shirt

I’ve acted on the hurt
Returned to the school of life

To revisit my A,B,C’s
With a young teacher keen to 

please
And I smile at you

Across thousands of miles
As I receive

With some glee
A master’s degree

For 
Poor

Dumb
Me.

inspired by her 
famous piece “Caged Bird”

The gilded few breeze 
through their days,
Don’t fear the night 
or hardship’s ways,
Unthinkingly waste 

nature’s gifts
and proudly steal the stars.

But those held fast 
by hidden chains

Can’t lift their eyes 
above their pains,

Survival supersedes 
their dreams,

Defiantly they cry.

And all enslaved invisibly,
disabled by their penury,
Resolve through love and 

passion to throw back 
their heads to rage.

The one percent 
laze on the beach,

free toys and drinks 
in easy reach

and never once take 
pause to think

of the blood that 
bought their wine.

The saddest sight 
in all the world

is women, men, boys 
and girls, Who blindly, 
blithely masters serve

Yet think they 
have their freedom.

For those held 
fast by hidden chains

Can’t lift their eyes 
above their pains,
But in their hearts 

loud dreams remain
And they will find their voice.

Dumb Blonde 
by Eve Nortley

Hidden Chains by 
Chris Bainbridge

Inspired by Maya Angelou
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By Gordon Zola

‘Space, the final frontier,’ as 
every fan knows, are the 
words that William Shat-
ner, in his guise as Captain 

James T Kirk, dramatically opened 
every episode of Star Trek with. 
While I definitely consider myself to 
be a Trekkie, I‘m going to risk boldly 
going where no man has gone before 
by suggesting that I don’t think he 
got it quite right. I can already hear 
you screaming ‘illogical.’ But bear 
with me a minute, because I believe 
the ultimate frontier is the Mind. I 
also believe that Headspace is going 
a long way to exploring its creativity 
and crossing that final frontier.

Headspace is a unique innova-
tive organisation that is fast changing 
the face of mental health and the is-
sues surrounding it - and I can verify 
this because I have had the privilege 
and pleasure of working with them.

But first of all, some official blurb.
Based at the Octagon Theatre, 

Bolton, Headspace is an exciting 
and creative outlet for people with 
Mental Health issues, without di-
rect focus upon these. A forum 
where people can freely express 
their individuality and utilise 
their skills by focusing on posi-
tive, personal, social and profes-
sional achievement and success, 
not on mental health. Headspace 
promotes positive change for the 
individual and challenges miscon-
ceptions often held by society.

‘Headspace has helped people 

to develop their skills because we 
are challenged to work at a higher 
level but in a safe environment. 
We are supported to try new things 
and to develop in depth under-
standing to a professional level. We 
are not treated differently because 
of our mental health problems.’ 
 (Headspace participant)

Overview of Headspace
Headspace is an expert by expe-

rience led organisation running in 
partnership with Bolton Octagon. We 
started 10 years ago in response to a 
lack of local provision for young peo-
ple experiencing mental health is-
sues within Bolton. We focus on crea-
tivity and leadership for participants. 

Headspace has evolved by chal-
lenging traditional stigmatised per-
ceptions of mental health and is 
now training participants to become 
skilled leaders and artists, re-defin-
ing their roles from passive recipi-
ents of services to active deliverers 
of creative workshops and training.

Headspace operates in 3 main 
streams: our creative provision, 
leadership training and promoting 
change.

That’s a bit of official back-
ground information to bring you 
up to speed. 

I have worked with the organisa-
tion in both a participatory and lead-
ership capacity over the course of 
the last 2 years. I was more than a lit-
tle intrigued about this organisation 
that was pushing back the bounda-
ries of mental health recovery. 

I was happier than the proverbi-
al dog with two appendages, when 
the founders of the organisation, 
Ginny and Stephen, agreed to meet 
me, and fill me in on the background 
of Headspace, over a cup of coffee.

They arrived in an exasperated 
rush. Ginny apologised profusely 
for her lateness, putting it down to 
her having to comfort her 13 year old 
distressed son who had been sub-
jected to a ‘Seclusion’ punishment 
at school. She went on to explain 
that the heinous crime he had com-
mitted to flaunt the school rules and 
upset the head, was to shave his hair 
off and independently raise £700 
for a Teenage Cancer Charity.

Like her I was astounded at the 
narrow minded inflexibility of au-
thority - and I’m only mentioning this 
incident because the challenge of bal-
ancing creativity with structure is one 
that Ginny and Stephen, face daily. 

But let me take you back to the 
beginning or at least Ginny’s begin-
ning. It was the summer of 1988, in a 
sun baked Madrid, a restless young 
woman was wrestling with a choice 
of opportunities that would deter-
mine her future career. She could 
either study restoration in Florence 
or take up a place at Bolton College. 
As Ginny goes on to explain as part 
of her routine as a budding stand up 
comedian, (courtesy of one of the 
many Headspace projects.)

‘Guess what? I chose Bolton.’
What. I hear you cry. She chose 

Bolton rather than Florence?
I was in full agreement with you 
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by John Bentley – rock star

Bolton born Photographic art-
ist JOHN BeNTLeY embarked on a 
titanic undertaking on the 9th Feb-
ruary 2017, when he took the first 
of what will be a collection of 2,222 
individual photographs to raise 
money for a local children’s heart 
charity, LAGANS FOUNDATION. 

John aims to collect images of 22 
people every day until he reaches 
his target – having suffered a major 
heart attack himself ten years ago. 

The number 22 has played a 
major role in John’s life and contin-
ues to influence home and work in 
many significant ways.

Inspired by art from an early age, 
John has fond memories of con-
structing cardboard box sculptures 
for much of his childhood. Although 
leaving school with few qualifica-
tions and working first as a factory 
hand and later as a lorry driver, John 
became a self employed Art pho-
tographer in 2011 and cites his inspi-
rations as the paintings of Caravaggio, 
rembrandt and the Pre-raphaelites, 
Film Noir and American photogra-
pher Peter Hurley.

 John is fascinated by the power 
of human eyes and has a lifelong love 
affair with the quality of light and 
the effect it has on the human face. 
He enjoys using his art to challenge 
established norms and encourage 
people to show all the facets of them-
selves through their photographs.

Johns first memories of seeing 
a photograph relate to a black and 
white image of himself as a child 
with his father – he says that al-
though he shared a sometimes tur-
bulent relationship with his Dad, 
the underlying deep affection  was 
apparent in the photo.

John feels anxiety and depres-
sion have always been a feature in 
his life and may have influenced 
his passion for portraying dark-
ness and light in his work. early 
holidays on the Isle of Skye with its 

spectacular light quality have also 
played a huge role in his art.

He is a plain spoken champion 
of Photography as Art and says he 
hates run of the mill photos taken 
by happy snappers “with all the 
gear ....and no ideas”.

John embarked on the project 
hoping to meet lots of new and inter-
esting people, he says this is going well 
so far. “I’ve met many fantastic people 
struggling with really big issues”.

 Although the social aspect of the 
project has been important to John, 
he reports himself to be someone 
who chooses to have lots of acquaint-
ances but very few close friends.

A lover of all types of art, John 
creativity is fuelled by listening to 
the rock and Metal music of Alice 
Cooper and Captain Beefheart, al-
though he describes his guilty pleas-
ure as an evening in with an Ollie 
Mur’s CD. He derived a lot of early 
inspiration from the exotic album 
sleeves of vinyl records and claims 
he is really a frustrated rock Star.

Favourite authors number 
Iain Banks (the Wasp Factory) and 
eddy Shah (Manchester Blue). In 
addition John has a longstanding 
interest in the personal life of inan-
imate object – and often wishes he 
could document the conversations 
his dinner table has been privy to 
in its long and interesting life.

John’s idea of the perfect night 
would be to have ronnie Woods, 
Alice Cooper and Steve Tyler round 
for a chat – definitely a night for the 
dinner table to remember!

John started Project 22 on the 
9th February 2017 – and he will be 
ending it on the 22nd June attired 
in his tutu (2 2) in his studio in St 
Georges House in Bolton.

If you would like to be part of 
this exciting piece of modern art 
and make a real difference to the 
lives of children with congenital 
heart disease please contact Project 
22 twenty two / fourTwo graphs......
John would love to hear from you.

Headspace 
we all need it!

#Project 22 
a crazy 

ambitious 
photo shoot

2,222 faces needed by 22nd June 2017
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By Robin Parker 

Langley Writers is a Borough 
of rochdale creative writing group 
which arose from tell Us Another 
One, phase one, facilitated by Cart-
wheel Arts. When their funding 
finished in 2009, Langley Writers 
constituted themselves auton-
omously and applied for and re-
ceived seed corn funding from 
rochdale Council (£500) and the 
now defunct Forever Manches-
ter (£1,800). With this funding 
we were able to fund the hire of a 
room in a local community centre 
and hire professional writing facil-
itators for our workshops. 

some of our writers learned 
sufficiently from these profession-
als to compile workshops of their 
own which enabled the group to 
continue when the funding was 
completed. in addition, some of 
the group were commissioned to 
produce poetry and plays for the 
community and this has assisted 
the funding needs, as the group 
works on a co-operative basis. 

the arts in general and creative 
writing in particular can be thera-
peutic and developmental tools. Not 
only do they enable people to ex-
press themselves and work through 
issues but what we have also noted, 

particularly with creative writing, is 
that when people produce pieces of 
work they increase their feelings of 
self worth. there is also a great com-
munity aspect to creative writing 
as there is no serious competition 
amongst our writers, each appreciat-
ing each other’s work, which results 
in increased feelings of well-being, 
with many opportunities for laugh-
ter along the way.

We also felt we wanted to do 
some drama and, when the Nhs 
created CCGs, the local CCG set 
up a social investment Fund for 
preventative medicine. One of our 
writers was developing as a dram-
atist and we set up LangDram to 
perform dramas on health issues. 

We each took no more than ex-
penses from these performances, 
with the bulk of the fees going into 
the general fund for creative writ-
ing facilitation. We also partnered 
with an emerging theatre compa-
ny, tracing steps, with a view to 
working in schools and encourag-
ing students at both primary and 
secondary level to perform dramas 
on health issues which were educa-
tional both to themselves and their 
audiences. We are now majoring 
on that as, with most of our writers 
being involved with community or 
domestic activity, we found assem-

bling a cast for dramas increasingly 
difficult. We take a small manage-
ment fee from each school project 
which enables us to continue our 
writing. With CCG funding, the 
LangDram dramas and the school 
projects are free to recipients.

We now generally have a quar-
terly outside facilitator and the other 
two meetings are facilitated in house. 
We still partner with Cartwheel Arts 
and recently i was asked to talk to a 
group that was also considering be-
coming autonomous and wanting 
to know how to run a workshop. On 
the morning of the talk, i Googled 
‘creative writing winter’ and came 
up with a plethora of ideas on that 
topic. Most of the articles were for 
schools, but most equally applicable 
to mature writers. it can really be that 
simple to facilitate a workshop. 

i am happy to respond to an-
yone on and, if anyone wishes to 
join us, we meet at Demesne Com-
munity Centre, Asby Close, Mid-
dleton M24 4JF on the third thurs-
day of each month, 2.00 – 4.00pm.

By Emma Lea

Artist rebekah Major is from 
the smallest state in the UsA, rho-
de island.  her work, in mainly 
watercolour, is bright and enthu-
siastic, the sort of thing children 
would paint if they had developed 
adult talent. 

Q What’s your favourite me-
dium?

A. i am an illustrator & i love 
to work in ink and watercolour 
which are pretty standard materi-
als for an illustrator. 

Q. How would you describe 
your work?

A. Colourful, tongue in cheek, 
and lots of booty! 

Q. How do you find your 
muse?

A.  i don’t really look for 
ways to feel inspired. some days 
drawing comes with a much eas-
ier flow than other days. When 
i’m working on an illustration 
it’s almost a feeling of being pos-
sessed. My hand just somehow 
seems to know what to do. then 
when i step back, there’s a illus-
tration. it’s like baby turtles: when 
they hatch, they just know how to 

swim. it’s supposed to be. 
Q. What role do you think 

an artist should have/ does 
have in society?

A. My role is to capture what’s 
going on, and give people a reason 
to talk about it. A global argument 
over the colour of a dress, or a rouge 
shark can be fodder for memes, or 
for engaging art. People appreciate 
the time artists give them to reflect 
on these moments, and why they 
where important to their lives. “

 Q.What are you working on 
at the moment?

A. right now i am working on 
an illustration project that will be 
displayed in shadow boxes. i will 
cut all the illustrations out and 
layer them creating scenes with-
in the shadow boxes. 

Q. What’s your background, 
outside art?

A.  Before i went to school for 
art i trained to be a Dive instructor. 
i started scuba diving when i was 
eight years old. My father was a 
dive instructor that’s why i spent so 
much time as a child in the Caribbe-
an. i don’t dive anymore but i still 
have a PADi rescue diver certificate. 

Q. What moves you most in 
life?

A. What moves me most in life 
is new experiences. i always want 
to taste new food. Visit new plac-
es. Meet new people. hear new 
music. i wish i could live more in 
the present but i’m motivated by 
what the future has in store.

Q. Do you have anything on 
at the moment events wise? 

A. Check out my websites! 
365DaysOfPrince.com & re-
bekahMajor.com

i also post lots of every-
day art on my instagram @ 
rebekah_Major feel free to 
add me! Project “365 Days Of 
Prince” will be exhibiting at 
revelry Gallery in Louisville, 
Kentucky this summer (July 
7th-August 3rd).

until she explained that the reason 
she chose the pastie over the pas-
ta, was that she was educated at 
an english school - and she didn’t 
have the finances for the Florence 
course. Although i couldn’t help 
thinking that if Ginny, who has a 
sense of humour, drier that the 
Gobi Desert had chosen the resto-
ration course the Venus De Milo 
might have ended up with a new 
set of arms - but i digress.

Fast forward to 2007 and the 
fickle finger of fate, decided to get 
its finger out and brought together a 
partnership that makes Ant and Dec 
look like theresa May and Michael 
Gove, and were destined to become 
the founders of headspace.

Ginny now a successful Occu-
pational therapist with the Nhs 
was given a mandate to work with 
two people in Westhoughton. One 
of these was stephen, a budding 
teenage musician, whose mental 
distress was instrumental in stop-
ping him getting to Oxford. 

in his own words he says,
‘it was a joke. All we had in 

common was that we suffered 
from mental distress and came 
from Westhoughton.’

stephen went on to say that it 
soon became obvious that there 
was nothing inspirational for 
young people. All mental health 
support organisations felt very 
stigmatising and offered little to 
combat the distress. Finding crea-
tive support became stephen and 
Ginny’s priority, but they found it 
wasn’t easy to circumnavigate the 
authoritative red tape.

their first breakthrough came 
by way of a partnership with Lee 
Brennan Project Manager at ‘the 
Phoenix theatre who embraced 
their cause and enabled them to 
set up an ‘early intervention’ Group 
drop in. Lee is now Project Coor-
dinator at the Octagon. As Ginny 
puts it ‘the third leg on our wobbly 
stool.’ the partnership proved an in-
itial success, but unfortunately the 
Phoenix was forced to close because 
of financial restrictions - and the 
group found themselves homeless. 

But the God of creativity smiled 
on them. Matthew hassall, also from 
Phoenix fame, managed to find a 
position at the Octagon theatre 
similar to the one he had held at the 
Phoenix. he was eager to continue 
the “drop in” partnership and man-
aged to secure them a free of charge 
space to carry on their creative work. 
it was at this time that they made 
the transition to a constitutionalised 
Community group and headspace, 
as we now know it, was formed.

that was over 10 years ago. in 
the last decade headspace has run 
peer led courses, with professional 
artist leadership on Comedy, ra-
dio Broadcasting, Creative Writing, 
Digital Photography and Children’s 
stories, to name just a few.

i had the pleasure of participat-

ing in the creative writing and chil-
dren’s stories and the privilege of 
watching the comedy showcases 
and can testify to participants going 
on to perform in public at comedy 
venues, all over the North West.

“it has given me the opportuni-
ties to do stuff i’ve always wanted 
to do - work with professionals.” 
(Jasmine, headspace participant)

‘it’s a good creative social envi-
ronment. Drives me to produce stuff.’

 (Shaun, Headspace participant)

the organisation goes from 
strength to strength, Co-founder ste-
phen is now a Freelance Artist/ Facil-
itator and project leader. Not to men-
tion a brilliant singer, song/writer, 
plying his trade on the circuit. Ginny, 
the only health professional in head-
space insists that she’s just a member 
of the group like everyone else and 
has probably benefited the most by 
discovering more about herself, from 
being around real people with real 
stories to tell. in Ginny’s own words,

‘i’ve established a cracking 
midlife crisis, in the form of stand 
up and as far as midlife crises’ go. 
You can’t get better than that.’

From what i’ve witnessed 
headspace has succeeded and out-
stripped their initial aims of chal-
lenging the assumptions of Mental 
health; embracing difference and 
encouraging people to accept re-
sponsibility for their own creativity. 
if that isn’t enough headspace has 
spawned a child. Breakdown Bolton, 
a creative arts project, led by Maddy 
and Laura, headspace participants.

Yet despite its undoubted success 
Ginny still has constantly to convince 
the Nhs hierarchy that freedom 
of choice brings more reward than 
structured risk management out-
comes. Ginny has even produced a 
cost benefit analysis, showing that 
the headspace model of peer support 
has saved the authority £200,000. 

i’m writing this article not just 
to give headspace the recognition it 
richly deserves, but to testify that in 
all my involvement with them, i’ve 
experienced the courage and camara-
derie of people from all walks of life, 
using creative art to rise above the as-
sumed limits of their mental distress. 
And i’ve found that always flowing 
through the sessions is a sense of hu-
mour which i hope i’ve managed to 
capture in the tone of this article.

‘People are friendly. they’re like 
a family. really nice atmosphere. 
there’s no judgement

(Steph, Headspace participant)

i started this article with a star 
trek quote. i’m going to finish it 
with: ‘Make it so.’ a quote from my 
favourite trekkie, Jon Luc Picard. 
Why? Because i believe in the field 
of mental health creativity, head-
space are definitely doing that.

For more information contact: 
headspace/Octagon

Rebekah Major – an open book?

Langley Writers
Who we are and how it all began

Books not Bombs, Art with a Heart, Poetry not Poverty, Books not Bombs, Art with a Heart, Poetry not Poverty, Books not Bombs, Art with a Heart, Poetry not Poverty, Books not Bombs, Art with a Heart, Poetry not Poverty, Books not Bombs, Art with a Heart, Poetry not Poverty, Books not Bombs, Art with a Heart, Poetry not Poverty
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https://news.mongabay.com/2017/04/north-sumatra-mining-chief-caught-
taking-bribe-in-indonesia/
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mate-2365186512.html

https://thinkprogress.org /alaska-north-slope-bp-natural-gas-leak-
b55926eb806e

North Sumatra mining chief caught 
taking bribe in Indonesia

Bill McKibben: Trudeau'sPipelinePush 
Makes Him a Disaster for the Climate

BP struggles to contain a natural gas 
leak in Alaska

Eddy Saputra Salim was arrested by 
police at his office in Medan earlier this 
month.

Police caught him taking a bribe from 
two businessmen in connection with 
documents related to the licensing pro-
cess.

Salim had attended a meeting on cor-
ruption prevention earlier on the day of 
his arrest.

MEDAN, Indonesia — The top mining 
official in North Sumatra has been arrest-
ed for corruption. Police in the province 
caught Eddy Saputra Salim red-handed 
taking a bribe.

It was just the latest indication of foul 
play in the Southeast Asian country’s 
graft-ridden natural resources sector, 
where much of the authority over mining 
permits has in recent years been trans-
ferred from the district to the provincial 
level in a bid to increase oversight of the 
licensing process.

Salim heads the North Sumatra Min-

ing and Energy Office. Earlier on the day 
of his capture — Apr. 6 — he had accom-
panied Governor Tengku Erry Nuradi to a 
seminar on corruption prevention staged 
by the nation’s antigraft agency, known 
by its Indonesian acronym KPK. The bust 
came less than two weeks after thousands 
of Indonesians marched in Jakarta to call 
for investigations into cases of alleged cor-
ruption in the coal and mineral industries.

The two men who bribed Salim are 
Suherwin, who like many Indonesians 
goes by one name, and Dora Simanjun-
tak. They paid him to process documents 
related to a mining company.

The police confiscated a black bag with 
four envelopes inside it, each containing 
millions of rupiah, for a total of 39.9 mil-
lion rupiah (roughly $3,000). They seized 
a variety of evidence from Salim’s office, 
the scene of the crime, including an ap-
pointment book, surveillance footage, a 
laptop, three mobile phones and external 
footage.

Donald Trump is so spectacu-
larly horrible that it's hard to look 
away (especially now that he's 
discovered bombs). But precisely 
because everyone's staring gape-
mouthed in his direction, other 
world leaders are able to get away 
with almost anything. Don't be-
lieve me? Look one nation north, at 
Justin Trudeau.

Look all you want, in fact—he sure 
is cute, the planet's only sovereign 
leader who appears to have recently 
quit a boy band. And he's mastered 
so beautifully the politics of inclu-
sion: compassionate to immigrants, 
insistent on including women at 
every level of government. Give him 
great credit where it's deserved: in 
lots of ways he's the anti-Trump, and 
it's no wonder Canadians swooned 
when he took over.

But when it comes to the defin-
ing issue of our day, climate change, 
he's a brother to the old orange guy 
in DC.

Not rhetorically. Trudeau says 
all the right things, over and over. 
He's got no Scott Pruitts in his cab-
inet. Everyone who works for him 
says the right things. Indeed, they 
specialize in getting others to say 
them too—it was Canadian diplo-
mats, and the country's environ-
ment minister Catherine McKenna, 
who pushed at the Paris climate 
talks for a tougher-than-expected 

goal: holding the planet's rise in 
temperature to 1.5 degrees Celsius.

But those words are meaning-
less if you keep digging up more 
carbon and selling it to people 
to burn, and that's exactly what 
Trudeau is doing. He's hard at work 
pushing for new pipelines through 
Canada and the U.S. to carry yet 
more oil out of Alberta's tar sands, 
which is one of the greatest climate 
disasters on the planet.

Last month, speaking at a Hou-
ston petroleum industry gather-
ing, he got a standing ovation from 
the oilmen for saying "No country 
would find 173bn barrels of oil in the 
ground and just leave them there."

That is to say Canada, which 
represents one-half of one percent 
of the planet's population, is claim-
ing the right to sell the oil that will 
use up a third of the earth's remain-
ing carbon budget. That is to say, 
Trump is a creep and a danger and 
unpleasant to look at, but at least 
he's not a stunning hypocrite.

Yes, 173bn barrels is indeed the 
estimate for recoverable oil in the 
tar sands. So let's do some math. If 
Canada digs up that oil and sells it 
to people to burn, it will produce, 
according to the math whizzes at 
Oil Change International, 30 per-
cent of the carbon necessary to 
take us past the 1.5 degree target 
that Canada helped set in Paris.

A damaged well has been leak-
ing natural gas since Friday.

A BP well on Alaska’s North Slope is 
still spewing vented natural gas, follow-
ing an oil spill from the same well on 
Friday. According to the Alaska Depart-
ment of Environmental Conservation, 
the well is no longer spraying crude 
oil, but workers have not been able to 
staunch the flow of natural gas.

The cause of the release remains un-
known, as does the total amount of oil 
spilled by the leak. In an incident report 
released Sunday, however, the Alaska 
Department of Environmental Conserva-
tion said that the spill does not appear to 
have spread past the drilling pad around 
the well, and that there have been no re-
ports of injuries or harm to wildlife.

But the release of vented natural gas 
means that the well is still leaking meth-
ane, a potent greenhouse gas that traps 
heat 86 times more effectively than car-
bon dioxide over a 20-year period, into 

the atmosphere. So far, officials have trig-
gered a safety valve to slow the release 
of natural gas from the well, but the well 
was still leaking as of Sunday afternoon.

According to Bloomberg, BP is cur-
rently “putting together a plan to plug 
the gas leak.” Throughout the weekend, 
workers had to contend with gusting 
winds and subfreezing temperatures 
while attempting to staunch the flow of 
oil and natural gas.

The Prudhoe Bay oil field, where the 
well is located, is the largest oil field ever 
discovered in the United States. In 2006, 
a BP well in Prudhoe Bay spilled about 
267,000 gallons of oil, the largest in the 
region’s history. That spill went unde-
tected for five days.

The current BP natural gas leak on 
the North Slope isn’t even the only nat-
ural gas leak in Alaska right now — an un-
derwater natural gas pipeline in Alaska’s 
Cook Inlet has been leaking for three 
months, threatening sensitive waters that 
are home to endangered beluga whales.

The Green Word
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https://www.eenews.net/stories/1060053137http://www.renewableenergyworld.com/articles/2017/04/sau-
dis-seek-30-solar-wind-projects-in-50-billion-pledge.html Climate change dogging Republicans at town hallsSaudis Seek 30 Solar, Wind 
Projects in $50 Billion Pledge A new issue is pushing its 

way into Republican town hall 
meetings already boiling over 
with anger over health care, the 
refugee ban and Trump's ties to 
Russia: climate change.

Over the Easter recess, 
constituents blasted a num-
ber of GOP lawmakers for 
their views on basic climate 
science. And while few voters 
ever list climate change as an 
issue that brings them to the 
polls, it has become a new 
point of tension in districts 
across the country.

It was most recently vis-
ible in the town hall of Rep. 
Justin Amash (R-Mich.), who 
told his constituents last week 
that a strong economy is the 
best way to protect the envi-
ronment. Attendees booed as 
he exaggerated uncertainty 
around the basics of climate 
science, the notion that hu-
mans are the primary driver of 
climate change because of fos-
sil fuel burning.

Without elaborating, Amash 
claimed that the "data set" un-
derpinning climate science was 

inconclusive, something the vast 
majority of researchers in the field 
say is flatly false.

"I believe the climate 
changes," Amash said. "The 
question is, what do you do 
about it? The data set we're 
dealing with is very small."

As the crowd booed him off 
and on for several minutes, he 
persisted.

"[The data set] is factually 
very small, unless you think 
the Earth is only a couple thou-
sand years old," Amash said. 
"We have to take that into con-
sideration."

'You're not Einstein'
About three-quarters of 

the American public now ac-
cept that the climate is chang-
ing, and about two-thirds 
recognize that it is primarily 
because of human activity, 
according to a recent Quinnip-
iac University poll. A separate 
CNBC poll found that more 
than 50 percent of the pub-
lic oppose President Trump's 
rollback of climate policies, 
while about 30 percent sup-
port his recent actions to 

eliminate President Obama's 
effort to cut greenhouse gas 
emissions.

Climate change has not 
registered as an issue with Re-
publican voters, but it has with 
Democrats, who have ranked 
it among their top issues, said 
Anthony Leiserowitz, director 
of the Yale Program on Cli-
mate Change Communication. 
And while the Trump admin-
istration and Congress have 
been unable to accomplish 
anything on health care or tax 
reforms, they have made tre-
mendous changes to environ-
mental policy.

That has angered some 
voters and pleased others. It's 
too early to tell if the efforts of 
Trump and the GOP Congress 
to roll back environmental 
regulations are affecting Re-
publican voters at all. But 
the town hall anger echoes 
the successful Democratic 
attack line used in the 2014 
midterm elections to portray 
opponents as impervious to 
simple scientific facts, Leise-
rowitz said.

Saudi Arabia will develop 30 
solar and wind projects over the 
next 10 years as part of the king-
dom’s $50 billion program to boost 
power generation and cut its oil 
consumption.

The world’s biggest exporter of 
crude oil will produce 10 percent of 
its power from renewables by 2023, 
Energy Minister Khalid Al-Falih 
said Monday at a conference in Ri-
yadh. It also plans to generate elec-
tricity from nuclear plants.

Saudi Arabia will offer a tender 
in the fourth quarter for 400 MW of 
wind power at a project in the north-
ern area of Domat al-Jandal, he said.

The projects are part of a plan 
to transform the Saudi economy by 
weaning it off oil and creating new 
industries. Saudi Arabia plans to de-
velop almost 10 GW of renewables 
by 2023, requiring investment of up 
to $50 billion, Al-Falih said in Janu-
ary. The country generated 30 MW 
to 50 MW of power from renewa-
bles last November, Ziyad Al-Shiha, 
chief executive officer of Saudi Elec-
tricity Co., said at the time.

Saudi Arabian Oil Co., which 
generates 6 GW of electricity per 
year, is interested in participating 
in the second round of bidding 
for renewable projects, Abdulaziz 
Al-Judaimi, senior vice president, 
said at the conference. Generating 
capacity will increase to 10 GW 
next year, he said.

The government plans to pri-
vatize the power industry, Al-Falih 
said. Saudi Electricity will be restruc-
tured, with its generation, transmis-
sion and distribution businesses all 
operating independently, he said.

“There are no dates established 
yet, but the process has been mov-
ing, and we are working on that,” 
Saudi Electricity’s Al-Shiha said on 
the sidelines of the conference.

Al-Falih said four generating 
companies under Saudi Electricity 
will be privatized. The kingdom 
will create a new company to 
trade power locally and wants to 
sell electricity to other countries, 
he said. to trade power locally and 
wants to sell electricity to other 
countries, he said.

From the standpoint 
of paleoecology, the 
so-called Paleo diet is a 
myth

People have been debating 
the natural human diet for thou-
sands of years, often framed as a 
question of the morality of eat-
ing other animals. The lion has 
no choice, but we do. Take the 
ancient Greek philosopher Py-
thagoras, for example: “Oh, how 
wrong it is for flesh to be made 
from flesh!” The argument hasn’t 
changed much for ethical vege-
tarians in 2,500 years, but today 
we also have Sarah Palin, who 
wrote in Going Rogue: An Ameri-
can Life, “If God had not intended 
for us to eat animals, how come 
He made them out of meat?” 
Have a look at Genesis 9:3.

While humans don’t have 
the teeth or claws of a mammal 
evolved to kill and eat other 
animals, that doesn’t mean we 
aren’t “supposed” to eat meat, 
though. Our early Homo an-
cestors invented weapons and 
cutting tools in lieu of sharp 
carnivore-like teeth. There’s no 
explanation other than meat 
eating for the fossil animal 

bones riddled with stone tool 
cut marks at fossil sites. It also 
explains our simple guts, which 
look little like those evolved to 
process large quantities of fi-
brous plant foods.

But gluten isn’t unnatural ei-
ther. Despite the pervasive call 
to cut carbs, there’s plenty of 
evidence that cereal grains were 
staples, at least for some, long 
before domestication. People at 
Ohalo II on the shore of the Sea 
of Galilee ate wheat and barley 
during the peak of the last ice 
age, more than 10,000 years be-
fore these grains were domesti-
cated. Paleobotanists have even 
found starch granules trapped 
in the tartar on 40,000-year-
old Neandertal teeth with the 
distinctive shapes of barley and 
other grains, and the telltale 
damage that comes from cook-
ing. There’s nothing new about 
cereal consumption.

This leads us to the Paleo-
lithic Diet. As a paleoanthro-
pologist I’m often asked for my 
thoughts about it. I’m not really 
a fan—I like pizza and French 
fries and ice cream too much. 
Nevertheless, diet gurus have 
built a strong case for discord-

ance between what we eat today 
and what our ancestors evolved 
to eat. The idea is that our diets 
have changed too quickly for our 
genes to keep up; and the result is 
said to be “metabolic syndrome,” 
a cluster of conditions including 
elevated blood pressure, high 
blood-sugar level, obesity, and 
abnormal cholesterol levels. It’s 
a compelling argument. Think 
about what might happen if you 
put diesel in an automobile built 
for regular gasoline. The wrong 
fuel can wreak havoc on the sys-
tem, whether you’re filling a car 
or stuffing your face.

It makes sense, and it’s no 
surprise that Paleolithic diets 
remain hugely popular. There 
are many variants on the gen-
eral theme, but foods rich in 
protein and omega-3 fatty acids 
show up again and again. Grass-
fed cow meat and fish are good, 
and carbohydrates should come 
from nonstarchy fresh fruits and 
vegetables. On the other hand, 
cereal grains, legumes, dairy, 
potatoes, and highly refined and 
processed foods are out. The 
idea is to eat like our Stone Age 
ancestors—you know, spinach 
salads with avocado, walnuts, 
diced turkey, and the like.

I am not a dietician, and can-
not speak with authority about 
the nutritional costs and bene-
fits of Paleolithic diets, but I can 

comment on their evolutionary 
underpinnings. From the stand-
point of paleoecology, the Paleo-
lithic diet is a myth. Food choice 
is as much about what’s availa-
ble to be eaten as it is about what 
a species evolved to eat. And just 
as fruits ripen, leaves flush, and 
flowers bloom predictably at dif-
ferent times of the year, foods 
available to our ancestors var-
ied over deep time as the world 
changed around them from 
warm and wet to cool and dry 
and back again. Those changes 
are what drove our evolution.

Even if we could reconstruct 
the precise nutrient composi-
tion of foods eaten by a particu-
lar hominin species in the past 
(and we can’t), the information 
would be meaningless for plan-
ning a menu based on our ances-
tral diet. Because our world was 
ever changing, so too was the 
diet of our ancestors. Focusing 
on a single point in our evolution 
would be futile. We’re a work in 
progress. Hominins were spread 
over space too, and those living 
in the forest by the river surely 
had a different diet from their 
cousins on the lakeshore or the 
open savanna.

What was the ancestral hu-
man diet? The question itself 
makes no sense. Consider some 
of the recent hunter-gatherers 
who have inspired Paleolithic 

diet enthusiasts. The Tikiġaġmi-
ut of the north Alaskan coast 
lived almost entirely on the 
protein and fat of marine mam-
mals and fish, while the Gwi San 
in Botswana’s Central Kalahari 
took something like 70 percent 
of their calories from carbohy-
drate-rich, sugary melons and 
starchy roots. Traditional hu-
man foragers managed to earn a 
living from the larger communi-
ty of life that surrounded them 
in a remarkable variety of habi-
tats, from near-polar latitudes to 
the tropics. Few other mammali-
an species can make that claim, 
and there is little doubt that di-
etary versatility has been key to 
the success we’ve had.

Many paleoanthropologists 
today believe that increasing 
climate fluctuation through the 
Pleistocene sculpted our ances-
tors—whether their bodies, or 
their wit, or both—for the dietary 
flexibility that’s become a hall-
mark of humanity. The basic idea 
is that our ever-changing world 
winnowed out the pickier eat-
ers among us. Nature has made 
us a versatile species, which 
is why we can find something 
to satiate us on nearly all of its 
myriad biospheric buffet tables. 
It’s also why we have been able 
to change the game, transition 
from forager to farmer, and real-
ly begin to consume our planet.

https://blogs.scientificamerican.com/guest-blog/the-true-hu-
man-diet/

The "True" Human Diet

The Green Word
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By Ian Charles

There have been some really 
rotten FA Cup Finals, such 
as the ones in 1965 and 
1973 writes Ian Charles, 

and some superb ones, such as that 
of 1972, but the Final of 1970 takes 
the biscuit for shambolic organi-
sation and ultimately bitter disap-
pointment. I can still hardly bear to 
think of it.

The owners of Wembley Sta-
dium, from whom I would take all 
important matches, leaving them 
with musical concerts and eques-
trian events, had thought to stage 
the Horse of the Year Show a week 
before the FA Cup Final. (Oh, it’s 
only the FA, they’re hardly going to 
move the final anywhere else next 
year are they?)

The pitch was covered in sand, 
and the hoof marks and multiple 
pitfalls were hurriedly filled in with 
bits of divot that had come loose 
when Dobbin and Red Rum had gal-
livanted their horsey selves over the 
jumps and fake hedges. It made play-
ing footie difficult, so it was as well 
that the finalists, Leeds United and 
Chelsea had turned up only faintly 
interested in playing the beautiful 
game at all. What they had come to 
do was slug it out gladiatorially in a 
knee-kicking contest, just as surely as 
if they were non-league combatants 
in a third round tie against someone 
soft like Neasden Tremblers.

Here’s a pub quiz question for 
you: Who played in an FA Cup Final 

at Wembley and got neither a win-
ner’s nor a loser’s medal? The an-
swer is Leeds keeper Gary Sprake, 
a truly gifted individual who chose, 
or perhaps just happened, to make 
his greatest blunders during impor-
tant matches in full view of TV cam-
eras. There were so many matches 
in which he single-handedly saved 
his team from defeat, allowing a 
team mate to nip in and get the win-
ner against the run of play that he 
deserved better than to be dropped 
for the equally horrid replay of this 
nasty little match during the follow-
ing week. Leeds did even worse in 
that game; at least with the wretch-
ed (on this occasion) Sprake they 
drew, whereas with their replace-
ment keeper they lost the match.

The game began with a foul by 
hapless fullback David Webb on 
Eddie Gray, after whom the final is 
sometimes known. From the free 

kick, Webb did it again (at this point 
I’d have booked him.) From that free 
kick he did it yet again, and should 
have been sent off, rendering him 
ineligible for any replay and then he 
couldn’t have scored the winner. For 
that reason it is sometimes ironical-
ly known as the David Webb Final. 
Gray continued to torture him all 
game, and in the replay  Chelsea’s 
‘Chopper’ Harris, playing fullback 
instead of Webb who went to centre 
half, kicked the back of Gray’s knee 
and reduced his effectiveness al-
most totally, freeing up Webb to look 
a bit more like a footballer than a 
competitor in that Equestrian Event 
the week before the Cup Final. 

The first game had ended up 2-2, 
with Sprake allowing the ball to roll 
under him, over him, through him 
and all around him, so that he was 
replaced in the replay by David Har-
vey, a less flamboyant but steadier 

type. Yorkshire born and bred, Har-
vey represented Scotland whereas 
Sprake was Welsh international 
keeper, and I believe he played 
quite brilliantly for them in all their 
defeats. Apart from a diving header 
from Osgood (“Osgood Is Good”) 
none of the goals was remarkable, 
either in the first match or the re-
play which finished 2-1 to Chelsea, 
and I cannot bear to describe for you 
Webb’s headed winner just yet. An-
other forty seven years perhaps.

A panel of modern referees has 
examined footage of the replay 
and estimated that by modern ref-
ereeing standards (lax and incon-
sistent though they may be) the 
game would have attracted six red 
cards (mainly to Chelsea I would 
say) and twenty yellows. Indeed, 
the game could have been better 
played between two teams of sev-
en, with all the hurdles, jumps and 

hedges from the horse show still in 
place, and it would have been more 
fun and better football (think It’s a 
Right Royal Knock Out with Stuart 
Hall cooing sycophantically each 
time Princess Anne appeared dis-
guised as a turnip or a herring.)

David Webb, disguised as a 
footballer, could have run on in a 
guest appearance and headed the 
ball over a lot of Leeds players ly-
ing on the ground injured, or chas-
ing Chelsea players in order to kill 
them. Actually, that’s pretty much 
what happened, more or less.

Chelsea went on to win the Eu-
ropean Cup Winners’ Cup the fol-
lowing season whereas Leeds Unit-
ed didn’t, although Leeds won the 
cup two years later and the League 
Championship two years after that. 
The 1970s were truly the best of 
times and the worst of times.

A Truly roTTen 
Cup FinAl
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By S.Acrimonious

Stanley’s Mog, Mystic Mar-
tha, isn’t needed to predict the 
ups and down from the Vanar-
ama National League this year. 
Top team Lincoln City, the cab-
bage patch kids from Sto-Helit, 
have now pulled away from 
nearest rivals Tranmere and For-
est Green opening up a clear gap 
and remaining a game in hand 
over both of them.

Similarly, Dover Athletic 
(Lincoln’s game in hand!) have 
opened up a gap between them-
selves and Aldershot, who drew 
with Tranmere. Thus the play-off 
positions are becoming a little 
clearer. Points, however, will be 
lost by Dover, or Lincoln, or both, 
and the margins could get small-
er, and both Aldershot and Dover 
have an identical goal difference, 
though Dover have a much bet-
ter goal scoring record.

At the bottom, three of 
the four relegation positions 
are much clearer, for Terrible 
Torquay, North Ferriby, despite 

their good Good Friday defeat of 
mid-table Eastleigh, and South-
port, who are now definitely rel-
egated, as are North Ferriby, who 
need to win all three remaining 
matches, with everyone else los-
ing, even in their games against 
each other! And look at their goals 
difference, always a teller. Brain-
tree’s win over Guiseley, one dan-
gerous point above the relegation 
pack, takes them almost out of 
the zone, to 48 points. Woking, 
who beat Macclesfield, and York, 
who beat Solihull, join them on 
48, with Solihull now dropping 
to one place above the bottom 
four. I think they’ll be the ones to 
go down; if you can’t beat York at 
home then York will stay up and 
you won’t. But we shall see.

And a final word on Football, 
wasn’t it nice to see Ross Barkley 
forcing an own goal to help his 
side to a win against Burnley? 
And Kelvin MacKenzie managed 
to get The S** banned at Everton, 
as well as himself suspended for 
nasty (S**-like) comments. I call 
that two more own goals; well 
done Kelvin. Said no-one ever.

By S.Acrimonious

Sic Transit Gloria Mundi, 
loosely translates as my 
girlfriend threw up in the 
van after a heavy weekend, 

writes Stanley Acrimonious, your 
ever cynical veteran yet cub re-
porter. Another translation of this 
famous phrase is that in this way 
passes the glory of the world, and 
so it has for most if not all clubs in 
the National League.

Two dozen teams, eighteen 
that contested the division last sea-
son, plus two relegated from the 
Football League together with four 
promoted from the ‘Conference’ 
divisions, North and South, mak-
ing the process sound like a cosy 
natter in a room full of delegates 
instead of a knee-kicking-fest, are 
the pride of the leagues sponsored 
by Vanarama, a word my spell-
ing checker rejects out of hand, 
suggesting either Panorama or 
Bananarama, each of which have 
fewer knees intact than a National 
League team before a match, and 
in the case of the latter, much bet-
ter looking ones at the end. But I di-
gress. On Good Friday, there were 
twelve games of footie between 
teams belonging to this league. I 
shall pass comment on some of the 
more interesting clubs: 

�Boreham�Wood�1�
Dagenham�&�Redbridge�3;�
Dagenham have been as high as 

League One in a playoff place. Now 
they’re mid-table Van men.

Braintree�Town�2�Guiseley�0;�
Two very local teams; it’s good 

to see them at Level 5 of the Na-
tional Structure.

Bromley�4�Barrow�1; 
Barrow were Division 3 in the 

1960s and won the FA Trophy 
twice.

Dover�Athletic�3�Southport�0;
Southport played in the Third 

Division North, and Fourth Divi-
sion.

�Forest�Green�Rovers�2�
Chester�0;�
Rovers are an old club, came 

second last season, but lost in the 
playoffs; they’re up there again. 
Chester City were once a Football 
League Division 3 club.

�Lincoln�City�2�
Torquay�United�1; 
Both played in Divisions 3 and 

4. Lincoln are flying high, Torquay 
bombing.

�North�Ferriby�United�
2�Eastleigh�1;�
Ferriby were promoted last 

season, and won the FA Trophy in 
2014.

Solihull�Moors�1�York�City�2; 
Moors were promoted champi-

ons of the Conference North; York 
used to play in the Football League 
Second Division in the 1970s but 
now hover dangerously above the 
relegation zone. This win away 
from home will help them.

Sutton�United�3�Gateshead�0;�
Sutton were Champions of Con-

ference South last season – they’ve 
always been ‘non-league’ but this 

season beat three league sides in 
the FA Cup including Champion-
ship team Leeds. Gateshead were 
once in the Football League before 
being voted out by the other spoil-
sports for being rubbish.

�Tranmere�Rovers�2�
Aldershot�Town�2;�
Tranmere were once Division 

2, and lost in the very first Premier 
League Play Offs; they were run-
ners up in the 2000 League Cup; 
clearly they’ve fallen on harder 
times and have dropped two im-
portant points at a significant time 
as they challenge for promotion.  
Aldershot, and previously the 
disbanded Aldershot Town, both 
played in Division 4.

�Woking�1�
Macclesfield�Town�0; 
Woking are semi-pro, three 

times FA Trophy winners, and pos-
sibly the model for clubs at this 
level, but are hovering dangerously 
above the relegation zone; Mac-
clesfield were previously a Football 
League club.

�Wrexham�1�
Maidstone�United�3;�
Wrexham were a Football 

League club and are supporter 
owned; another good model, they 
occasionally played in the Europe-
an Cup winners’ cup in the 1970s. 
80s and 90s by virtue of having 
won the Welsh Cup. They’re one 
of these clubs that consider them-
selves “too good for Wales.” Maid-
stone, previously a bankrupt Foot-
ball League team, have never won 
the Welsh Cup, being as they come 
from Kent.

Vanarama league

TOP OF TABLE: As of Good Friday
Rank Club Played GD Points

1 Lincoln City 42 +41 91

2 Tranmere 43 +35 86

3 Forest Green 43 +34 84

4 Dagenham & Redbridge 43 +25 79

5 Dover Athletic 42 +23 75

6 Aldershot 43 +23 73

BOTTOM OF TABLE: As of Good Friday
Rank Club Played GD Points

17 Guiseley 43 -16 49

18 York City 43 -13 48

19 Woking 43 -15 48

20 Solihull Moors 43 -17 48

21 Braintree 43 -19 48

22 Torquay 43 -12 44

23 North Ferriby (R) 43 -43 39

24 Southport (R) 43 -44 35

News



Yet another vile rant from 
this Murdoch minion. 
The man who presided 
over the Sun fiasco of lies 

that was Hillsborough has come 
out with a measured racist rant 
against the blue half of the city of 
Liverpool. By blue we certainly 
do not mean Tories. Having taken 
part in the 1989 media cover up of 
the Hillsborough massacre, Mac-
Kenzie could not wait to stick the 
knife back in to Liverpool. Know-
ingly he chose to do this as near to 
the anniversary of that disaster as 
he possibly could.

Everton have banned report-
ers from The Sun from attending 
the club’s matches and their train-
ing ground following columnist 
Kelvin MacKenzie’s comments re-
garding midfielder Ross Barkley.

 MacKenzie compared Bark-
ley, who is of Nigerian descent, to 
a ‘gorilla’ after the youngster was 
attacked in a Liverpool nightclub 
earlier this week.

Mackenzie, the newspaper’s 
editor between 1981 and 1994, 
made several other disparaging 
comments against Barkley and 
the city of Liverpool in his week-
ly Sun column. He has since been 
suspended by the newspaper, 
who apologised for causing of-
fence and claimed to be “unaware 
of Barkley’s heritage”.

Amazing…a huge newspaper 
as rich as the Sun has, no fact 
checkers, editors, proof read-
ers, or even people with a basic 
knowledge about football or what 
is decent? We feel it is beyond 
being credible to claim that Mac-
Kenzie was acting in a private ca-
pacity without the knowledge of 
the mass murderer that is Rupert 
Murdoch. MacKenzie has been an 
employee of Murdoch for many 
years. The lies about Hillsborough 
were obviously sanctioned. So are 
these. The American citizen that 
is Murdoch feels beyond the law 
yet continues to take revenge on 
the city that defied his lies.

In the column, MacKenzie 
claimed Barkley’s eyes make him 
“certain not only are the lights not 
on, there is definitely nobody at 
home,” then added: “I get a similar 
feeling when seeing a gorilla at the 
zoo.”

MacKenzie continued: “The 
reality is that at £60,000 a week 
and being both thick and single, 
[Barkley] is an attractive catch in 
the Liverpool area, where the only 
men with similar pay packets are 
drug dealers and therefore not 
at nightclubs, as they are often 
guests of Her Majesty.”

In case any younger readers do 
not remember what the Sun with 
MacKenzie as its then editor said 

in 1989 about the Hillsborough 
disaster here is a brief outline:

Some fans picked pockets of 
victims 

Some fans urinated on the 
brave cops 

Some fans beat up PCs giving 
the kiss of life

The story read as follows: 
“Drunken Liverpool fans vicious-
ly attacked rescue workers as they 
tried to revive victims of the Hills-
borough soccer disaster, it was re-
vealed last night

“Police officers, firemen and 
ambulance crew were punched, 
kicked and urinated upon by a 
hooligan element in the crowd.

“Some thugs rifled the pock-
ets of injured fans as they were 
stretched out unconscious on the 
pitch.

We think that it is no coinci-
dence that Mackenzie is an em-
ployee of Rupert Murdoch whose 
media empire was floundering 
until saved by the broadcasting of 
football saved it. Hillsborough led 
to all seater stadiums, no stand-
ing on the terraces, increased 
admission tickets. The working 
class were disenfranchised from 
the game we had created. It was 
cheaper to watch football on 
sky television. Murdoch’s profits 
soared. Murdoch and MacKenzie 
need to answer for their crimes.

THE TRUTHTHE TRUTH

Kelvin MacKenzie is a vile, lying piece of turd.
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